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Magnetized target fusion (MTF) approach to inertial confinement fusion (ICF) involves the for-
mation of strong shocks that travel along a magnetized plasma. Shocks, which play a dominant
role in thermalizing the upstream kinetic energy generated in the implosion stage, are seldom free
from perturbations, and they wrinkle in response to upstream or downstream disturbances. In Z-
pinch experiments, significant plasma instability mitigation was observed with pre-embedded axial
magnetic fields. In order to isolate effects, in this work we theoretically study the impact of per-
pendicular magnetic fields on the planar shock dynamics for different equations of state. For fast
magnetosonic shocks in ideal gases, it was found that the magnetic field amplifies the intensity of
the perturbations when γ > 2 or it weakens them when γ < 2. Weak shocks have been found to be
stable regardless of the magnetic plasma intensity and gas compressibility; however, for sufficiently
strong shocks the magnetic fields can promote a neutral stability/SAE at the shock if the adiabatic
index is higher than 1 +

√
2. Results have been validated with numerical simulations performed

with the FLASH code.

I. INTRODUCTION

The recent remarkable breakthrough of the inertial
confinement fusion (ICF) ignition on the NIF laser fa-
cility at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory [1, 2]
“puts to rest questions about the capability of lasers to
ignite thermonuclear fuel”. [2] This achievement sheds
new light on the benefits of magnetizing ICF targets for
achieving Magneto-Inertial Fusion [3–9], a concept that
stems from the well-established research field of Magne-
tized Target Fusion, which first introduced the principle
of inertial confinement of fusion plasma. More recent in-
carnations of the original Linhart’s cylindrical-liner-on-
magnetized plasma scheme [10] promise high fusion en-
ergy gains and multi-MJ yields in next-generation pulsed
power facilities. This refers in particular to the Magne-
tized Liner Inertial Fusion (MagLIF) concept, which is
now actively developed in the US, see Ref. [11–15] and
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references therein. Among its alternatives, we note the
Staged Z Pinch (SZP) approach [16–22] that generated
interest and some controversy [23–27]. Following Jones
and Mead [28], the magnetization of ICF targets spher-
ically imploded by X-rays or direct laser irradiation has
also attracted considerable interest, particularly for the
indirect drive [29]. It has already been demonstrated in
the NIF experiments that target magnetization increases
the ion temperature at stagnation and the fusion neutron
yield [30]. Simulations for ignition-scale layered cryo-
genic targets predict that magnetization can make the
NIF indirect-drive ignition more robust and increase the
fusion energy gain [31, 32].

In indirect- [1, 2, 33] and direct-drive [34] laser fusion,
the propagation of shock waves in the early stages of im-
plosion plays an essential role in determining its outcome.
Similarly, for magnetically assisted indirect-drive laser fu-
sion [28–32], the shock waves conventionally set the shell
to the desired adiabat and preheat the hot spot while
seeding some of the target perturbations/nonuniformities
to be later amplified by the Rayleigh-Taylor instability
[35–37]. In MagLIF [11–15], a blast wave launched by the
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laser preheat of the cold gaseous fuel determines the ini-
tial temperature and density profiles, as well as the uni-
formity of the DT plasma compressed by the liner. It has
been observed that the unstable flute modes related to
the magnetic Rayleigh-Taylor instability diminished, but
a different helical-type instability may rise due to the ef-
fect of the magnetic field [38] . In SZP [16–27] converging
shocks play an even more significant role in shaping the
converging plasma and ensuring compression stability.
In all these examples, the early shock waves propagate
through magnetized gases or plasmas with β = 8πp/B2

of order unity, which makes them MHD rather than gas-
dynamic shocks. Since the uniformity of compression is
the key to success for all kinds of ICF, achieving a clear
understanding of the stability of these MHD shocks and
confident modeling of their response to small perturba-
tions is very important. This is the subject of the present
article.

The theory of stability of gasdynamic shock fronts de-
veloped from the 1940s-50s [39–41] is now a mature field
of compressible fluid dynamics whose main results are
summarized in monographs and textbooks [42–44]. Pla-
nar shock fronts in most materials, including ideal gases
with any adiabatic exponent γ, are super-stable for any
shock strength, which means that their shape perturba-
tions decay as a power of time t; specifically, as t−3/2

for moderate-strength shocks and t−1/2 in the strong-
shock limit [45–48]. For some non-ideal equations of
state (EoS), in specific ranges of shock strengths, neu-
tral stability is possible under conditions elucidated by
D’yakov [40] and Kontorovich [41] (DK), with the per-
turbed shock front exhibiting non-decaying oscillations
that produce spontaneous acoustic emission (SAE) down-
stream. Planar shock fronts can be exponentially un-
stable [41–44] when a single-shock solution of the Rie-
mann/piston problem is not unique. In this case, the
theory [49, 50] predicts that an unstable shock splits into
a multiwave flow, see a numerical example in Ref. [51].
The presence of a rigid piston as the boundary condition
driving the planar shock does not change the character
of the solution [52, 53] yet additional frequencies may
emerge due to the reflection of sonic waves on the piston
surface, subsequently reaching the shock. If the shock
driving mechanism is not steady and the associated ex-
ternal excitation frequency aligns with the self-induced
oscillation frequency in the SAE regime, the shock can
exhibit unstable behavior [53].

Gardner and Kruskal [54], who extended the formal-
ism developed by Erpenbeck [55] for gasdynamic shocks,
started stability studies of MHD shock waves in the
1960s. For fast MHD shocks propagating in parallel
and perpendicular directions to the shock front, they
demonstrated the absence of exponential instability for
an ideal-gas conducting fluid (plasma) with γ < 3. Later
studies, mostly reported in the mathematical literature
(cf. Ref. [56] and references therein), were performed ex-
clusively for ideal-gas EoS. They found the DK ranges
of neutral stability and SAE for fast MHD shocks. In

Ref. [57] the propagation of fast magnetosonic waves
in an inhomogeneous medium with planar flow is in-
vestigated. In addition, the study explores the exis-
tence of eigenmodes in a steady flow containing a shock.
The eigenmodes are used to derive the reflection coeffi-
cient of a fast magnetosonic wave from the shock. Re-
cently, particle-in-cell (PIC) simulations have been used
to model high-frequency processes in fast magnetosonic
shocks, with a particular emphasis on electron dynamics.
However, the long-time shock dynamics remain inacces-
sible due to computational constraints [58].

In this paper, we revisit the MHD shock-front stabil-
ity problem and construct an analytical model to solve
the initial-value problem (IVP) for isolated-shock bound-
ary conditions. Besides, a numerical analysis of perpen-
dicular MHD shocks is carried out. We focus on the
perpendicular shocks, which can only be of the fast va-
riety, [59] the kind of particular practical importance for
all the above ICF applications. Moreover, we limit our-
selves to the usually most unstable interchange instabil-
ity modes, which do not bend the magnetic force lines.
Then, the presence of the frozen-in magnetic field in the
shock-compressed fluid translates into a modification of
its EoS (cf. Ref. [59] §52), which makes possible a di-
rect application of the gasdynamic theoretical techniques
and stability criteria [40–42]. Our stability analysis is
carried out for three equations of state: 1) ideal gas,
with the adiabatic exponent γ varied in a broad range;
2) van der Waals (vdW) fluid; 3) a model EoS for sim-
ple metals, such as aluminium, used in Ref. [60] to ana-
lyze the stability of spherical and cylindrical expanding
shock waves. Our results can be summarized as follows.
We found a DK range of neutral stability for sufficiently
strong shocks in a low-β ideal plasma with γ > 1 +

√
2,

the magnetic field thereby acting as a destabilizing fac-
tor, enabling the SAE. A similar high-γ, low-β neutral
stability range is also found for a vdW fluid, which also
manifests SAE at low γ, as discovered in Ref. [61]. In the
latter case, however, the magnetic field acts as a stabi-
lizer, suppressing the SAE unless β is small enough. The
model EoS for simple metals offers a realistic case of high
effective γ: metals are nearly incompressible at low shock
pressures. However, the DK neutral stability conditions
require a finite shock strength, which results in γ decreas-
ing to low values, insufficient to satisfy the DK conditions
for neutral stability. This is why the perpendicular MHD
shocks in aluminium were found to be stable across the
entire range of parameters explored. Our analytical pre-
dictions for the perturbation evolution for the ideal-gas
EoS were cross-checked with MHD fluid simulations done
with the FLASH code [62]. (For more information on the
FLASH code, visit: http://FLASH.rochester.edu ).

The paper is structured as follows. The mathematical
formulation of the fast MHD shock, both base-flow condi-
tions and perturbation variables, is given in Sec. II. The
stability limits are presented and discussed in Sec. III
for different EoS and shock B intensities. The transient
evolution of the shock front and the perturbed variables



3

downstream are described in Sec. IV for an ideal gas EoS,
with the former being contrasted against numerical sim-
ulations in Sec. V. This section also presents snapshots
for the simulated pressure and density fields. Finally, the
main conclusions are summarized in Sec. VI.

II. PROBLEM DESCRIPTION

A. Base-flow MHD shock

Let a planar shock front move with velocity u⃗1 = u1êx
in a uniform medium with known pressure p1, density
ρ1, and internal energy E1. Let us consider a magnetic
field ahead of the shock B⃗1 = B1êz that is perpendicular
to the shock propagation direction. In a reference frame
attached to the shock front, the conservation equations
across the shock discontinuity read as

[ρu] = 0, (1a)[
p+ ρu2 +

B2
t

8π

]
= 0, (1b)

[Btu] = 0, (1c)[
ρu

(
e+

p

ρ
+
u2

2

)
+ u

B2
t

4π

]
= 0, (1d)

provided that the normal component of the magnetic
field, which must be continuous across the shock front,
is zero: Bx1 = Bx2 = 0. In what follows we identify
post-shock flow variables with the subscript 2.

The formulation benefits from the introduction of the
dimensionless functions P = p2/p1 and R = ρ2/ρ1, which
measure the pressure and density jumps across the shock,
respectively. Likewise, the characteristic Mach numbers
are defined in relation to the characteristic velocities of
the linear MHD waves, namely

c2A =
B2

4πρ
(2a)

c2T =
∂p

∂ρ

∣∣∣∣
s

(2b)

for the Alfvén (magnetic) and sonic (thermal) velocities,
respectively, with c2F = c2T + c2A being used to define
the fast magnetosonic velocity. As derived in the follow-
ing, only the fast magnetosonic velocity is allowed (see
Sec. II B for further details), thereby being the charac-
teristic speed to define the shock Mach number. Then, a
fast and evolutionary MHD shock is determined by the
conditions MF1 = u1/cF1 > 1 and MF2 = u2/cF2 < 1
on the fast magnetosonic Mach numbers. It is conve-
nient, however, to define the Alfvén Mach numbers as
MA1 = u1/cA1 and MA2 = u2/cA2, where the former
can be written, with the aid of (1a)-(1c), as

M2
A1 =

β(P − 1) +R2 − 1

2(1−R−1)
, (3)

where β = 8πp1/B
2
1 stands for the pre-shock plasma beta

parameter, which measures the thermal pressure relative
to the magnetic pressure.

With use made of (1d), the Hugoniot adiabat reads as
H = 0, where

H = E − (P + 1)(R− 1)

2R − 1

β

(R− 1)3

2R , (4)

and where E = ρ1(E2 − E1)/p1 is appropriately intro-
duced to represent the dimensionless variation of the in-
ternal energy across the shock. Therefore, the RH adia-
bat H = 0 is closed upon determination of the internal
energy function, E = E(R,P), which ultimately renders
the RH curve in the form P = P(R).

Anticipating that MF2 is a needed function to describe
the shock dynamics, an explicit definition is given:

M2
F2 =

M2
A1

R2

c2A1

c2F2

(5)

=
β(P − 1) +R2 − 1

2R(R− 1)

(
γTβ

P
2R +R

)−1

,

where the polytropic index is conveniently introduced for
an arbitrary EoS p = (ρ, T ) and internal energy function
of state E = (ρ, T ):

γT =
ρ2c

2
T2

p2
= (6)

=
ρ2
p2

∂p2
∂ρ2

∣∣∣
T
+

1

ρ2

∂p2
∂T2

∣∣∣
ρ

∂E2

∂T2

∣∣∣−1

ρ

(
1− ρ22

p2

∂E2

∂ρ2

∣∣∣
T

)
.

B. Linear perturbation analysis

The problem continues with the formulation of the lin-
earized ideal MHD equations that govern the unsteady
post-shock flow, namely

∂δρ

∂t
+ ρ2∇ · δv⃗ = 0, (7a)

ρ2
∂δv⃗

∂t
+∇δp−

(
∇× δB⃗

)
× B⃗2

4π
= 0, (7b)

∂δp

∂t
− c2T2

∂δρ

∂t
= 0, (7c)

∂δB⃗

∂t
−∇×

(
δv⃗ × B⃗2

)
= 0, (7d)

written in a reference frame co-moving with the fluid par-
ticles. They correspond to the equation of continuity,
the conservation of linear momentum, the conservation
of energy for an isentropic and adiabatic flow, and the
magnetic induction equation. The parameter cT2 corre-
sponds to the speed of sound in the shocked gas. The
formulation assumes that the base-flow is uniform, that
the medium is a perfect conductor, and that all pertur-
bations are of the same order

δρ

ρ2
=

|δB⃗|
|B⃗2|

∼ δp

p2
∼ |δv⃗|
cT2

∼ ϵ≪ 1, (8)
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FIG. 1. Sketch of the corrugated perpendicular shock moving
through the magnetized medium whose magnetic field points
perpendicular to the shock propagation direction and to the
velocity disturbances. Velocities are measured in the post-
shock gas reference frame (v⃗2 = 0).

with ϵ being the small parameter that identifies the am-
plitude of the perturbations. In our case, it is deter-
mined by the initial small shock corrugation amplitude
ϵλ = ψs(t = 0) = ψs0 scaled with the corrugation wave-
length (see sketch depicted in Fig. 1).

For the particular case considered in this work, the
magnetic field points in the direction perpendicular to
the plane δB⃗/|δB⃗| = B⃗2/|B⃗2| = êz, while velocity per-
turbations sit on the plane {êx, êy}. Then, with use made
of δv⃗(x, y) · B⃗2(x, y) = 0, the governing equation for the
perturbed velocity field reads as

∂2δv⃗

∂t2
= c2F2

(
∇2δv⃗ +∇×∇× δv⃗

)
, (9)

where δv⃗(x, y, t) accounts for both fast magneto-acoustic
δv⃗F and rotational δv⃗r contributions, which satisfy ∇×
δv⃗F = 0 and (∂v⃗r)/(∂t) = 0, respectively. Note that (9)
can be written for each velocity component (longitudi-
nal and transverse) independently, a simplification that
is not possible when δv⃗(x, y) · B⃗2(x, y) ̸= 0 because the
three modes of propagation (Alfvén, slow and fast mag-
netosonic waves) involve coupled information of the three
dimensions.

Simple manipulation allows to write (9) in terms of the
total pressure p∗2 = p2 +B2

2/(8π), which accounts for the
thermal plus the magnetic contributions, in the following
form:

∂2δp∗

∂t2
= c2F2∇2δp∗, (10)

where

δp∗ = δp+
B2

4π
δB (11)

indicates the total pressure perturbation. It is readily
seen that (10) corresponds to a conventional sound wave
equation, with the distinctiveness that information trav-
els at the so-called fast magnetosonic velocity in the com-
pressed medium, namaly cF2. Therefore, owing to the

relative orientation between the shock and the magnetic
field, our linearized MHD equations only involve the char-
acteristic velocity cF2, which is used to non-dimensinalize
the spatiotemporal variables in the form τ = kcF2t and
(x̄, ȳ) = k(x, y), where k = 2π/λ is the wavenumber fre-
quency. Likewise, the dimensionless order-of-unity shock
ripple amplitude is defined, along with the corresponding
post-shock perturbation variables, as follows:

1

ϵ

ψ(x̄, ȳ, τ)

ψs0
= ξ̄(x̄, τ) cos(ȳ), (12a)

1

ϵ

δp∗(x̄, ȳ, τ)
ρ2c2F2

= p̄∗(x̄, t) cos(ȳ), (12b)

1

ϵ

δu(x̄, ȳ, τ)

cF2
= ū(x̄, τ) cos(ȳ), (12c)

1

ϵ

δv(x̄, ȳ, τ)

cF2
= v̄(x̄, τ) sin(ȳ), (12d)

1

ϵ

δρ(x̄, ȳ, τ)

ρ2
= ρ̄(x̄, τ) cos(ȳ), (12e)

1

ϵ

δB(x̄, ȳ, τ)

B2
= B̄(x̄, τ) cos(ȳ), (12f)

to be used, along with (7) or (10), to write

∂2p̄∗

∂τ2
=
∂2p̄∗

∂x̄2
− p̄∗ (13)

as a parameter-free transverse-periodic sound wave equa-
tion that calls for two initial conditions and two boundary
conditions in the streamwise direction.

One boundary condition is determined by the lin-
earized shock conservation equations, written in dimen-
sionless form as

dξs
dτ

=
1 + h∗

2MF2

R
R− 1

p̄∗s, (14a)

ūs =
1− h∗

2MF2
p̄∗s, (14b)

v̄s = −MF2(R− 1)
∂ξs
∂ȳ

, (14c)

where

h∗ =
p∗2 − p∗1
V1 − V2

(
dp∗2
dV2

)−1

H

(15)

corresponds to the redefined DK parameter, which mea-
sures the slope of the RH curve as relative to the
Rayleigh-Michelson line in the {p∗, V = 1/ρ} plane. Note
that, as with regular non-magnetized shocks, the formu-
lation of the linear problem is described in term of three
dimensionless parameters: the shock compression ratio
R, the post-shock Mach number MF2 and the RH slope
parameter h∗. The perturbation in the magnetic field
intensity is dictated by the conservation of the magnetic
flux across the shock B1u1 = B2u2 to yield ρ̄s = B̄s,
where density perturbations behind the shock follows:

ρ̄s = − h∗

M2
F2

p̄∗s, (16)
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as dictated by the perturbation of the RH curve. The
other boundary condition is determined by the support-
ing mechanism. For the isolated-shock condition consid-
ered in this work, the condition reduces to omitting the
effect of the magnetosonic waves reaching the shock from
behind, which is a valid assumption when the shock is
sufficiently far from the supporting mechanism. As for
the initial conditions, we can assume that the shock is
initially distorted: ξs0 − 1 = p̄∗s0 = 0.

Note that for our perpendicular shock geometry, as
noted in §52 of Ref. [59] citing [63] (see also [64]), the one-
dimensional MHD equations reduce to the equations of
the ordinary fluid dynamics, with a modified equation of
state in which the thermal pressure p is replaced by p∗ =
p+B2/(8π) = p+ const ρ2. This simplification remains
valid in our two-dimensional MHD stability problem for
the interchange perturbation modes that do not bend the
magnetic force lines. In the following, we demonstrate
how the above modification of the equation of state due
to the frozen-in magnetic field affects the stability of the
shock front.

III. STABILITY LIMITS

A shock wave is said to be stable if any perturbation
at the shock front decays with time. The condition for
stability is typically written in terms of the DK param-
eter h through the inequality −1 < h < hc, where hc
corresponds to its critical value [59]. The stability con-
dition can be easily extrapolated from non-conducting
shocks to fast magnetosonic shocks, with the magnetic
field being parallel to the shock front, by just redefining
the parameters h = h∗ and

h∗c =
1−M2

F2(1 +R)

1−M2
F2(1−R)

. (17)

The DK parameter is conveniently rewritten as a function
of dimensionless variables as

h∗ = − (P − 1)β +R2 − 1

(β + 1)R(R− 1)

(
dP∗

dR

)−1

(18)

= − (P − 1)β +R2 − 1

βR(R− 1)

(
dP
dR +

2R
β

)−1

,

where

P∗ =
p∗2
p∗1

=
βP +R2

β + 1
(19)

represents the ratio of the total pressures across the
shock. The slope of the dimensionless thermal pressure
with respect to the density compression ratio can be ob-
tained using the Hugoniot expression (4), namely

dP
dR = −∂H

∂R

(
∂H
∂P

)−1

(20)

=
1 + 2R3 + β + Pβ −R2(3 + 2ERβ)

Rβ + (−1 + 2EPRβ)
,

where ER = ∂E/∂R|P and EP = ∂E/∂P|R correspond
to the partial derivatives of the internal energy variation
function. Equation (20), and therefore the DK parameter
h∗, requires the information about the internal energy
function of state. On the other hand, the function h∗c
calls for information on the equation of state through the
definition of the post-shock magnetosonic Mach number.

In the stable regime, −1 < h∗ < h∗c , perturbations at
the shock front experience a decay that follows a τ−3/2

pattern in the long-time τ ≫ 1. However, there exists
a sub-regime where perturbations experience an expo-
nential decay in the early-time stages τ ≲ 1, although
the long-time is still being dominated by the power law
τ−3/2, see Refs. [65, 66]. This is given by the condition
−1 < h∗ < h∗d, where

h∗d =

(
1−M2

F2

)3/2 √
1−R−1 −RM2

F2

1 +M2
F2 (R− 1)

. (21)

In the context of this study, it is important to investi-
gate whether the magnetic field can be used to induce
an initial strong damping of perturbations in the shock,
h∗ < h∗d, placing it in the regime where perturbations
are subsequently effectively suppressed. Recall that such
strong damping is impossible in a non-magnetized ideal
gas EoS for any γ. In the following, the parameters de-
fined above are evaluated with different EoS associated
with an ideal gas, a vdW gas and an aluminium three-
term EoS.

A. Ideal gas equation of state

The particularization to an ideal gas is relatively sim-
ple. The corresponding constitutive equations for pres-
sure and internal energy (assumed to be calorically per-
fect) are p = RgρT and E = cvT respectively, where
Rg = cp − cv is the gas constant and γ = cp/cv is the
specific heats ratio. Simple manipulation renders

E =
1

γ − 1

(P
R − 1

)
and γT = γ, (22)

which allows to write the RH curve in explicit form

P =
R(γ + 1)− (γ − 1)

(γ + 1)−R(γ − 1)
+

1

β

(R− 1)3(γ − 1)

(γ + 1)−R(γ − 1)
, (23)

where the first term on the right hand side is easily rec-
ognizable as the adiabatic non-magnetized pressure jump
across the shock. The second term accounts for the mag-
netic contribution that drops to zero when β → ∞.

The effect of the magnetic field in the pressure jump is
better analyzed with the aid of Fig. 2, which shows the
Rankine-Hugoniot curves for a MHD shock with different
values of the transverse magnetic field intensities. Both
thermal P (a) and thermal-plus-magnetic P∗ (b) pressure
ratios are represented on the left and right panels, respec-
tively. Note that Rmax = (γ+1)/(γ−1) does not depend
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FIG. 2. Rankine-Hugoniot curves for an MHD shock in an ideal gas with different values of transverse magnetic field intensities.
The adiabatic index is γ = 5/3.

on the plasma parameter β and it yields (R−1)min = 1/4
for γ = 5/3. It is also observed that the thermal con-
tribution dominates for sufficiently strong shocks as a
result of the bounded limit of the magnetic contribu-
tion, given by the maximum density compression ratio
(B2

2/B
2
1)max = (R2)max = 16 for γ = 5/3.

From a simple inspection of Fig. 2, it is difficult to an-
ticipate the possibility of DK instability since the slope of
the RH curve for P∗ does not exhibit any peculiar behav-
ior: the curve monotonically approaches the asymptote
predicted by the the maximum density compression ra-
tio. Similar computations for lower and higher values of

γ do not change this qualitative behavior. To compute
the DK parameter h∗ that ultimately determines the sta-
bility we must specify the value of the partial derivatives
of the internal energy function, namely

ER =
∂E
∂R

∣∣∣∣
P
= − P

R2(γ − 1)
, (24a)

EP =
∂E
∂P

∣∣∣∣
R

=
1

R(γ − 1)
, (24b)

to provide

h∗ = − [−1 +R(−1 + γ)− γ] [R(−2 + γ)− (1 + β) γ]

R [−2 + 2R(2 +R) + γ + (2− 3R)Rγ + 2βγ + (−1 +R)2γ2)]
(25)

as an explicit function of γ, β and R. The critical parameter h∗c , on the other hand, calls for the determination of the
fast magnetosonic Mach number

M2
F2 =

2(2R+ γ −Rγ + βγ)

2R2(1 +R) + γ + 3γR [(5/3−R)R− 1] + (R− 1)3γ2 + β [γ +Rγ + (R− 1)γ2]
, (26)

to be used in (17) to yield

h∗c =
[R(γ − 1)− (γ + 1)]

[
γ(R− 1)2 + βγ − 2(R− 2)R

]
2R [R(3 +R)− 2] + [R(1− 3(R− 1)R+ 3β)− (β + 1)] γ + (R− 1) [(R− 1)2 + β] γ2

. (27)

The DK stability can be determined by evaluating the function h∗ − h∗c , which depends on γ, β and R. When
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h∗ − h∗c > 0, the shock front, assumed to be isolated,
will oscillate with constant amplitude and constant fre-
quency in the long time regime. Figure 3 shows h∗ − h∗c
as a function of the inverse of the density compression
ratio R−1 for different values of the adiabatic exponent
γ and the pre-shock plasma parameter β. We vary γ
from a low value of γ = 4/3, which in the shock sta-
bility studies is physically associated with strongly radi-
ating gases [67, 68] to the high value of γ = 4 indicat-
ing low shock compressibility; γ’s in this range are used
for a simplified theoretical description of shocks in con-
densed materials, from γ = 3 in Refs. [39, 69] to γ = 7
in Ref. [70]. The plasma parameter is varied between
β = 103 and β = 10−3 which correspond to the limits
of negligible and dominant, respectively, contributions of
the magnetic pressure to the pre-shock value of p∗.
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DK neutrally stable

FIG. 3. Function h∗ − h∗
c as a function of R−1 for different

values of the transverse magnetic intensity β and the adiabatic
index γ.

The stability properties of non-magnetized shock
fronts in ideal gases are independent of the adiabatic ex-
ponent γ. In particular, ideal-gas shock fronts do not
exhibit the DK instability, which produces spontaneous
acoustic emission (SAE), at any γ. Similarly, the time
evolution of shock ripples does not include the early phase
of fast exponential decay, as predicted by [65] for the DK
parameter sufficiently close to −1, see in the following.
Here we demonstrate that the effective modification of
the EoS of the shocked material by the frozen-in mag-
netic field changes this. Depending on the values of γ, β
and the shock strength, the magnetization can act either
as a destabilizing factor, enabling the SAE, or as a stabi-
lizing factor, producing the early-time exponential decay
of the shock-front ripples.

The DK instability condition h∗ > h∗c is found to oc-
cur in low compressible, highly magnetized plasma. Note
that, for γ = 2, the magnetic field does not influence
the shock conditions for any compression ratio. In par-
ticular, h∗(γ = 2) = (R − 3)/(2R) and h∗c(γ = 2) =
(R− 3)/(5R− 3). This is indeed indicative of a change
in the character of the solution, since for γ > 2 the curve

with lower β takes higher positions, as opposed to cases
where γ < 2. However, γ > 2 is not a sufficient condition
for instability, as shown in Fig. 3. Although the magnetic
effect towards instability changes its character for γ > 2,
its contribution must overcome the stabilizing acoustic
counterpart. This is better analyzed by evaluating the
slope of the function h∗ − h∗c in the strong-shock limit,
namely

h̄∗R =
d(h∗ − h∗c)
d(R−1)

∣∣∣∣
R= γ+1

γ−1

= (28)

= − (1 + γ)

4(γ − 1)

2 +
[
4 + β(γ − 1)2 − 2γ

]
γ

2 + β(γ − 1)γ
,

which is found to approach zero in a strongly magnetized
plasma β ≪ 1 when γ = 1+

√
2. Since the slope h̄∗R is a

monotonic function of β, the stability regimes are easily
identified in a ideal gas: for γ > 1 +

√
2, a sufficiently

small value of β will render SAE in the strong-shock limit,
while stability is ensured for γ < 1 +

√
2.

Akin to h∗c in (27), the DK parameter value that distin-
guishes the regime in which perturbations may decay ex-
ponentially in the early time, h∗d, can be easily expressed
in terms of the parameters R, γ and β by direct substi-
tution of (26) into (21). However, since this expression is
objectively long, we omit writing the explicit relationship
of h∗d for an ideal gas EoS.

The distinguished regimes that characterize the long-
time response of the perturbed shock are better analyzed
by looking at Fig. 4, which shows the isocontours h∗ = h∗d
(a) and h∗ = h∗c (b) as a function of the shock compres-
sion ratio R and the parameter β for different values
of the adiabatic index γ. Observing first the isocurves
h∗ = h∗d, the state in which a perturbed shock initially
develops with rapid exponential damping (h∗ < h∗d) is
characterized by the region below the inverted U-shaped
curve, namely for any shock strength below Rmax when
the magnetic field is sufficiently strong. We recall that
the magnetic field has a stabilizing effect only for val-
ues of γ that are less than 2. Examining panel (b) and
focusing on the isocurves where h∗ = h∗c instead, it is
evident that the region of neutral stability/SAE regime
(h∗ > h∗c) is located beneath the L-shaped curve associ-
ated with magnetic fields of significant strength within a
limited range of shock compression ratios. Note that this
phenomenon occurs in cases where the adiabatic indices
are high, as the magnetic field only has a destabilizing
effect for values of γ greater than 2. For clarity pur-
poses, Fig. 4 also displays, with the diamond and star
symbols, the conditions under which Fig. 8 and Fig. 11
are computed.

B. Van der Waals equation of state

The vdW EoS provides a more accurate description
of real fluid behavior than the ideal gas law. It takes
into account the effect associated with the non-contact
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ag
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<latexit sha1_base64="D1myDCRRs2CwGU8+rmfS3/xrouw=">AAAB9HicbZDLTsJAFIanXhFvRZduGomJG0lrvC2JblxiIpcEGjIdTmHCtNPMnKKk4U10ZdSdT+IL+DYO2IWC/+qb8/+TnPMHieAaXffLWlpeWV1bL2wUN7e2d3bt0l5Dy1QxqDMppGoFVIPgMdSRo4BWooBGgYBmMLyZ+s0RKM1lfI/jBPyI9mMeckbRjLp2qYPwiBnX8oSlagR60rXLbsWdyVkEL4cyyVXr2p+dnmRpBDEyQbVue26CfkYVciZgUuykGhLKhrQPbYMxjUD72Wz1iXMUSuXgAJzZ+3c2o5HW4ygwmYjiQM970+F/XjvF8MrPeJykCDEzEeOFqXBQOtMGnB5XwFCMDVCmuNnSYQOqKEPTU9Gc780fuwiN04p3UTm/OytXr/MiCuSAHJJj4pFLUiW3pEbqhJEH8kzeyLs1sp6sF+v1J7pk5X/2yR9ZH9/aIJId</latexit>

iso-curves
<latexit sha1_base64="D1myDCRRs2CwGU8+rmfS3/xrouw=">AAAB9HicbZDLTsJAFIanXhFvRZduGomJG0lrvC2JblxiIpcEGjIdTmHCtNPMnKKk4U10ZdSdT+IL+DYO2IWC/+qb8/+TnPMHieAaXffLWlpeWV1bL2wUN7e2d3bt0l5Dy1QxqDMppGoFVIPgMdSRo4BWooBGgYBmMLyZ+s0RKM1lfI/jBPyI9mMeckbRjLp2qYPwiBnX8oSlagR60rXLbsWdyVkEL4cyyVXr2p+dnmRpBDEyQbVue26CfkYVciZgUuykGhLKhrQPbYMxjUD72Wz1iXMUSuXgAJzZ+3c2o5HW4ygwmYjiQM970+F/XjvF8MrPeJykCDEzEeOFqXBQOtMGnB5XwFCMDVCmuNnSYQOqKEPTU9Gc780fuwiN04p3UTm/OytXr/MiCuSAHJJj4pFLUiW3pEbqhJEH8kzeyLs1sp6sF+v1J7pk5X/2yR9ZH9/aIJId</latexit>

iso-curves
<latexit sha1_base64="2Xvr4d1C+yYekiQb/4+kNJQ1vCw=">AAAB7HicbZDNSgMxFIXv1L9a/6ou3QSLIF2UGRF1IxTduKxgf2A6LZk07YRmkiHJCGXoW+hK1J1P4wv4NqZ1Ftp6Vl/uOYF7bphwpo3rfjmFldW19Y3iZmlre2d3r7x/0NIyVYQ2ieRSdUKsKWeCNg0znHYSRXEcctoOx7czv/1IlWZSPJhJQoMYjwQbMoKNHflRr4quUdQf9Kr9csWtuXOhZfByqECuRr/82R1IksZUGMKx1r7nJibIsDKMcDotdVNNE0zGeER9iwLHVAfZfOUpOhlKhUxE0fz9O5vhWOtJHNpMjE2kF73Z8D/PT83wKsiYSFJDBbER6w1TjoxEs+ZowBQlhk8sYKKY3RKRCCtMjL1Pydb3FssuQ+us5l3UvPvzSv0mP0QRjuAYTsGDS6jDHTSgCQQkPMMbvDvCeXJenNefaMHJ/xzCHzkf31TAjaM=</latexit>

h⇤ = h⇤
d

<latexit sha1_base64="kxculq54H4k4QVoYe1nrSUwkT5Q=">AAAB7HicbZDNSgMxFIUz9a/Wv6pLN8EiSBdlRkTdCEU3LivYH5hOSya97YRmkiHJCGXoW+hK1J1P4wv4NqZ1Ftp6Vl/uOYF7bphwpo3rfjmFldW19Y3iZmlre2d3r7x/0NIyVRSaVHKpOiHRwJmApmGGQydRQOKQQzsc38789iMozaR4MJMEgpiMBBsySowd+VGviq9x1Ke9ar9ccWvuXHgZvBwqKFejX/7sDiRNYxCGcqK177mJCTKiDKMcpqVuqiEhdExG4FsUJAYdZPOVp/hkKBU2EeD5+3c2I7HWkzi0mZiYSC96s+F/np+a4VWQMZGkBgS1EesNU46NxLPmeMAUUMMnFghVzG6JaUQUocbep2Tre4tll6F1VvMuat79eaV+kx+iiI7QMTpFHrpEdXSHGqiJKJLoGb2hd0c4T86L8/oTLTj5n0P0R87HN1NAjaI=</latexit>

h⇤ = h⇤
c
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<latexit sha1_base64="FjAahzJbJlut69B14f9QKwFiXoo=">AAAB6HicdVDLSsNAFL3xWeur6tLNYBFchUl9xV1REJcV7APaUCbTSTt28mBmIpTQf9CVqDu/xx/wb5zUCCp6Vueecy7cc/1EcKUxfrfm5hcWl5ZLK+XVtfWNzcrWdkvFqaSsSWMRy45PFBM8Yk3NtWCdRDIS+oK1/fFF7rfvmFQ8jm70JGFeSIYRDzgl2kjtSz60kUv6lSq2z9xj7GKEbTxDTmqH+MhFTqFUoUCjX3nrDWKahizSVBClug5OtJcRqTkVbFrupYolhI7JkHUNjUjIlJfNzp2i/SCWSI8Yms3fsxkJlZqEvsmERI/Uby8X//K6qQ5cL+NRkmoWURMxXpAKpGOUt0YDLhnVYmIIoZKbKxEdEUmoNr8pm/pfHdH/pFWznRPbua5V6+fFI0qwC3twAA6cQh2uoAFNoDCGB3iGF+vWurcerafP6JxV7OzAD1ivH0hIjIU=</latexit> F
ig

.
8a

<latexit sha1_base64="i6JN3doUTmhzV3KBLZLV2gOl/DY=">AAAB6HicdVDLSsNAFJ34rPVVdelmsAiuwqS+4q4oiMsK9gFtKJPpTTt28mBmIpTQf9CVqDu/xx/wb5zUCCp6Vueecy7cc/1EcKUJebfm5hcWl5ZLK+XVtfWNzcrWdkvFqWTQZLGIZcenCgSPoKm5FtBJJNDQF9D2xxe5374DqXgc3ehJAl5IhxEPOKPaSO1LPrSx6/crVWKfucfEJZjYZIac1A7JkYudQqmiAo1+5a03iFkaQqSZoEp1HZJoL6NScyZgWu6lChLKxnQIXUMjGoLystm5U7wfxBLrEeDZ/D2b0VCpSeibTEj1SP32cvEvr5vqwPUyHiWphoiZiPGCVGAd47w1HnAJTIuJIZRJbq7EbEQlZdr8pmzqf3XE/5NWzXZObOe6Vq2fF48ooV20hw6Qg05RHV2hBmoihsboAT2jF+vWurcerafP6JxV7OygH7BePwBJxoyG</latexit> F
ig

.
8b

<latexit sha1_base64="66tiYIGMl/7zhbG5w+zQ3ymkirc=">AAAB6XicdVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWARXQ1Jra3dFQVxWsA9oh5JJ77ShmQdJRihDP0JXou78HX/AvzGtFVT0rM6951w45/qJFNoQ8u4sLa+srq3nNvKbW9s7u4W9/ZaOU8WhyWMZq47PNEgRQdMII6GTKGChL6Htjy9nevsOlBZxdGsmCXghG0YiEJwZu+pciaGLKWX9QpG4tRqhpIyJW6YlSs8sIafVSpli6pI5imiBRr/w1hvEPA0hMlwyrbuUJMbLmDKCS5jme6mGhPExG0LX0oiFoL1snneKj4NYYTMCPJ+/ezMWaj0JfesJmRnp39ps+ZfWTU1w7mUiSlIDEbcWqwWpxCbGs9p4IBRwIyeWMK6ETYn5iCnGjX1O3tb/6oj/J62SSysuvSkV6xeLR+TQITpCJ4iiKqqja9RATcSRRA/oGb04Y+feeXSePq1LzuLmAP2A8/oBvPSMxA==</latexit> F
ig

.
11

a

<latexit sha1_base64="yLOtPDlGpShwl9GlIRIZt0rrpas=">AAAB6XicdVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWARXQ1Jra3dFQVxWsA9oh5JJ77ShmQdJRihDP0JXou78HX/AvzGtFVT0rM6951w45/qJFNoQ8u4sLa+srq3nNvKbW9s7u4W9/ZaOU8WhyWMZq47PNEgRQdMII6GTKGChL6Htjy9nevsOlBZxdGsmCXghG0YiEJwZu+pciaGLKfX7hSJxazVCSRkTt0xLlJ5ZQk6rlTLF1CVzFNECjX7hrTeIeRpCZLhkWncpSYyXMWUElzDN91INCeNjNoSupRELQXvZPO8UHwexwmYEeD5/92Ys1HoS+tYTMjPSv7XZ8i+tm5rg3MtElKQGIm4tVgtSiU2MZ7XxQCjgRk4sYVwJmxLzEVOMG/ucvK3/1RH/T1oll1ZcelMq1i8Wj8ihQ3SEThBFVVRH16iBmogjiR7QM3pxxs698+g8fVqXnMXNAfoB5/UDvnKMxQ==</latexit> F
ig

.
1
1b

<latexit sha1_base64="/gfzyac9VBxbPAJ5lfwGNx5hfd4=">AAACAnicbVC5TsNAFFyHK4QrQEnBigiJKrIRVxlBQxkkckiJFa03z8kq60O7zwjLSgc/AxUCOj6BH+BvWIcUkDDV7Mzsk2a8WAqNtv1lFRYWl5ZXiqultfWNza3y9k5TR4ni0OCRjFTbYxqkCKGBAiW0YwUs8CS0vNFV7rfuQGkRhbeYxuAGbBAKX3CGRuqV97sI95jlKqDg1Bcg+1SECKEWmI575YpdtSeg88SZkgqZot4rf3b7EU8CCJFLpnXHsWN0M6bMdQnjUjfREDM+YgPoGBqyALSbTYqM6aEfKYpDoJP372zGAq3TwDOZgOFQz3q5+J/XSdC/cDMRxompxE3EeH4iKUY034P2hQKOMjWEcSXyDfiQKcbRrFYy9Z3ZsvOkeVx1zqqnNyeV2uV0iCLZIwfkiDjknNTINamTBuHkkTyTN/JuPVhP1ov1+hMtWNM/u+QPrI9vb2uYDA==</latexit> m
ag
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<latexit sha1_base64="2VHlA+F47Uh4WaFgKsRs8WpeS0w=">AAACA3icbZDLTgIxFIY7eEO8oS7dNBITV2TGeFsS3bjERC4JENIpZ6Ch05m0ZwxkwlJfRldG3fkGvoBvYxlZKHhWX8//9yT/78dSGHTdLye3tLyyupZfL2xsbm3vFHf36iZKNIcaj2Skmz4zIIWCGgqU0Iw1sNCX0PCH11O9cQ/aiEjd4TiGTsj6SgSCM7SrbpG2EUaYCiVQMElhFEcKVMY94Gw86RZLbtnNhi6CN4MSmU21W/xs9yKehPYKl8yYlufG2EmZRsElTArtxEDM+JD1oWVRsRBMJ82STOhREGmKA6DZ+7c3ZaEx49C3npDhwMxr0+V/WivB4LJjA8YJguLWYrUgkRQjOi2E9oQGjnJsgXFta+CUD5hmHG1tBRvfmw+7CPWTsndePrs9LVWuZkXkyQE5JMfEIxekQm5IldQIJ4/kmbyRd+fBeXJenNcfa86Z/dknf8b5+AY5xph6</latexit>

initial exponential decay

<latexit sha1_base64="7aqxXRZ/6Gl/IQSBXRhR423kkJ0=">AAAB8nicbVDLSsNAFJ34rPXRqEs3wSJIFyURURcuim5cVrAPaNMwmd40QycPZm6EUvojuhJ156f4A/6Nk5qFth64cO4958I9108FV2jbX8bK6tr6xmZpq7y9s7tXMfcP2irJJIMWS0Qiuz5VIHgMLeQooJtKoJEvoOOPb3O98whS8SR+wEkKbkRHMQ84o6hHnlkJveGgdh3m5bFBzTOrdt2ew1omTkGqpEDTMz/7w4RlEcTIBFWq59gpulMqkTMBs3I/U5BSNqYj6Gka0wiUO50fPrNOgkRaGII17397pzRSahL52hNRDNWilg//03oZBlfulMdphhAzbdFakAkLEyvPbw25BIZiogllkusrLRZSSRnqL5V1fGcx7DJpn9Wdi7pzf15t3BSPKJEjckxOiUMuSYPckSZpEUYy8kzeyLuBxpPxYrz+WFeMYueQ/IHx8Q3zO4+p</latexit>

h⇤
d < h⇤ < h⇤

c

<latexit sha1_base64="KyBYPM1hhR/Ih3W3X7hM93/LU+0=">AAAB6nicbZDLSsNAFIZPvNZ6q7p0M1gE6aIkIupKim5cVrAXadMymZ40QycXZiZCCX0JXYm683F8Ad/Gac1CW//VN+f/B85/vERwpW37y1paXlldWy9sFDe3tnd2S3v7TRWnkmGDxSKWbY8qFDzChuZaYDuRSENPYMsb3Uz91iNKxePoXo8TdEM6jLjPGdVm9BD0KldBn/Uq/VLZrtozkUVwcihDrnq/9NkdxCwNMdJMUKU6jp1oN6NScyZwUuymChPKRnSIHYMRDVG52WzhCTn2Y0l0gGT2/p3NaKjUOPRMJqQ6UPPedPif10m1f+lmPEpSjREzEeP5qSA6JtPeZMAlMi3GBiiT3GxJWEAlZdpcp2jqO/NlF6F5WnXOq87dWbl2nR+iAIdwBCfgwAXU4Bbq0AAGITzDG7xbwnqyXqzXn+iSlf85gD+yPr4Bp7mNTw==</latexit>

h⇤ > h⇤
c

<latexit sha1_base64="ao4ltFPPFFxoGX7AtO3Dumg/ddI=">AAAB6nicbZC7TsMwFIZPuJZyKzCyWFRIqEOVIAQMDBUsjEWiF9SmleOeNFadi2wHqYr6EjAhYONxeAHeBrdkgJZ/+nz+39L5j5cIrrRtf1lLyyura+uFjeLm1vbObmlvv6niVDJssFjEsu1RhYJH2NBcC2wnEmnoCWx5o5up33pEqXgc3etxgm5IhxH3OaPajB6CXuUq6A96lX6pbFftmcgiODmUIVe9X/rsDmKWhhhpJqhSHcdOtJtRqTkTOCl2U4UJZSM6xI7BiIao3Gy28IQc+7EkOkAye//OZjRUahx6JhNSHah5bzr8z+uk2r90Mx4lqcaImYjx/FQQHZNpbzLgEpkWYwOUSW62JCygkjJtrlM09Z35sovQPK0651Xn7qxcu84PUYBDOIITcOACanALdWgAgxCe4Q3eLWE9WS/W6090ycr/HMAfWR/fpjONTg==</latexit>

h⇤ < h⇤
d

<latexit sha1_base64="vL0WDDeuleQWY9hAAX9LW1zuHFA=">AAACDnicbVDLTgIxFO34RHyhLt00EhMTI5kxvpZENy4xkUcChHTKBRo67aS9YyQT/kF/RldG3bnwB/wbC7JQ8KzOvefctOeEsRQWff/Lm5tfWFxazqxkV9fWNzZzW9sVqxPDocy11KYWMgtSKCijQAm12ACLQgnVsH810qt3YKzQ6hYHMTQj1lWiIzhDt2rlDhsI95gyO4hi1Cg4VVodtYGzgVBdqi0XUo69dtjK5f2CPwadJcGE5MkEpVbus9HWPIlAIZfM2nrgx9hMmXHvSBhmG4mFmPE+60LdUcUisM10HGpI9zvaUOwBHc+/vSmLrPtv6DwRw56d1kbL/7R6gp2LZipUnCAo7ixO6ySSoqajbmhbGOAoB44wbsSoDd5jhnF0DWZd/GA67CypHBeCs8LpzUm+eDkpIkN2yR45IAE5J0VyTUqkTDh5JM/kjbx7D96T9+K9/ljnvMnNDvkD7+MbON6dbg==</latexit>

asymptotic non-decaying oscillations

<latexit sha1_base64="tBBmxV7BgjYqFX8mPyWK8lGEBQY=">AAAB93icbZDJTsMwFEUdxlKmMOzYWFRIrKoEMS0r2LAsEh2kNqoc96W16gyyXxAh6rfACgE7/oMf4G9wSxbQclfH715L710/kUKj43xZC4tLyyurpbXy+sbm1ra9s9vUcao4NHgsY9X2mQYpImigQAntRAELfQktf3Q98Vv3oLSIozvMEvBCNohEIDhDM+rZ+12EB8wVDFLJFO0DZ9m4Z1ecqjMVnQe3gAopVO/Zn91+zNMQIuSSad1xnQS9nCkUXMK43E01JIyP2AA6BiMWgvby6fZjehTEiuIQ6PT9O5uzUOss9E0mZDjUs95k+J/XSTG49HIRJSlCxE3EeEEqKcZ0UgLtCwUcZWaAcSXMlpQPmWIcTVVlc747e+w8NE+q7nn17Pa0UrsqiiiRA3JIjolLLkiN3JA6aRBOHskzeSPvVmY9WS/W6090wSr+7JE/sj6+Aemok0M=</latexit>

regular decay

<latexit sha1_base64="c0jQWf9KyFOgQKwyRycgLlrDc9E=">AAAB5HicbZDLTsMwEEUnPEt5FViysaiQyqZKEK9lBRuWRdCH1EaV405aq44T2Q5SFfUPYIWAHV/ED/A3uCULaLmr47nX0twJEsG1cd0vZ2l5ZXVtvbBR3Nza3tkt7e03dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6mfqtR1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGju6r9CTXqnsVt2ZyCJ4OZQhV71X+uz2Y5ZGKA0TVOuO5ybGz6gynAmcFLupxoSyER1gx6KkEWo/m606IcdhrIgZIpm9f2czGmk9jgKbiagZ6nlvOvzP66QmvPIzLpPUoGQ2Yr0wFcTEZNqY9LlCZsTYAmWK2y0JG1JFmbF3Kdr63nzZRWieVr2L6vndWbl2nR+iAIdwBBXw4BJqcAt1aACDATzDG7w7ofPkvDivP9ElJ/9zAH/kfHwDf4OK6Q==</latexit>

(a)

<latexit sha1_base64="v55cRftxtzJIKcszBfJ9SCX2rGM=">AAAB5HicbZDLTsMwEEUnPEt5FViysaiQyqZKEK9lBRuWRdCH1EaV405aq44T2Q5SFfUPYIWAHV/ED/A3uCULaLmr47nX0twJEsG1cd0vZ2l5ZXVtvbBR3Nza3tkt7e03dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6mfqtR1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGju6rwQnvVLZrbozkUXwcihDrnqv9NntxyyNUBomqNYdz02Mn1FlOBM4KXZTjQllIzrAjkVJI9R+Nlt1Qo7DWBEzRDJ7/85mNNJ6HAU2E1Ez1PPedPif10lNeOVnXCapQclsxHphKoiJybQx6XOFzIixBcoUt1sSNqSKMmPvUrT1vfmyi9A8rXoX1fO7s3LtOj9EAQ7hCCrgwSXU4Bbq0AAGA3iGN3h3QufJeXFef6JLTv7nAP7I+fgGgQKK6g==</latexit>

(b)
<latexit sha1_base64="j093yLiAH4am3FBNMetepDtJHmY=">AAAB7XicbZDNSgMxFIXv1L9a/6ou3QSL4KrMqKgboejGZQX7A52xZNLbNjQzGZKMUIY+hq5E3fkyvoBvY1pnoa1n9eWeE7jnhong2rjul1NYWl5ZXSuulzY2t7Z3yrt7TS1TxbDBpJCqHVKNgsfYMNwIbCcKaRQKbIWjm6nfekSluYzvzTjBIKKDmPc5o8aOfD9EQ8kV8dyH02654lbdmcgieDlUIFe9W/70e5KlEcaGCap1x3MTE2RUGc4ETkp+qjGhbEQH2LEY0wh1kM12npCjvlTEDJHM3r+zGY20HkehzUTUDPW8Nx3+53VS078MMh4nqcGY2Yj1+qkgRpJpddLjCpkRYwuUKW63JGxIFWXGHqhk63vzZReheVL1zqve3Vmldp0foggHcAjH4MEF1OAW6tAABgk8wxu8O9J5cl6c159owcn/7MMfOR/f6YON9A==</latexit>

� = 103

<latexit sha1_base64="c9h9445DvmD4Bh6Ad5inKJki5b0=">AAAB8nicbZDLSsNAFIYn9VbrpVGXbgaL4MaSqKgboejGZQV7gTaWyfSkHTq5MHMilNAX0ZWoOx/FF/BtnNYstPVffXP+f+D8x0+k0Og4X1ZhaXllda24XtrY3Nou2zu7TR2nikODxzJWbZ9pkCKCBgqU0E4UsNCX0PJHN1O/9QhKizi6x3ECXsgGkQgEZ2hGPbvc9QEZvaKu85Adn056dsWpOjPRRXBzqJBc9Z792e3HPA0hQi6Z1h3XSdDLmELBJUxK3VRDwviIDaBjMGIhaC+bLT6hh0GsKA6Bzt6/sxkLtR6HvsmEDId63psO//M6KQaXXiaiJEWIuIkYL0glxZhO+9O+UMBRjg0wroTZkvIhU4yjuVLJ1Hfnyy5C86Tqnlfdu7NK7To/RJHskwNyRFxyQWrkltRJg3CSkmfyRt4ttJ6sF+v1J1qw8j975I+sj2+QXY9o</latexit>

� = 10�3

<latexit sha1_base64="iJXOMbUJRl2Ll6bUtFo9DOv5diM=">AAAB+XicbVC7TsNAEDzzDOFlQKKhOREhUUU24lVQRKKhDBJ5SEkUnS/r5JTz2bpbIyKTj4EKAR2/wQ/wN1yCC0iYanZndrU7QSKFQc/7chYWl5ZXVgtrxfWNza1td2e3buJUc6jxWMa6GTADUiiooUAJzUQDiwIJjWB4PdEb96CNiNUdjhLoRKyvRCg4Q9vquvtthAfMuF1hKIJB6FGhxl235JW9Keg88XNSIjmqXfez3Yt5GoFCLpkxLd9LsJMxjYJLGBfbqYGE8SHrQ8tSxSIwnWx6/5gehbGmOAA6rX97MxYZM4oC64kYDsysNmn+p7VSDC87mVBJiqC4tVgtTCXFmE5ioD2hgaMcWcK4FvZKygdMM442rKJ93599dp7UT8r+efns9rRUucqDKJADckiOiU8uSIXckCqpEU4eyTN5I+9O5jw5L87rj3XByWf2yB84H98iyJPo</latexit>

cases tested in
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Fig.8 and Fig.11

FIG. 4. Isocurves for h∗ = h∗
d (a) and h∗ = h∗

c (b) as a function of shock compression ratio R and the parameter β for different
values of the adiabatic index.

interaction between particles and the finite volume they
occupy. This EoS is particularly interesting because it
is known to lead to DK instability for sufficiently com-
pressible flows, as found in Ref. [60, 61, 71] for a regular
gasdynamic shock. In order to study the stability bound-
ary of the vdW magnetized gas, we need to explicitly de-
fine the corresponding EoS p(ρ, T ) and internal energy
relationship E(ρ, T ), namely

p =
ρRgT

1− b′ρ
− a′ρ2, (29a)

E =
RgT

γ − 1
− a′ρ, (29b)

respectively. With respect to the ideal gas EoS, the term
involving the constant a′ corrects for the intermolecular
attraction, while b′ represents the volume occupied by
the gas particles (co-volume). It is readily seen that (29)
reduces to the ideal gas model when a′ and b′ approach
zero, namely p = ρRgT and E = RgT/(γ − 1).

To solve the RH equations, it proves convenient to
write the internal energy and the speed of sound as func-
tions of p and ρ by direct combination of the two rela-
tionships in (29) and the definition of the speed of sound,

resulting in

E =
(p+ ρ2a′)(1− b′ρ)

ρ(γ − 1)
− a′ρ, (30a)

c2 =
γ(p+ ρ2a′)
ρ(1− b′ρ)

− 2a′ρ, (30b)

respectively. Simple manipulation of (30) provides c2 =
γRgT = γp/ρ as the square of the speed of sound for an
ideal gas EoS, i.e., a′ = b′ = 0. In dimensionless form,
the gain of internal energy reads as:

E =
(P +R2a)(1− bR)−R(1 + a)(1− b)

R(γ − 1)
− a(R− 1),

(31)
and the polytropic index needed to define the post-shock
Mach number MF2 in (5) is

γT = γ
P +R2a

P(1− bR)
− 2a

R2

P , (32)

where a = a′ρ21/p1 and b = b′ρ1 are dimensionless pa-
rameters of the vdW EoS.

The RH relationship for a magnetized vdW gas can
be expressed explicitly using the dimensionless internal
energy gain factor E , as follows:

P =
R [γ + 1− 2b(a+ 1)− 2a(γ − 2)]− (γ − 1) + 2aR2 (γ − 2 + bR)

(γ + 1)−R (γ − 1 + 2b)
+

1

β

(R− 1)3(γ − 1)

(γ + 1)−R (γ − 1 + 2b)
, (33)
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FIG. 5. Rankine-Hugoniot curves for an MHD shock in a vdW gas with different values of transverse magnetic field intensities.
The vdW gas parameters are γ = 31/30, a = 1/2 and b = 1/9.

which is appropriately expressed as the sum of the non-
magnetic and magnetic contributions.

Figure 5 shows the Rankine-Hugoniot curves for an
MHD shock in a vdW gas with different values of trans-
verse magnetic field intensity. The selected values for the
pre-shock and vdW EoS parameters correspond to those
used in Refs. [60, 61] for non-magnetic shocks associated
with high gas compressibility γ = 31/30, non-negligible
vdW parameters, a = 1/2 and b = 1/9, since they render
the DK instability h > hc within an interval of shock
strengths corresponding to 2.2586 < R < 3.1482. Both
thermal P (a) and thermal-plus-magnetic P∗ (b) pres-
sure ratios are represented in the left and right pan-
els, respectively. The effect of the magnetic field is
qualitatively similar to that observed in Fig. 2 for an
ideal gas: the thermal contribution dominates for suf-
ficiently strong shocks, since the magnetic contribution
is bounded by the maximum density compression ratio
(B2

2/B
2
1)max = (R2)max ∼ 63, although this contribu-

tion is now higher than that found in the previous case
due to the high compressibility of the gas chosen for the
computation.

The two partial derivatives required to define the DK
parameter h∗, according to (18), take the form

ER =
P +R2a(2Rb+ γ − 2)

R2(1− γ)
, (34a)

EP =
1−Rb
R(γ − 1)

, (34b)

for the isochoric and isobaric derivatives, respectively.

The functions P, E , γT , ER and EP are used to define
h∗ and h∗c as a function of the density compression ra-
tio R and the constitutive gas parameters γ, a and b,
and the pre-shock beta parameter β. For example, Fig. 6
shows the difference h∗−h∗c as a function of R−1 for dif-
ferent values of the transverse magnetic intensity β and
the adiabatic index γ. The vdW parameters are fixed at
a = 1/2 and b = 1/9 respectively. For these particular
conditions, the perturbed shock can lead to DK instabil-
ity for two different reasons: purely acoustic instability
(solid orange curve), previously found in Refs. [60, 61],
and magnetosonic instability (dashed green curve).

As shown previously when studying the ideal gas case,
the effect of the magnetic field is stabilizing for suffi-
ciently low values of γ. In the case shown in Fig. 6 for
γ = 31/30, order of unity values of β make the shock sta-
ble. Further computations show that β must be less than
63.88 for the shock to be stable for any shock intensity,
which was neutrally stable in a non-magnetized vdW gas
with γ = 31/30, a = 1/2 and b = 1/9. The effect of the
magnetic field is reversed for higher values of γ. Qualita-
tively similar to what is found in ideal gases, the magnetic
field promotes instability in gases with high adiabatic in-
dex, see the case with γ = 7/2 in Fig. 6. One evident
distinction is that, for a vdW gas, there is no possibil-
ity to get a β-independent configuration, as occurred for
γ = 2 in an ideal gas. Another marked difference is that,
since h∗ − h∗c is not zero in the strong-shock limit, the
instability prerequisite obtained for ideal gases, h̄∗R > 0,
does not apply in this case, since h̄R > 0 and h∗−h∗c < 0
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DK neutrally stable

FIG. 6. Function h∗ − h∗
c as a function of R−1 for different

values of the transverse magnetic intensity β and the adiabatic
index γ. The parameters of the van der Waals EoS are a = 1/2
and b = 1/9.

is still possible for 1 ≤ R ≤ Rmax.

C. Three-term equation of state for simple metals

In the previous section it was shown that magnetic
fields can promote instability under strong-shock condi-
tions for gases whose adiabatic index is sufficiently high,
γ > 1 +

√
2 for an ideal gas EoS. It corresponds to char-

acteristic values for metallic materials, so it is advisable
to compute now the stability limits with a more accurate
description of the EoS. Recall that ideal-gas equations of
state with high γ are often used to approximate the real-
istic EoS of condensed materials [39, 69, 70] whose shock
compression is low compared to ideal gases. However,
the assumption of a constant γ independent of the shock
strength may be an oversimplification for our shock-front
stability studies. In reality, the effective γ defined by (6)
as γ = ∂ln p/∂ln ρ |s in condensed materials can be large,
indicating near-incompressibility for relatively low shock
pressures, see the inset in Fig. 7. However, it decreases
rapidly with increasing shock compression. Since the DK
instability is only possible for finite shock strengths, in
this Section we check if the high γ required for the DK in-
stability range in a magnetized material can be produced
in shock-compressed solid materials.

For this purpose, we use, as an example, a convenient,
analytically tractable three-term EoS based on the cold-
pressure approximation developed by [72]. This model is
reasonably accurate in describing the shock compression
of simple metals, such as Al and Cu (in this example, we
use the parameters for Al, see Appendix A), for shock
compressions up to ∼ 2.5 and pressures up to ∼ 5Mbar.
We do not seek higher EoS model accuracy, which can
be achieved with more elaborate approximations, such
as the seven-parameter model used by [73]. The reason
is that the magnetic fields required to affect the shock

compression significantly are too large to be practically
compatible with a uniform magnetization of a material
in a cold-metal state. The Mbar shock pressure range
required for substantial shock compression corresponds
to magnetic fields above 5MG, only produced in the lab-
oratory with magnetocumulative generators [74, 75]. In-
teraction of a conducting metal sample with a magnetic
field rapidly increased to a multi-MG level results in the
explosion of the skin layer, converting the metal into a
plasma. Our goal is more straightforward: to check if the
increase in effective γ compatible with a realistic EoS of
metal can enable SAE in magnetized but otherwise DK-
stable materials [60]. We demonstrate in the following
that this is not the case.

In condensed materials, the equation of state and the
internal energy function are typically written in terms
of density ρ and temperature T , as described in (A2) in
the appendix. Then the definition of the parameter h∗
through the RH slope dP/dR is conveniently expressed
in the form

dP
dR = −∂H

∂R

(
∂H
∂P

)−1

= P ′
R − ∂H

∂R

∣∣∣∣
T

∂H
∂T

∣∣∣∣−1

T
P ′
T , (35)

where T = T2/T1 is the temperature ratio across the
shock and the functions of the partial derivatives for the
EoS and the internal energy are

P ′
R =

∂P
∂R

∣∣∣∣
T
, P ′

T =
∂P
∂T

∣∣∣∣
R
, (36a)

E ′
R =

∂E
∂R

∣∣∣∣
T
, E ′

T =
∂E
∂T

∣∣∣∣
R
, (36b)

respectively, with the latter two being used to define the
partial derivatives along the Hugoniot, namely

∂H
∂R

∣∣∣∣
T
=

2RE ′
R − (R− 1)P ′

R
2R

+
1 + β − 3βP − 3R2 + 2R3

2βR2
, (37a)

∂H
∂T

∣∣∣∣
R

=
2RE ′

T − (R− 1)P ′
T

2R . (37b)

The prime symbols are used here to distinguish E ′
R,

applied along the isothermal condition, from the one pre-
viously defined, ER, applied along the isobar. The rest of
the primed symbols are kept for consistency. To compute
the fast magnetosonic Mach number MF2 needed for the
definition of h∗c , the polytropic index must be provided.
It can be computed with the aid of

γT =
γcpc + γlpl + γepe

pc + pl + pe
, (38)

which accounts for the cold, lattice and electronic contri-
butions: γc, γl and γe respectively. They are provided in
(A11). Note that γT diverges in cold conditions, but it
tends to 5/3 if temperature is sufficiently high, as occurs
in the gas behind high-intensity shocks.



11

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.00.001

0.010

0.100

1

10

100

<latexit sha1_base64="ocrLZTTLwQ2oHfLq7agy3di2w4Q=">AAAB7XicbZC9TsMwFIVv+C3lr8DIYlEhsVASoMBYwcJYpP5JTVQ5rtNatePIdpCqqI8BEwI2XoYX4G1wSwZoOdPne46le26YcKaN6345S8srq2vrhY3i5tb2zm5pb7+lZaoIbRLJpeqEWFPOYto0zHDaSRTFIuS0HY7upn77kSrNZNww44QGAg9iFjGCjR35/gALgXuN0+rZRa9UdivuTGgRvBzKkKveK336fUlSQWNDONa667mJCTKsDCOcTop+qmmCyQgPaNdijAXVQTbbeYKOI6mQGVI0e//OZlhoPRahzQhshnremw7/87qpiW6CjMVJamhMbMR6UcqRkWhaHfWZosTwsQVMFLNbIjLEChNjD1S09b35sovQOq94V5Xqw2W5dpsfogCHcAQn4ME11OAe6tAEAgk8wxu8O9J5cl6c15/okpP/OYA/cj6+AZN1jmc=</latexit>

�T � 5/3

<latexit sha1_base64="+8ZV72af18hKiG3FwoNBYkO4duY=">AAAB7nicbZDLTsJAFIZP8YZ4Q126mUhM3EhaQ9Ql0Y1LNHJJoJLpcAoTphdnpiak6Wvoyqg7H8YX8G0csAsF/9U35/8nOf/xYsGVtu0vq7C0vLK6VlwvbWxube+Ud/daKkokwyaLRCQ7HlUoeIhNzbXATiyRBp7Atje+mvrtR5SKR+GdnsToBnQYcp8zqs3ITXuMCnKb3acnTtYvV+yqPRNZBCeHCuRq9MufvUHEkgBDzQRVquvYsXZTKjVnArNSL1EYUzamQ+waDGmAyk1nS2fkyI8k0SMks/fvbEoDpSaBZzIB1SM1702H/3ndRPsXbsrDONEYMhMxnp8IoiMy7U4GXCLTYmKAMsnNloSNqKRMmwuVTH1nvuwitE6rzlm1dlOr1C/zQxThAA7hGBw4hzpcQwOawOABnuEN3q3YerJerNefaMHK/+zDH1kf3/k3j0Q=</latexit>

R�1

0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

-0.6

-0.4

-0.2

0.0

0.2

<latexit sha1_base64="+M5TOzsJnsUC5sFXN7JM5YWr3C0=">AAAB6nicbZDNTsJAFIVv8Q/xD3XpppGYGBJJa4i6JLpxiYn8GChkOlzohJm2mZmakIaX0JVRdz6OL+DbOGAXCp7VN/ecSe65fsyZ0o7zZeVWVtfWN/Kbha3tnd294v5BU0WJpNigEY9k2ycKOQuxoZnm2I4lEuFzbPnjm5nfekSpWBTe60mMniCjkA0ZJdqMHoJe+Szo0165Xyw5FWcuexncDEqQqd4vfnYHEU0EhppyolTHdWLtpURqRjlOC91EYUzomIywYzAkApWXzhee2ifDSNo6QHv+/p1NiVBqInyTEUQHatGbDf/zOokeXnkpC+NEY0hNxHjDhNs6sme97QGTSDWfGCBUMrOlTQMiCdXmOgVT310suwzN84p7UaneVUu16+wQeTiCYzgFFy6hBrdQhwZQEPAMb/BucevJerFef6I5K/tzCH9kfXwDjvyNQQ==</latexit>

h⇤ � h⇤
c

<latexit sha1_base64="+8ZV72af18hKiG3FwoNBYkO4duY=">AAAB7nicbZDLTsJAFIZP8YZ4Q126mUhM3EhaQ9Ql0Y1LNHJJoJLpcAoTphdnpiak6Wvoyqg7H8YX8G0csAsF/9U35/8nOf/xYsGVtu0vq7C0vLK6VlwvbWxube+Ud/daKkokwyaLRCQ7HlUoeIhNzbXATiyRBp7Atje+mvrtR5SKR+GdnsToBnQYcp8zqs3ITXuMCnKb3acnTtYvV+yqPRNZBCeHCuRq9MufvUHEkgBDzQRVquvYsXZTKjVnArNSL1EYUzamQ+waDGmAyk1nS2fkyI8k0SMks/fvbEoDpSaBZzIB1SM1702H/3ndRPsXbsrDONEYMhMxnp8IoiMy7U4GXCLTYmKAMsnNloSNqKRMmwuVTH1nvuwitE6rzlm1dlOr1C/zQxThAA7hGBw4hzpcQwOawOABnuEN3q3YerJerNefaMHK/+zDH1kf3/k3j0Q=</latexit>

R�1

<latexit sha1_base64="iBDeFC1hKVG7u0dQ2tdTLqLOn3o=">AAAB7nicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuLHMSL0sFApuXFboDdqxZNIzbWjmYpIRytDX0JWoOx/GF/BtTOsstPVffTn/Hzj/8WLBlbbtLyu3tLyyupZfL2xsbm3vFHf3mipKJMMGi0Qk2x5VKHiIDc21wHYskQaewJY3upn6rUeUikdhXY9jdAM6CLnPGdVm5NZ7Drkmjn2fnpxNesWSXbZnIovgZFCCTLVe8bPbj1gSYKiZoEp1HDvWbkql5kzgpNBNFMaUjegAOwZDGqBy09nSE3LkR5LoIZLZ+3c2pYFS48AzmYDqoZr3psP/vE6i/Us35WGcaAyZiRjPTwTREZl2J30ukWkxNkCZ5GZLwoZUUqbNhQqmvjNfdhGap2XnvFy5q5SqV9kh8nAAh3AMDlxAFW6hBg1g8ADP8AbvVmw9WS/W6080Z2V/9uGPrI9vKA+ODg==</latexit>

T1 = 10�5

<latexit sha1_base64="YwU7YNcaicb4Zv0pCDFNRcKTSJM=">AAAB7nicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuLHMaFEXCgU3Liv0Bu1YMumZNjRzMckIZehr6ErUnQ/jC/g2pnUW2vqvvpz/D5z/eLHgStv2l5VbWl5ZXcuvFzY2t7Z3irt7TRUlkmGDRSKSbY8qFDzEhuZaYDuWSANPYMsb3Uz91iNKxaOwrscxugEdhNznjGozcus9h1wTx75PT84mvWLJLtszkUVwMihBplqv+NntRywJMNRMUKU6jh1rN6VScyZwUugmCmPKRnSAHYMhDVC56WzpCTnyI0n0EMns/Tub0kCpceCZTED1UM170+F/XifR/qWb8jBONIbMRIznJ4LoiEy7kz6XyLQYG6BMcrMlYUMqKdPmQgVT35kvuwjN07JzXq7cVUrVq+wQeTiAQzgGBy6gCrdQgwYweIBneIN3K7aerBfr9Seas7I/+/BH1sc3JRGODA==</latexit>

T1 = 10�3

<latexit sha1_base64="eQeaKrbjKxI//lorPqE2JtYXl0c=">AAAB7nicbZDLSgMxFIbPeK31VnXpJlgEN5aJFHWhUHDjskJv0I4lk55pQzMXk4xQhr6GrkTd+TC+gG9jWrvQ1n/15fx/4PzHT6TQxnW/nKXlldW19dxGfnNre2e3sLff0HGqONZ5LGPV8plGKSKsG2EkthKFLPQlNv3hzcRvPqLSIo5qZpSgF7J+JALBmbEjr9al5JpQ9z47peNuoeiW3KnIItAZFGGmarfw2enFPA0xMlwyrdvUTYyXMWUElzjOd1KNCeND1se2xYiFqL1suvSYHAexImaAZPr+nc1YqPUo9G0mZGag573J8D+vnZrg0stElKQGI24j1gtSSUxMJt1JTyjkRo4sMK6E3ZLwAVOMG3uhvK1P58suQuOsRM9L5btysXI1O0QODuEIToDCBVTgFqpQBw4P8Axv8O4kzpPz4rz+RJec2Z8D+CPn4xsiE44K</latexit>

T1 = 10�1 <latexit sha1_base64="u9Gz9hRmeJJT4DzwdxjbjB+KkjQ=">AAAB7nicbZDLTgJBEEVrfCK+UJduJhITN5IZJerGhOjGJSbySGAkPU0NdOh52F1jQib8hq6MuvNj/AH/xgZZKHhXp+veTuqWn0ihyXG+rIXFpeWV1dxafn1jc2u7sLNb13GqONZ4LGPV9JlGKSKskSCJzUQhC32JDX9wPfYbj6i0iKM7GibohawXiUBwRmbktX0kduk699nx6ahTKDolZyJ7HtwpFGGqaqfw2e7GPA0xIi6Z1i3XScjLmCLBJY7y7VRjwviA9bBlMGIhai+bLD2yD4NY2dRHe/L+nc1YqPUw9E0mZNTXs954+J/XSim48DIRJSlhxE3EeEEqbYrtcXe7KxRykkMDjCthtrR5nynGyVwob+q7s2XnoX5Scs9K5dtysXI1PUQO9uEAjsCFc6jADVShBhwe4Bne4N1KrCfrxXr9iS5Y0z978EfWxzdqro7m</latexit>

� = 10�3
<latexit sha1_base64="GRdJi527JfbF30mJAikdP8+bzYw=">AAAB6HicbZDLSgNBEEVr4ivGV9Slm8EguAozEtSNEHTjMoJ5QDKEnk5N0qbnQXeNEIb8g65E3fk9/oB/YyfOQhPv6nTd21C3/EQKTY7zZRVWVtfWN4qbpa3tnd298v5BS8ep4tjksYxVx2capYiwSYIkdhKFLPQltv3xzcxvP6LSIo7uaZKgF7JhJALBGZlRu+cjsSu3X644VWcuexncHCqQq9Evf/YGMU9DjIhLpnXXdRLyMqZIcInTUi/VmDA+ZkPsGoxYiNrL5utO7ZMgVjaN0J6/f2czFmo9CX2TCRmN9KI3G/7ndVMKLr1MRElKGHETMV6QSptie9baHgiFnOTEAONKmC1tPmKKcTK3KZn67mLZZWidVd3zau2uVqlf54cowhEcwym4cAF1uIUGNIHDGJ7hDd6tB+vJerFef6IFK/9zCH9kfXwDpNqMxA==</latexit>

� = 1
<latexit sha1_base64="7YOBkI8iWjOEosqGmjdRjwpYOyQ=">AAAB63icbZDNTgIxFIXv4B/iH+rSzURi4orMKFE3JkQ3LjGRnwgj6ZQLNLSdSdsxIROeQldG3fk2voBvY8FZKHhWX+85Te65YcyZNp735eSWlldW1/LrhY3Nre2d4u5eQ0eJolinEY9UKyQaOZNYN8xwbMUKiQg5NsPR9dRvPqLSLJJ3ZhxjIMhAsj6jxNjRfSdEQy597+G0Wyx5ZW8mdxH8DEqQqdYtfnZ6EU0ESkM50brte7EJUqIMoxwnhU6iMSZ0RAbYtiiJQB2ks40n7lE/Uq4Zojt7/86mRGg9FqHNCGKGet6bDv/z2onpXwQpk3FiUFIbsV4/4a6J3Glxt8cUUsPHFghVzG7p0iFRhBp7noKt78+XXYTGSdk/K1duK6XqVXaIPBzAIRyDD+dQhRuoQR0oSHiGN3h3hPPkvDivP9Gck/3Zhz9yPr4BO6qNow==</latexit>

� = 103

FIG. 7. Function h∗−h∗
c as a function of R−1 for different val-

ues of the transverse magnetic intensity β and the upstream
temperature (in eV). The scaled upstream density is z1 = 1,
corresponding to ρ1 = ρ0m. The inset shows the effective
post-shock polytropic index as a function of the shock com-
pression ratio.

Figure 7 shows that the shock is stable for all condi-
tions considered: from weak to intense magnetic fields,
from low to high compression factors and for different
upstream temperatures. Although the effect of the mag-
netic field seems to increase the function h∗ − h∗c in the
least cold conditions, its effect is not sufficiently strong to
lead to SAE. The apparent contradiction with the ideal
gas is resolved if we take into account that γ is a variable
function. In weak-shock conditions, the value of γ is high,
but ideal gas theory dictates that stability is ensured for
any magnetic intensity and any adiabatic index for suf-
ficiently weak shocks. In strong-shock conditions, where
ideal gas theory predicted instability for the high γ and
low β, the adiabatic index of the compressed material is
lowered below 1+

√
2, thereby indicating stability. We re-

fer to the inset in Fig. 7, where the rapid approach of γT
towards the asymptotic value 5/3 < 1 +

√
2 is observed.

IV. SPATIOTEMPORAL EVOLUTION OF THE
PERTURBED FLOW

The previous section has been devoted to the specifi-
cation of the DK stability limits that distinguish the ab-
solutely stable regimes from the neutrally stable regime,
the latter being associated with constant-amplitude os-
cillations of the shock ripples at late time and SAE. The
analysis then provides no information on the transient
evolution nor on the long-time perturbation amplitudes.
In order to properly describe the effect of the magnetic
field intensity in the shocked gas perturbations, which

is a problem of great importance in MagLIF schemes,
we theoretically calculate the transient evolution of the
shock ripple and the post-shock variables.

A. Shock ripple amplitude

Since the evolution of the isolated planar shock, either
in the DK neutrally stable regime or not, has been ex-
tensively studied in previous works [76–78], we do not
reproduce the derivations here, but only present the final
results. For the decaying-amplitude case h∗ < h∗c , the
evolution of the shock ripple amplitude is given by

ξs
∣∣
h≤hc

(τ) =
2

π

∫ 1

0

√
1− z2σc

(σc − σbz2)2 + z2(1− z2)

cos

(
z
√
1−M2

F2τ

)
dz, (39)

which involves the parameters

σb =
1− h∗

2MF2
, (40a)

σc =
RMF2

1−M2
F2

1 + h∗

2
. (40b)

The asymptotic behavior is ξs(τ) ∼ τ−3/2 for τ ≫ 1.
When σb > σc + 1/(4σc) (or h∗ < h∗d), the mathematical
expression governing the evolution of the shock ripple re-
mains the same, although the initial exponential damping
serves as a clear distinguishing factor for this regime.

When h∗ = h∗c , the parameters σb = σc, and then
ξs(τ) ∼ τ−1/2. For the case h∗ > h∗c the shock ripple
evolution must include the non-decaying contribution, so
that

ξs
∣∣
h>hc

(τ) = ξs
∣∣
h≤hc

(τ)

+ ξ∞s sin

(
ζ
√
1−M2

F2τ

)
, (41)

where the normalized frequency is

ζ =

[
2σbσc − 1−

√
1 + 4σc(σc − σb)

2(σ2
b − 1)

]1/2

, (42)

satisfying ζ ≥ 1, and the asymptotic amplitude

ξ∞s =
σc
ζ2
σc − σbζ

2 + ζ
√
ζ2 − 1√

1 + 4σc(σc − σb)
. (43)

It can be easily demonstrated that ξ∞s is a monotonic
function of h∗ bounded by ξ∞s = 0 and ξ∞s = R/(1 +
2RMF2−MF2), corresponding to the limits h∗ = h∗c and
h∗ = 1+2MF2, respectively. Note that, for h∗ = h∗c , the
frequency agrees with the shock fundamental frequency
ζ = 1, while it diverges for h∗ = 1 + 2MF2.

It is of interest to evaluate these functions in the con-
text of MHD shocks. To simplify the analysis, this section
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<latexit sha1_base64="y6/28w8bHE9kjAsgmrhjxzeqt1g=">AAAB73icdVDLTsJAFJ3iC/GFunQzkZi4aloqUhYmRDcuMREwgUKmwy1MmD6cmZqQhu/QlVF3/os/4N84ICZq9KzOvefc5JzrJ5xJZVnvRm5peWV1Lb9e2Njc2t4p7u61ZJwKCk0a81jc+EQCZxE0FVMcbhIBJPQ5tP3xxUxv34GQLI6u1SQBLyTDiAWMEqVXva4PiuAzbFu9zJn2iyXLrLmuVatiy7RrlYpT0cQpu1XHxrZpzVFCCzT6xbfuIKZpCJGinEjZsa1EeRkRilEO00I3lZAQOiZD6GgakRCkl81TT/FREAusRoDn83dvRkIpJ6GvPSFRI/lbmy3/0jqpClwvY1GSKoiotmgtSDlWMZ6VxwMmgCo+0YRQwXRKTEdEEKr0iwq6/ldH/D9plU371LSvTkr188Uj8ugAHaJjZKMqqqNL1EBNRJFAD+gZvRi3xr3xaDx9WnPG4mYf/YDx+gEySY9d</latexit>

� = 103

<latexit sha1_base64="/Na1PtwmUeYitt8CNB0aNheLTzY=">AAAB8nicdVDLSgNBEJyNrxgfiXr0MhgELy6zSVz1IAS9eFQwKiQxzI6dZMjsg5leISz5ET2JevNT/AH/xkmMoKJ1qu6qhqoOEiUNMvbu5GZm5+YX8ouFpeWV1WJpbf3SxKkW0BCxivV1wA0oGUEDJSq4TjTwMFBwFQxOxvrVHWgj4+gChwm0Q96LZFcKjnbVKRVbASCnR9RjN9luddQplZnrVSqH+1XKXH/P96t7llSqPqsx6rlsgjKZ4qxTemvdxiINIUKhuDFNjyXYzrhGKRSMCq3UQMLFgPegaWnEQzDtbBJ8RLe7sabYBzqZv3szHhozDAPrCTn2zW9tvPxLa6bYPWhnMkpShEhYi9W6qaIY03F/eis1CFRDS7jQ0qakos81F2i/VLD1vzrS/8llxfV81zuvlevH00fkySbZIjvEI/ukTk7JGWkQQVLyQJ7Ji4POvfPoPH1ac870ZoP8gPP6AfRVj64=</latexit>

� = 10�3

<latexit sha1_base64="8ccWjr/hV9aToxlUsBfYNHF0fp4=">AAACBXicbVDJTgJBFOzBDXFDPXrpQEw8kRlj0COJF4+YyJLAhPT0vIEOPUu63xhxwll/Rk9GvfkD/oB/Yw9yULBO1VXVeanyEik02vaXVVhZXVvfKG6WtrZ3dvfK+wdtHaeKQ4vHMlZdj2mQIoIWCpTQTRSw0JPQ8caXud+5BaVFHN3gJAE3ZMNIBIIzNNKgXOkj3GGWq4CC00CA9KkPGpknpLgHPR2Uq3bNnoEuE2dOqmSO5qD82fdjnoYQIZdM655jJ+hmTJkDEqalfqohYXzMhtAzNGIhaDebdZnS4yBWFEdAZ+/f2YyFWk9Cz2RChiO96OXif14vxeDCzUSUpAgRNxHjBamkGNN8EuoLBRzlxBDGlchn4COmGEczXMnUdxbLLpP2ac2p186uz6qN+nyIIjkiFXJCHHJOGuSKNEmLcPJInskbebcerCfrxXr9iRas+Z9D8gfWxzeog5k5</latexit>

magnetic field destabilizes

<latexit sha1_base64="i+qysxXaf53yRk+JZU1R7xa+cb0=">AAAB5nicbZDNTsJAFIVv8Q/xD3XpZiIxcUVaQ8AliRuXmFgggYZMh1s6YfqTmamRNLyCroy684F8Ad/GAbtQ8Ky+uedMcs/1U8GVtu0vq7SxubW9U96t7O0fHB5Vj0+6KskkQ5clIpF9nyoUPEZXcy2wn0qkkS+w509vFn7vAaXiSXyvZyl6EZ3EPOCMajNyh498pEbVml23lyLr4BRQg0KdUfVzOE5YFmGsmaBKDRw71V5OpeZM4LwyzBSmlE3pBAcGYxqh8vLlsnNyESSS6BDJ8v07m9NIqVnkm0xEdahWvcXwP2+Q6eDay3mcZhpjZiLGCzJBdEIWncmYS2RazAxQJrnZkrCQSsq0uUzF1HdWy65D96ruNOuNu0at3SwOUYYzOIdLcKAFbbiFDrjAgMMzvMG7FVpP1ov1+hMtWcWfU/gj6+Mb0ZeMTQ==</latexit>

⇠s
<latexit sha1_base64="5MweRCXRHKSVo83oByOivfM7EMc=">AAAB5HicbZDNTgIxFIXv+Iv4h7p000hMcENmDEGXJG5cYpSfBCakU+5AQzszaTsmZMIb6MqoO5/IF/BtLDgLBc/q6z2nyT03SATXxnW/nLX1jc2t7cJOcXdv/+CwdHTc1nGqGLZYLGLVDahGwSNsGW4EdhOFVAYCO8HkZu53HlFpHkcPZpqgL+ko4iFn1NjRfSW4GJTKbtVdiKyCl0MZcjUHpc/+MGapxMgwQbXueW5i/Iwqw5nAWbGfakwom9AR9ixGVKL2s8WqM3IexoqYMZLF+3c2o1LrqQxsRlIz1svefPif10tNeO1nPEpSgxGzEeuFqSAmJvPGZMgVMiOmFihT3G5J2Jgqyoy9S9HW95bLrkL7surVq7W7WrlRzw9RgFM4gwp4cAUNuIUmtIDBCJ7hDd6d0HlyXpzXn+iak/85gT9yPr4BfRSK3Q==</latexit>

(b)

<latexit sha1_base64="FtEsmpVodzY8uTXw8QJ7rHMTQkQ=">AAAB6nicdVDLSsNAFL2pr1pfVZduBosgLkJSTGPBRdGNywq2VdpYJtNJM3TyYGYilNCf0JWoOz/HH/BvnNYKKnrgwrn3nAv3XD/lTCrLejcKC4tLyyvF1dLa+sbmVnl7py2TTBDaIglPxLWPJeUspi3FFKfXqaA48jnt+KPzqd65o0KyJL5S45R6ER7GLGAEKz26CW+PTnX1B/1yxTJt17FsB2niVGtuVZN6vea4DrJNa4YKzNHsl996g4RkEY0V4VjKrm2lysuxUIxwOin1MklTTEZ4SLuaxjii0stnB0/QQZAIpEKKZv13b44jKceRrz0RVqH8rU2Hf2ndTAUnXs7iNFM0JtqitSDjSCVomhsNmKBE8bEmmAimr0QkxAITpb9T0vG/MqL/Sbtq2jXTvjyuNM7mjyjCHuzDIdjgQgMuoAktIBDBAzzDi8GNe+PRePq0Foz5zi78gPH6ARs7jaE=</latexit>

h⇤ < h⇤
d

<latexit sha1_base64="6Hv5qgkw0rKUywCFcbzdWouKK4w=">AAAB6nicdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3wSKIiyEp2plupOjGZQXbKu1YMmmmE5p5kGSEMvQndCXqzs/xB/wb01pBRQ9cOPeec+Ge66eCK43Qu1VYWFxaXimultbWNza3yts7bZVkkrIWTUQir32imOAxa2muBbtOJSORL1jHH51P9c4dk4on8ZUep8yLyDDmAadEm9FNeHt0aqo/6JcryK47GJ/UILKRi5HjGlKtVeuuA7GNZqiAOZr98ltvkNAsYrGmgijVxSjVXk6k5lSwSamXKZYSOiJD1jU0JhFTXj47eAIPgkRCHTI46797cxIpNY5844mIDtVvbTr8S+tmOnC9nMdppllMjcVoQSagTuA0NxxwyagWY0MIldxcCWlIJKHafKdk4n9lhP+TdtXGNRtfHlcaZ/NHFMEe2AeHAAMHNMAFaIIWoCACD+AZvFjCurceradPa8Ga7+yCH7BePwAkao2n</latexit>

h⇤ > h⇤
d

<latexit sha1_base64="Iu/2emOp7RO/KDSzYsD085fhywo=">AAAB6nicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0UQFyFTtEnBRdGNywq2VdpYJtNJM3QmCTMToYT+hK5E3fk5/oB/47RWUNEDF86951y45wYpZ0o7zrtVWFhcWl4prpbW1jc2t8rbO22VZJLQFkl4Iq8DrChnMW1ppjm9TiXFIuC0E4zOp3rnjkrFkvhKj1PqCzyMWcgI1mZ0E90enZrqk3654th1F6GTGnRsx0OO6xlSrVXrnguR7cxQAXM0++W33iAhmaCxJhwr1UVOqv0cS80Ip5NSL1M0xWSEh7RraIwFVX4+O3gCD8JEQh1ROOu/e3MslBqLwHgE1pH6rU2Hf2ndTIeen7M4zTSNibEYLcw41Amc5oYDJinRfGwIJpKZKyGJsMREm++UTPyvjPB/0q7aqGajy+NK42z+iCLYA/vgECDggga4AE3QAgQI8ACewYvFrXvr0Xr6tBas+c4u+AHr9QMf5o2k</latexit>

h⇤ < h⇤
c

<latexit sha1_base64="S8UhaMngfNmhs0ugLK4z/cI88do=">AAAB6nicdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3wSKIiyHTx1Q3UnTjsoJtlXYsmTTTCU1mhiQjlKE/oStRd36OP+DfmNYKKnrgwrn3nAv3XD/hTGmE3q3cwuLS8kp+tbC2vrG5Vdzeaas4lYS2SMxjee1jRTmLaEszzel1IikWPqcdf3Q+1Tt3VCoWR1d6nFBP4GHEAkawNqOb8Pbo1FSf9IslZDvl8km9ApHt1ly3UjOkXHFRFUHHRjOUwBzNfvGtN4hJKmikCcdKdR2UaC/DUjPC6aTQSxVNMBnhIe0aGmFBlZfNDp7AgyCWUIcUzvrv3gwLpcbCNx6Bdah+a9PhX1o31cGxl7EoSTWNiLEYLUg51DGc5oYDJinRfGwIJpKZKyEJscREm+8UTPyvjPB/0i7bjms7l9VS42z+iDzYA/vgEDigDhrgAjRBCxAgwAN4Bi8Wt+6tR+vp05qz5ju74Aes1w8LTI2V</latexit>

h⇤ > h⇤
c

<latexit sha1_base64="BHQNomW7UrxgJNLNCC4pHA930sI=">AAAB6XicdVDLTsJAFJ3iC/GFunQzkZi4sbZUpOyIblxiIo8EKpkOtzBh+sjM1IQ0fISujLrzd/wB/8YBMVGjZ3XuPecm51w/4Uwqy3o3ckvLK6tr+fXCxubW9k5xd68l41RQaNKYx6LjEwmcRdBUTHHoJAJI6HNo++PLmd6+AyFZHN2oSQJeSIYRCxglSq866jY7cU7L036xZJk117VqVWyZdq1ScSqaOGW36tjYNq05SmiBRr/41hvENA0hUpQTKbu2lSgvI0IxymFa6KUSEkLHZAhdTSMSgvSyed4pPgpigdUI8Hz+7s1IKOUk9LUnJGokf2uz5V9aN1WB62UsSlIFEdUWrQUpxyrGs9p4wARQxSeaECqYTonpiAhClX5OQdf/6oj/J62yaZ+b9vVZqX6xeEQeHaBDdIxsVEV1dIUaqIko4ugBPaMXY2zcG4/G06c1Zyxu9tEPGK8fhsSNTQ==</latexit>

t�3/2

<latexit sha1_base64="BHQNomW7UrxgJNLNCC4pHA930sI=">AAAB6XicdVDLTsJAFJ3iC/GFunQzkZi4sbZUpOyIblxiIo8EKpkOtzBh+sjM1IQ0fISujLrzd/wB/8YBMVGjZ3XuPecm51w/4Uwqy3o3ckvLK6tr+fXCxubW9k5xd68l41RQaNKYx6LjEwmcRdBUTHHoJAJI6HNo++PLmd6+AyFZHN2oSQJeSIYRCxglSq866jY7cU7L036xZJk117VqVWyZdq1ScSqaOGW36tjYNq05SmiBRr/41hvENA0hUpQTKbu2lSgvI0IxymFa6KUSEkLHZAhdTSMSgvSyed4pPgpigdUI8Hz+7s1IKOUk9LUnJGokf2uz5V9aN1WB62UsSlIFEdUWrQUpxyrGs9p4wARQxSeaECqYTonpiAhClX5OQdf/6oj/J62yaZ+b9vVZqX6xeEQeHaBDdIxsVEV1dIUaqIko4ugBPaMXY2zcG4/G06c1Zyxu9tEPGK8fhsSNTQ==</latexit>

t�3/2
<latexit sha1_base64="2Sp6H3/jTzoqiWKjvDnhgrWa7Ck=">AAAB6XicdZDLTsJAFIanXhFvqEs3E4mJG2tLEcqO6MYlJnJJoJLpcAoTppfMTE1Iw0Poyqg7X8cX8G0cEBM1+q++Of8/yfmPn3AmlWW9G0vLK6tr67mN/ObW9s5uYW+/JeNUUGjSmMei4xMJnEXQVExx6CQCSOhzaPvjy5nfvgMhWRzdqEkCXkiGEQsYJUqPOuo2O3XOStN+oWiZJadsVR2swS07blVDreaeVyrYNq25imihRr/w1hvENA0hUpQTKbu2lSgvI0IxymGa76USEkLHZAhdjREJQXrZfN8pPg5igdUI8Pz9PZuRUMpJ6OtMSNRI/vZmw7+8bqoC18tYlKQKIqoj2gtSjlWMZ7XxgAmgik80ECqY3hLTERGEKn2cvK7/1RH/D62SaVdM+7pcrF8sDpFDh+gInSAbVVEdXaEGaiKKOHpAz+jFGBv3xqPx9BldMhZ/DtAPGa8fhrCNTg==</latexit>

t�3/2

<latexit sha1_base64="IvYhWq17kskp9jTI2W2mfDGBUtY=">AAAB5HicdVDLTgJBEJz1ifhCPXqZSEw8bWYXWPRG9OIRozwSWMnsMAsTZh+Z6TUhhD/Qk1FvfpE/4N84ICZqtE7VXdVJVQepFBoIebeWlldW19ZzG/nNre2d3cLeflMnmWK8wRKZqHZANZci5g0QIHk7VZxGgeStYHQx01t3XGmRxDcwTrkf0UEsQsEomNU13JJeoUhsx3XPqiVMbK/ieaWKIW7JI2WCHZvMUUQL1HuFt24/YVnEY2CSat1xSAr+hCoQTPJpvptpnlI2ogPeMTSmEdf+ZB51io/DRGEYcjyfv3snNNJ6HAXGE1EY6t/abPmX1skgPPUnIk4z4DEzFqOFmcSQ4Flj3BeKM5BjQyhTwqTEbEgVZWD+kjf1vzri/0nTtR3Pdq7Kxdr54hE5dIiO0AlyUBXV0CWqowZiaIAe0DN6sULr3nq0nj6tS9bi5gD9gPX6AVo3i3s=</latexit>

t0

<latexit sha1_base64="YT+mYIHYkCSM1BoC1H1dfAcSXFc=">AAAB5XicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJiLosunFZwV6gDWUyPWmGTi7MnAgl9BF0JerOF/IFfBuTmoVW/9U35/8Hzn+8RElDtv1pVVZW19Y3qpu1re2d3b36/kHXxKkW2BGxinXf4waVjLBDkhT2E4089BT2vOlN4fceUBsZR/c0S9AN+SSSvhScitGQeDqqN+ymvRD7C04JDSjVHtU/huNYpCFGJBQ3ZuDYCbkZ1ySFwnltmBpMuJjyCQ5yjHiIxs0Wu87ZiR9rRgGyxftnNuOhMbPQyzMhp8Ase8XwP2+Qkn/lZjJKUsJI5JHc81PFKGZFZTaWGgWpWQ5caJlvyUTANReUH6aW13eWy/6F7lnTuWg6d+eN1nV5iCocwTGcggOX0IJbaEMHBATwBK/wZk2sR+vZevmOVqzyzyH8kvX+BRD/i+M=</latexit>⌧

<latexit sha1_base64="YT+mYIHYkCSM1BoC1H1dfAcSXFc=">AAAB5XicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJiLosunFZwV6gDWUyPWmGTi7MnAgl9BF0JerOF/IFfBuTmoVW/9U35/8Hzn+8RElDtv1pVVZW19Y3qpu1re2d3b36/kHXxKkW2BGxinXf4waVjLBDkhT2E4089BT2vOlN4fceUBsZR/c0S9AN+SSSvhScitGQeDqqN+ymvRD7C04JDSjVHtU/huNYpCFGJBQ3ZuDYCbkZ1ySFwnltmBpMuJjyCQ5yjHiIxs0Wu87ZiR9rRgGyxftnNuOhMbPQyzMhp8Ase8XwP2+Qkn/lZjJKUsJI5JHc81PFKGZFZTaWGgWpWQ5caJlvyUTANReUH6aW13eWy/6F7lnTuWg6d+eN1nV5iCocwTGcggOX0IJbaEMHBATwBK/wZk2sR+vZevmOVqzyzyH8kvX+BRD/i+M=</latexit>⌧

FIG. 8. Long term shock ripple amplitude for two different
gases (γ = 1.1 and γ = 3) and shock strengths (for R = 10
and R = 1.8), with the magnetic field being stabilizing (a)
and destabilizing (b) respectively. The dimensionless shock
position coordinate is xs/λ = M2/(2π)τ .

is restricted to the ideal gas EoS, so that the parametric
domain is reduced to γ (gas compressibility), β (magnetic
field intensity) and R (shock strength). For example,
Fig. 8 shows the temporal evolution of the shock ripple
as a function of the dimensionless temporal variable τ .
Panel (a) is computed for an ideal gas with γ = 1.1,
with density compression ratio R = 10 and two differ-
ent magnetic field intensities β = 10−3 (blue curve) and
β = 103 (red curve). As expected, the two cases decay
in time with the power law τ−3/2 since h∗ < h∗c . Given
that γ < 2, the magnetic field exerts a stabilizing effect,
promoting the damping of the oscillations. There is an
important difference between the two chosen cases, with
this γ and R the strong magnetic field causes the case
in blue to have h∗ < h∗d. These cases are marked in red
in Fig. 4 (a), where the h∗d behavior is best seen. Com-
paring both oscillations, we can see how, although they
have the same decay characterizing their asymptotic be-

<latexit sha1_base64="eKuSO8153G6D/TE4SsCB+5c6vcw=">AAAB7nicbZC7TsMwFIZPyq2UW4GRxaJCYqFKUAUMDJVYGAuiF6kNleOetFadC7aDVEV5DZgQsPEwvABvg1syQMs/fT7/b+n8x4sFV9q2v6zC0vLK6lpxvbSxubW9U97da6kokQybLBKR7HhUoeAhNjXXAjuxRBp4Atve+Grqtx9RKh6Fd3oSoxvQYch9zqg2IzftMSrIbXafnjhZv1yxq/ZMZBGcHCqQq9Evf/YGEUsCDDUTVKmuY8faTanUnAnMSr1EYUzZmA6xazCkASo3nS2dkSM/kkSPkMzev7MpDZSaBJ7JBFSP1Lw3Hf7ndRPtX7gpD+NEY8hMxHh+IoiOyLQ7GXCJTIuJAcokN1sSNqKSMm0uVDL1nfmyi9A6rTpn1dpNrVK/zA9RhAM4hGNw4BzqcA0NaAKDB3iGN3i3YuvJerFef6IFK/+zD39kfXwD92mPPg==</latexit>

R�1

<latexit sha1_base64="1DDCeDzrkBaXnRyJhHUcxDQgTck=">AAAB5nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mkGI8FLx4rmLbQhrLZTpqlmw92N0IJ/Qt6EvXmD/IP+G/c1hy09V3mzbw3MG+CTHClbfvLqmxsbm3vVHdre/sHh0f145OuSnPJ0GOpSGU/oAoFT9DTXAvsZxJpHAjsBdPbhd57RKl4mjzoWYZ+TCcJDzmj2ow8u2m77qjeMHUJsk6ckjSgRGdU/xyOU5bHmGgmqFIDx860X1CpORM4rw1zhRllUzrBgaEJjVH5xfLYObkIU0l0hGTZ//YWNFZqFgfGE1MdqVVtMfxPG+Q6vPELnmS5xoQZi9HCXBCdkkVmMuYSmRYzQyiT3FxJWEQlZdp8pmbiO6th10n3qulcN1v3rUa7VT6iCmdwDpfggAttuIMOeMCAwzO8wbsVWU/Wi/X6Y61Y5c4p/IH18Q00bIs4</latexit>

0.077
<latexit sha1_base64="ECLtyWtmMqFWQoRnuQ4uJ5u586Y=">AAAB53icbZDLTgIxFIZPvSLeUJduGomJKzKjRFiSuHGJiVwSmJBOOQOVziVtx4RMeAZdGXXn+/gCvo0FZ6Hgv/p6/r/J+Y+fSKGN43yRtfWNza3twk5xd2//4LB0dNzWcao4tngsY9X1mUYpImwZYSR2E4Us9CV2/MnN3O88otIiju7NNEEvZKNIBIIzY0dtp+Jc1eqDUtnCQnQV3BzKkKs5KH32hzFPQ4wMl0zrnuskxsuYMoJLnBX7qcaE8QkbYc9ixELUXrbYdkbPg1hRM0a6eP/OZizUehr6NhMyM9bL3nz4n9dLTVD3MhElqcGI24j1glRSE9N5aToUCrmRUwuMK2G3pHzMFOPGnqZo67vLZVehfVlxryvVu2q5Uc0PUYBTOIMLcKEGDbiFJrSAwwM8wxu8E0GeyAt5/YmukfzPCfwR+fgGp96Ldg==</latexit>

0.0378

<latexit sha1_base64="Mz4RSJQWp2+SBugfgvAseElGHlc=">AAAB6HicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiCEJJJF6WBTcuK9gLtKFMpift2MmFmYlQQt9BV6LufB5fwLdxUrPQ1n/1zfn/gfMfPxFcadv+skorq2vrG+XNytb2zu5edf+greJUMmyxWMSy61OFgkfY0lwL7CYSaegL7PiTm9zvPKJUPI7u9TRBL6SjiAecUW1GnTO7btsX7qBayyEXWQangBoUag6qn/1hzNIQI80EVarn2In2Mio1ZwJnlX6qMKFsQkfYMxjREJWXzdedkZMglkSPkczfv7MZDZWahr7JhFSP1aKXD//zeqkOrr2MR0mqMWImYrwgFUTHJG9Nhlwi02JqgDLJzZaEjamkTJvbVEx9Z7HsMrTP685l3b1zaw23OEQZjuAYTsGBK2jALTShBQwm8Axv8G49WE/Wi/X6Ey1ZxZ9D+CPr4xsAi4ui</latexit>

+0.0054
<latexit sha1_base64="f/XlJg/NWMB22mFg//FKHluth3k=">AAAB6HicbZDNSsNAFIVv/K31r+rSzWARBKEkUtRlwY3LCvYH2lAm05t27EwSZiZCCX0HXYm683l8Ad/GSc1CW8/qm3vOwD03SATXxnW/nJXVtfWNzdJWeXtnd2+/cnDY1nGqGLZYLGLVDahGwSNsGW4EdhOFVAYCO8HkJvc7j6g0j6N7M03Ql3QU8ZAzauyoc+7WXNfzBpVqDrnIMngFVKFQc1D57A9jlkqMDBNU657nJsbPqDKcCZyV+6nGhLIJHWHPYkQlaj+brzsjp2GsiBkjmb9/ZzMqtZ7KwGYkNWO96OXD/7xeasJrP+NRkhqMmI1YL0wFMTHJW5MhV8iMmFqgTHG7JWFjqigz9jZlW99bLLsM7Yuad1mr39WrjXpxiBIcwwmcgQdX0IBbaEILGEzgGd7g3XlwnpwX5/UnuuIUf47gj5yPb/YGi5s=</latexit>

+0.0011
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FIG. 9. Iso-contours of the asymptotic shock ripple amplitude
ξ∞s for the DK neutrally stable conditions associated with
highly magnetized shocked ideal gases with γ = 3 (orange-
yellow) and γ = 7/2 (blue-yellow).

havior, the blue curve (h∗ < h∗d) undergoes an initial ex-
ponential damping. This reduces the order of magnitude
of the amplitude substantially in the first oscillations in
comparison to the case with h∗ > h∗d.

On the other hand, Fig. 8 (b) shows the case for a high
value of the polytropic index γ = 3 > 1+

√
2 for R = 1.8

and the same dimensionless magnetic intensities. In this
case, the magnetic field plays an amplifying role, with the
case β = 10−3 (green curve) displaying a DK neutrally
stable shock, and therefore asymptotically approaching a
constant non-zero amplitude.

A switch in the stabilizing role of the magnetic field
has also been reported for other instabilities of inter-
est for high-energy density systems, such as the abla-
tive Rayleigh-Taylor instability, by García-Rubio et al.
[79, 80]. Returning to Fig. 8, it is found that it takes
several wavelengths for the shock to travel to reach the
constant-amplitude asymptotic state, where the ampli-
tude of the non-decaying contribution is much larger
than the amplitude of the oscillations associated with
the decaying counterpart. This characteristic distance
will therefore depend on the shock value of ξ∞s . Fig-
ure 9 shows the asymptotic shock ripple amplitude ξ∞s
as a function of R and β for γ = 3 (orange-yellow) and
γ = 7/2 (blue-yellow), corresponding to sufficiently high
adiabatic indices: γ > 1 +

√
2. It is observed a region

where ξ∞s is maximum, corresponding to the conditions
at which h∗ − h∗c > 0 peaks, given in Fig. 3 for an ideal
gas. It is also noteworthy that, for the parametric do-
main considered, which includes relatively high magnetic
intensities (β ≳ 10−3), the maximum asymptotic ampli-
tude ξ∞s ≲ 10−1 is one order of magnitude smaller than
the initial shock perturbation amplitude.
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B. Magnetosonic, magneto-entropic and vortical
perturbation field

In the context of the MHD linear waves studied in
this problem, Kovasznay’s decomposition [81] can ef-
fectively segregate downstream perturbations, consid-
ering the specific magnetic field orientation that ren-
ders no magnetic lines bending. Then the downstream
perturbations then split into vortical, magneto-entropic
and and fast magneto-acoustic modes. In this case,
the divergence-free vorticity perturbations generated at
the shock are decoupled from the density and magnetic
field perturbations. In addition, the alteration in den-
sity caused by magnetosonic and entropic perturbations
is directly proportional to the perturbations in mag-
netic field intensity, as represented by the relationship
δρ/ρ2 = |δB⃗|/|B⃗2|. It is important to note that only the
latter perturbation corresponds to steady disturbances
that would persist in the shocked gas in the absence of
dissipation effects.

On the other hand, since the change in density associ-
ated with the magnetosonic and entropic perturbations
is proportional to the perturbations in the magnetic field
intensity, where only the latter correspond to steady dis-
turbances that would remain in the shocked gas in the
absence of dissipation effects. In what follows, the am-
plitude of the steady perturbations is analyzed. In what
concerns the fast magnetosonic mode, the perturbations
induced by the shock ripple dynamics are

p̄∗(x̄≫ 1) = p̄∗F cos(kF x̄− ωF τ), (44)

where the dispersion relationship of the fast magne-
tosonic wave equation ω2

F = k2F +1 and the compatibility
condition at the shock ζ

√
1−M2

F2 = (ωF −MF2kF ) al-
low us to write

kF =
ζMF2 −

√
ζ2 − 1√

1−M2
F2

, (45a)

ωF =
ζ −MF2

√
ζ2 − 1√

1−M2
F2

, (45b)

that correspond to the longitudinal wavenumber and fre-
quency in the shocked gas reference frame. The asymp-
totic magnetosonic amplitude is readily given by the lin-
earized RH equation (14a):

p̄∗F =
σd
ζ

σbζ
2 − σc − ζ

√
ζ2 − 1√

1 + 4σc(σc − σb)
, (46)

where σd is defined as

σd = −M2
F2(R− 1)√
1−M2

F2

(47)

for conciseness.
Akin to the previous asymptotic expression for the

shock ripple ξ∞s , the asymptotic shock pressure ampli-

tude in (46) is zero when h∗ = h∗c , yet it grows un-
bounded as h∗ → 1+ 2MF2. The propagating fast mag-
netosonic waves involve changes in the velocity pertur-
bations. In particular, they correspond to potential flow
disturbances that can be derived with the aid of (9) by
imposing ∇ × δv⃗F = 0. However, it is simpler to with-
draw the acoustic velocity perturbations (both longitudi-
nal and transverse components) from the Euler momen-
tum conservation equations to yield

ū∗F (x̄≫ 1) =
kF
ωF

p̄∗F cos(kF x̄− ωF τ), (48a)

v̄∗F (x̄≫ 1) =
1

ωF
p̄∗F sin(kF x̄− ωF τ). (48b)

The post-shock perturbation variables of interest also
include the vorticity and the magneto-entropic field, since
they remain frozen to the fluid particles in the absence
of dissipation effects. For example, the steady-rotational
perturbations, which are isobaric in the linear limit, are
governed by

∂2ūr
∂x̄2

− ūr = Ω, (49a)

∂2v̄r
∂x̄2

− v̄r = −∂Ω
∂x̄

, (49b)

where the function

Ω(x̄≫ 1) =
∂v̄r
∂x̄

+ ūr (50)

=
(1 + h∗) (R− 1)

2MF2
p̄∗F sin

(√
M−2

F2 − 1 ζ x̄

)
represents the dimensionless vorticity field. When dis-
sipation effects are not present, and the Alfven mode is
absent, the generation of vorticity-entropy perturbations
in the shocked gas is exclusively confined to the distorted
shock front. Along with the vorticity perturbations,
the oscillating shock generates density-entropic pertur-
bations that are not related to the fast magnetosonic dis-
turbances. These steady disturbances come along with a
change in the magnetic field, so that the post-shock gas
leaves behind a modulated magneto-density field in the
form:

ρ̄e(x̄≫ 1) =
−h∗ (l + 1) +M2

F2

h∗l +M2
F2

p̄∗F cos

(√
M−2

F2 − 1 ζ x̄

)
, (51)

with the auxiliary parameter l defined as

l =
2RM2

F2

M2
F1(2 + βγ)

(52)

for conciseness. The density field is composed by the
sum of the acoustic and entropic modes. The acoustic
component is equal to the pressure component through
(7c), and the entropic one is imprinted in space with the
equally perturbed magnetic field.
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V. NUMERICAL SIMULATIONS

To study a numerical application of the DK insta-
bility we utilize the FLASH code [82, 83]. FLASH
is a publicly available, high-performance computing,
multi-physics, adaptive mesh refinement (AMR), finite-
volume (FV) Eulerian hydrodynamics and magneto-
hydrodynamics (MHD) code, developed at the Univer-
sity of Rochester by the Flash Center for Computa-
tional Science [https://flash.rochester.edu]. The code
scales well to over 100,000 processors and uses a va-
riety of parallelization techniques to optimally utilize
hardware resources. FLASH’s modularity provides users
with a significant degree of flexibility and control that
enables the modeling of problems in a wide range of
disciplines, including fluid dynamics, hydrodynamic and
MHD turbulence, astrophysics, cosmology, combustion,
fusion, and high energy density physics (HEDP). Over
the past decade, FLASH has been augmented with ex-
tensive HEDP and extended-MHD capabilities [83] as
part of the U.S. DOE NNSA-funded FLASH HEDP Ini-
tiative and through direct support by the Los Alamos
National Laboratory (LANL), the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory (LLNL), and the Laboratory for
Laser Energetics (LLE). These include multiple state-of-
the-art hydrodynamic and MHD shock-capturing solvers
[84]; three-temperature extensions with anisotropic ther-
mal conduction, heat exchange, multigroup radiation dif-
fusion, tabulated multi-material equations of state and
opacities, laser energy deposition, and numerous simu-
lated diagnostics [83, 85]. The FLASH code and its capa-
bilities have been verified through extensive benchmarks
and code-to-code comparisons and have been validated
through direct application to scores of laser-driven and
pulsed power-driven laboratory experiments, in premier
facilities around the world.

The nature of the DK instability discussed in this
article presents several difficulties for its predictabil-
ity through numerical simulations. Shocks, which are
fronts without thickness, can cause significant changes in
flow variables by several orders of magnitude. Small-
amplitude perturbations occurring at the shock front,
which do not grow in the neutral stability/SAE regime,
are challenging to accurately capture and track over time
using numerical simulations. FLASH includes multiple
state-of-the-art hydrodynamic and MHD shock capture
schemes, among which the HLL solver (Harten, Lax and
van Leer [86]) was found to be the best option for this
study. FLASH’s other, more accurate, solvers generated
noise that was comparable in magnitude to the distur-
bances being studied. HLL-type solvers, on the other
hand, are a class of more diffusive approximate Riemann
solvers that possess high levels of robustness [87, 88].
These solvers have an essential feature that makes them
particularly suitable for handling small amplitude per-
turbations at shock fronts: they do not require the use of
added artificial viscosity, which could dampen the oscilla-
tions that are being investigated. The simulations used in

this study employ a non-uniform square-box mesh, where
the size of the cells at the front is 1.625 · 10−4 cm. The
mesh is used to compute a shock that is initially distorted
with a half-wavelength of 0.5 cm and an amplitude of
0.01 cm. Additionally, an AMR approach is employed
to evaluate any displacement of the shock front as the
amplitude decreases, if required.
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FIG. 10. Sketch of the numerical setup that includes the do-
main limits and the perturbation wavelength and amplitude.

The computational domain is depicted in Fig. 10. The
simulation begins with an initial solution that is pre-
scribed by the Rankine-Hugoniot equations for a fast
MHD shock. The inlet and outlet boundary conditions
are designed to maintain the average shock position static
and are consistent with each another. Symmetric bound-
ary conditions define the upper and lower limits of the do-
main, while outflow (zero gradient) boundary conditions
are used for the inlet and outlet limits. These boundary
conditions are a suitable approximation to non-reflective
conditions, provided that a sufficiently large downstream
domain is defined, as per the isolated-shock boundary
condition specified in the linear analysis. Since shock
perturbations do not affect the upstream flow, the corre-
sponding domain ahead of the shock is reduced to opti-
mize computational efficiency.

The evolution of the shock ripple amplitude is shown
in Fig. 11 (a) for a fast MHD shock in an ideal gas, with
adiabatic index γ = 1.2, mass-compression ratio R = 6
and two distinguished cases: low-magnetized (β = 103)
and high-magnetized (β = 10−3) gas flow. The former,
plotted in red, corresponds to a regular decaying solu-
tion (h∗d < h∗ < h∗c); while the latter, in blue, cor-
responds to an initially exponentially damped regime
(−1 < h∗ < h∗d). The plot also displays both the the-
oretical solution given by (39), plotted as a solid line,
and the numerical solution with FLASH (empty circles).
Panel (b) also provides the evolution of the shock rip-
ple amplitude, but this case is computed for γ = 4 and
R = 1.5594 with the same magnetic field intensities as
in panel (a): β = 103 and β = 10−3. The former, plot-
ted in red, corresponds to a regular decaying solution
(h∗ < h∗c); while the latter, in green, corresponds to a
long-time non-decaying condition (h∗ > h∗c), whose the-
oretical solution is given by (41). Stable low magnetized
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FIG. 11. Evolution of the shock ripple amplitude for very low
(β = 103) and very high (β = 10−3) magnetic field intensities
in an ideal gas EoS. Panel (a): γ = 1.2 and R = 6; panel (b):
γ = 4 and R = 1.5594. Solid black lines correspond to linear-
theory results and empty circles to FLASH computations.

solutions have been calculated in FLASH with zero mag-
netic field, but they are very close to β = 103. Both
comparisons shown in Fig. 11 are detailed for better un-
derstanding in Fig. 4 (orange), and make use of the same
color code as in Fig. 8.

Along with the shock-corrugation evolution, it is of
interest to numerically investigate the post-shock per-
turbation flow. With this motivation, Fig. 12 displays
the pressure and density fields associated with the case
h∗ > h∗c in Fig. 11 (a), orange curve: γ = 4, R = 1.5594
and β = 10−3. The color scheme is deliberately satu-
rated to better highlight the disturbed field. It is read-
ily noted that pressure and density exhibit two different
spatial frequencies. In the case of the pressure field, the
only source of perturbations corresponds to the travel-
ling magneto-sonic waves that are radiated downstream
from the shock. The wavelength of these waves can be
determined directly from the equation (45), which pre-
dicts a wavelength of 0.59 cm. This value is in good
agreement with the results of the simulation. As per the

density field, the numerical solution displays both acous-
tic plus entropic contributions simultaneously. However,
since the theoretical prediction for the entropic wavenum-
ber is

√
M−2

F2 − 1 · ζ, giving 0.48 cm for the simulation
conditions, we can conclude that the acoustic contribu-
tion is relatively weak. Besides, while the numerical sim-
ulations exhibit a perfectly sinusoidal downstream lobu-
lar pattern, as predicted by the theoretical analysis, the
characteristic lengths are accurately reproduced.

To further assess the accuracy of the simulations or
the validity of the theoretical model, we will now turn
our attention to the amplitude of the perturbations. By
simple inspection of the color scale, we find that δp/p2 ∼
2.4 · 10−2 and δρ/ρ2 ∼ 9.6 · 10−3. These values can be
used to calculate the amplitude of the total pressure field
perturbation (thermal plus magnetic contributions) with
use made of the expression

p̄∗num =
1

ε

[
δp2
p2

+
2R2

s

Psβ

δB2

B2

] PsRsM2
F2

M2
F1(γ + 2/β)

, (53)

which yields p̄∗num = 0.0614 for the conditions simulated
in Fig. 12. The theoretical prediction for the asymptotic
value of the pressure perturbation amplitudes (the lowest
value reached in the long-time regime) is p̄∗∞ = 0.0547,
which is only slightly lower than the value observed in
the simulations. This is consistent with the fact that
the downstream magnetosonic perturbations decay as the
amplitude of the shock ripple oscillations decreases, as
shown in Fig. 11. It should be noted that this statement
applies to isolated-shock conditions, as the inclusion of
a supporting mechanism would increase the amplitude
of the downstream pressure perturbations compared to
those generated at the shock [53].

VI. CONCLUSIONS

We have presented a linear theoretical analysis of the
stability of fast magnetosonic shocks whose perturba-
tion field plane is perpendicular to the magnetic field
lines. In this setup, the mathematical description is sim-
ilar to that used in a gas-dynamics problem, with the
total pressure (magnetic plus thermal) playing the role
of the thermal pressure field, and the fast magnetosonic
speed being equivalent to the acoustic sound speed in
the gas-dynamics problem. Therefore, by applying the
convenient definitions, the stability limits in terms of the
classic DK parameter h (here conveniently redefined as
h∗) agree with those associated with conventional shocks
and initially presented in Refs. [40, 41].

A theoretical model has been developed for any type
of equation of state (EoS) and then applied to three dif-
ferent cases, namely ideal gases, van der Waals gases and
condensed materials related to simple metals (specifically
aluminium in this case) through a three-term EoS. In ad-
dition, numerical simulations have been conducted using
the FLASH code for ideal gases. The agreement between
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FIG. 12. Downstream pressure (a) and density (b) fields for t = 1.32 · 10−2 s (τ = 7.11), and annotations for comparison with
the analytical downstream wavelength, in an ideal gas γ = 4 with a mass-compression ratio R = 1.5594 and a magnetic field
of β = 10−3

the theoretical model and the numerical simulations is
excellent, as can be seen from the comparison of the os-
cillation frequencies and the prediction of the transient
evolution of the shock-ripple behavior. The main conclu-
sions drawn from this study are listed in the following.

i) For an ideal gas EoS, when γ < 2, the effect of
the magnetic field is to decrease the amplitude of
the shock ripple oscillations, with the possibility of
exerting an initially exponential damping for suffi-
ciently strong magnetic fields h∗ < h∗d. The effect
of the magnetic field reverses for γ > 2. Moreover,
when the adiabatic index γ > 1+

√
2, the shock can

enter the DK neutrally stable regime h∗ > h∗c , or
SAE, if the magnetic field intensity is sufficiently
large and the shock is sufficiently strong. Weak
shocks are found to be always stable regardless
of the adiabatic index and the magnetic intensity
(h∗ < h∗c).

ii) The stability conditions for a van der Waals EoS are
affected by additional factors related to intermolec-
ular attraction and co-volume. In addition to the
magnetic-induced neutral stability/SAE observed
in ideal gases for strong shocks and high adiabatic
indices, a purely acoustic instability exists for weak
magnetic fields and low values of γ. This is equiv-
alent to that found by Bates and Montgomery [61]
and later on studied in similar shock configurations
[52, 60].

iii) We have found that for a three-term EoS describing
aluminium, the shock remains stable over the whole
range of parameters explored. Although neutral
stability/SAE has been predicted for strong shocks
in low-compressible, highly magnetized media (see
previous point i) for ideal gases), the compression
of the shock causes a reduction in the adiabatic
index that keeps it below the instability threshold

of 1 +
√
2. We suggest that additional examples

with different metals could be studied to further
explore this phenomenon.

Several future works are planned to extend the current
study. One of them is to examine the effect of magnetic
fields oriented in a direction other than perpendicular to
the perturbation field. This orientation will introduce
additional modes downstream, namely the Alfvén and
slow magnetosonic modes. Another future work aims to
enhance the analysis by utilizing more realistic boundary
conditions that accurately represent high-energy-density
experiments. In addition, non-linear perturbations will
be explored using FLASH simulations in this study.

Another essential extension of the present work involv-
ing FLASH is its generalization for convergent cylindrical
geometry appropriate for ICF and HEDP applications,
including MagLIF and SZP. We cannot simply modify
the analytical stability study [89] of the baseline Guder-
ley’s converging-shock self-similar solution [90] because
such solutions do not exist with non-ideal EoS permit-
ting the DK instability; cf. the discussion in [60, 91–93]
and references therein. We will have to do the stability
analysis numerically, the present work serving as the nec-
essary step of the FLASH code verification for modeling
the evolution of small-amplitude shock-front perturba-
tions.
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Appendix A: EoS for simple metals

In order to describe the shock compression in con-
densed materials, the three-term EoS is employed. The
model, which corresponds to that described in Chapter
XI, § 6, of [94] and used as an example in [60, 95], provides
a reasonably accurate description in the pressure range

up to several Mbar. The pressure and the specific in-
ternal energy are presented as sums of three well-defined
contributions,

p(ρ, T ) = pc(ρ) + pl(ρ, T ) + pe(ρ, T ), (A1)

E(ρ, T ) = Ec(ρ) + El(T ) + Ee(ρ, T ), (A2)

where the cold or elastic terms pc and Ec are related to
the interaction forces between the atoms of the material
at T = 0 and therefore they depend only on the material
density ρ. The thermal ion (lattice) terms pl and El as
well as the thermal electron terms pe and Ee are functions
of both density and temperature.

For the cold metal, we use Molodets’ analytical approx-
imation [72] for the density dependence of the Grüneisen
coefficient

Γ =
2

3
+

2ρ0m
mρ− ρ0m

, (A3)

where ρ0m is the density extrapolated to zero tempera-
ture and pressure and m is a dimensionless constitutive
parameter.

With the aid of the Landau–Slater formula [96, 97] and
the definition of cold energy pc = ρ2dEc/dρ,

pc(z) =
3K0m

(m− 1)4

(
1

5
m4z5/3 − 2m3z2/3 − 6m2z−1/3 +mz−4/3 − 1

7
z−7/3 − 1

5
m4 + 2m3 + 6m2 −m+

1

7

)
, (A4)

Ec(z) =
3K0m

ρ0m(m− 1)4

(
3

10
m4z2/3 − 6m3z−1/3 +

7m4 − 70m3 − 210m2 + 35m− 5

35
z−1 +

9

2
m2z−4/3

−3

7
mz−7/3 +

3

70
z−10/3 − 35m4 + 280m3 − 105m2 + 40m− 7

70

)
, (A5)

where K0m is the adiabatic bulk modulus extrapolated
to zero temperature and pressure and z = ρ/ρ0m is the
normalized density. For the ion lattice (thermal) contri-
butions to the pressure and internal energy are

pl(z, T ) = ρ0m
3

ma
zΓ(z)kBT, (A6)

El(T ) =
3

ma
kBT, (A7)

where ma is the atomic mass and kB is the Boltzmann
constant. The electron contributions are

pe(z, T ) =
1

3
β0z

1/3T 2, (A8)

Ee(z, T ) =
1

2
β0z

−2/3T 2, (A9)

where β0 is determined by the number of free electrons
per unit mass of the material at T = 0 and ρ = ρ0m.

In deriving (A9), if the electronic Grüneisen coefficient
is taken to be 2/3, then the density and temperature
dependence would correspond exactly to a free electron
gas at a temperature well below the Fermi energy.

The formulation calls for the definition of the speed of
sound which takes the form

c2 =
γcpc + γlpl + γepe

pc + pl + pe

p

ρ
, (A10)

where the term accompanying the factor p/ρ is the mean
effective value of the adiabatic index. The corresponding
values of γc, γl and γe associated with the cold, lattice
and electronic contributions are, respectively,

γc =
K0m

pc

(mz − 1)4

(m− 1)4z10/3
, (A11a)

γl =
d lnΓ

d ln z
+ Γ + 1, (A11b)

γe =
5

3
. (A11c)
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