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In this paper, we study the effects of high-order operators on the non-relativistic Lifshitz holog-
raphy in the framework of the Hofava-Lifshitz (HL) theory of gravity, which naturally contains
high-order operators in order for the theory to be power-counting renormalizble, and provides an
ideal place for such studies. In particular, we show that the Lifshitz space-time is still a solution
of the full theory of the HL gravity. The effects of the high-oder operators on the space-time itself
is simply to shift the Lifshitz dynamical exponent. However, while in the infrared the asymptotic
behavior of a (probe) scalar field near the boundary is similar to that studied in the literature, it gets
dramatically modified in the UV limit, because of the presence of the high-order operators in this
regime. Then, according to the gauge/gravity duality, this in turn affects the two-point correlation

functions.

PACS numbers: 04.70.Bw, 04.60.Kz, 04.60.-m, 05.30.Rt

I. INTRODUCTION

Non-relativistic gauge/gravity duality has attracted
lot of attention recently, as it may provide valuable
tools to study strongly coupling systems encountered in
condensed matter physics [1], which otherwise are not
tractable with our current understanding. If such a du-
ality indeed exists, instead of directly studying those
strongly coupling systems, one can study the correspond-
ing weakly coupling systems of gravity, which are much
easier to handle, and often well within our abilities.

The non-relativistic quantum field theories (NQFT)
are usually assumed to possess either the Schrodinger [2]
or the Lifshitz [3] symmetry. In the latter, the symmetry
algebra consists of the rotations M;;, spatial translations
P;, time translations H, and dilatations D. These gen-
erators satisfy the standard commutation relations for
M;;, P, and H [5], while with D the relations read,

[D, Mij] = O, [D, Pl] = Z'Pi, [D, H] = iZH, (11)
where z denotes the Lifshitz dynamical exponent, and de-
termines the relative scaling between the time and spatial
coordinates [4],

S N A A (1.2)
This algebra is often called the Lifshitz algebra, as it
generalizes the symmetry of Lifshitz fixed points [1].
The gauge/gravity duality requires that the space-time
in the gravitational side must possess the same symmetry.

However, the symmetry of a space-time is usually defined
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by the existence of Killing vectors ¢, [6], satisfying the
Killing equations,

C,u;v + Cu;,u =0, (1-3)
where a semicolon “;” denotes the covariant derivative

with respect to the spapcetime metric g,,,,. It was found
that this can be realized in the Lifshitz space-time [3],

d 2
ds® = g, datds” = —r**dt* + T‘LQ +r2dz?,  (1.4)

where di? = Z'Z:l dzidxt. Then, the Killing vectors
¢"0,, = (M, P, H, D) of the above space-time, given by,

M;j = —i(2;0; — x;0;), Pi= —i0;
H = —id;, D= —i(zt0;+2'9; — ror), (1.5)

produce precisely the required Lifshitz algebra, where
x; = 6;;27. The corresponding NQFT lives on the bound-
ary r = oo.

Note that the metric is invariant under the rescaling
(1.2), provided that r is scaling as r — ¢~1r. Clearly,
this is non-relativistic for z # 1, and to produce such a
space-time in Einstein’s theory of general relativity (GR),
matter fields must be present, in order to create such a
preferred direction. In [3], this was realized by two p-
form gauge fields with p = 1, 2, and was soon generalized
to other cases [7].

On the other hand, to construct a viable theory of
quantum gravity, Hofava [8] recently proposed a the-
ory based on the anisotropic scaling (1.2), the so-called
Hofava-Lifshitz (HL) theory of quantum gravity, and has
attracted a great deal of attention, due to its several re-
markable features [9]. The HL theory is based on the
perspective that Lorentz symmetry should appear as an



emergent symmetry at long distances, but can be funda-
mentally absent at short ones [10]. In the UV regime,
the system exhibits a strong anisotropic scaling between
space and time, given by Eq.(1.2). To have the theory
be power-counting renormalizable, the Lifshitz dynami-
cal exponent z must be no less than D in the (D + 1)-
dimensional spacetime [8, 11]. At long distances, high-
order curvature corrections become negligible, and the
lowest order terms take over, whereby the Lorentz in-
variance is expected to be “accidentally restored.”

Since in the HL gravity the anisotropic scaling (1.2)
is built in !, it is natural to expect that the HL gravity
provides a minimal holographic dual for non-relativistic
Lifshitz-type field theories. Indeed, recently it was
showed that the Lifshitz spacetime (1.4) is a vacuum so-
lution of the HL gravity in (24+1) dimensions, and that
the full structure of the z = 2 anisotropic Weyl anomaly
can be reproduced in dual field theories [12], while its
minimal relativistic gravity counterpart yields only one
of two independent central charges in the anomaly. This
speculation has been further confirmed by the existence
of other types of the Lifshitz spacetimes, including Lif-
shitz solitons [13, 14].

In this paper, we study another important issue: the
effects of high-order operators in non-relativistic Lifshitz
holography. Since high-order operators are necessarily
appear in the HL gravity in order to be power-counting
renormalizable, it provides an ideal place to study such
effects. In the framework of GR, this was studied in [15],
and found that these effects only shift the values of z.
In this paper, we shall first show that this is true also in
the HL gravity. Then, we study the effects on a scalar
field and the corresponding two-point correlation func-
tions. We find that, while in the infrared the asymptotic
behavior of a (probe) scalar field near the boundary is
similar to that studied in [3], it gets dramatically modi-
fied in the UV limit, because of the presence of the high-
order operators in this regime. Then, according to the
gauge/gravity duality, this in turn affects the two-point
correlation functions. This is expected, as in the UV the
high-order operators will dominate, and the asymptotic
behavior of the scalar field will be determined by these
high-order operators.

Specifically, the paper is organized as follows: In Sec-
tion II, we shall give a brief introduction to the non-
projectable HL gravity in (241)-dimensional spacetimes,
and find out the stability and ghost-free conditions in
terms of the independently coupling constants of the the-
ory. In Section III, we show that the Lifshitz space-time

1 It should be noted that in the HL gravity, all the spatial co-
ordinates (T’,xi) are scaling as " — fz", where n = r,i,(i =
1,2,3,...,d). This is different from that of the metric (1.4), in
which r must be scaling as » — ¢~ 1r, in order to keep the metric
invariant. Therefore, in principle the Lifshitz dynamical expo-
nent z appearing in (1.4) is different from that considered in the
HL theory: z™ — fx™, t— (*t.

(1.4) is not only a solution of the HL gravity in the IR
limit, but also a solution of the full theory. The only
difference is that the Lifshitz dynamical exponent z is
shifted. In Section IV, we study a scalar field propagat-
ing on the Lifshitz background (1.4). To compare our
results with the ones obtained in [3], in this section (and
also the next) we set z = 2. In Section V, we calculate
the two-point correlation functions, and find their main
properties in the IR as well as in the UV limit. In Section
V, we present our main conclusions.

II. NON-PROJECTABLE HL THEORY IN (2+1)
DIMENSIONS

Because of the anisotropic scaling (1.2) [see also Foot-
note 1], the gauge symmetry of the theory is broken down
to the foliation-preserving diffeomorphism, Diff(M, F),

5t =—f(t), dx' = —Ci(t,x), (2.1)

for which the lapse function N, shift vector N?, and 3-
spatial metric g;;, first introduced in the Arnowitt-Deser-
Misner (ADM) decompositions [16], transform as

SN = C*"VyN +Nf+ N/,
ON; = NpViCF + CFVEN; + ginC* + Nif + Nif,
0gi; = ViG + VG + fGij (2.2)

where f = df/dt, V,; denotes the covariant derivative
with respect to g;;, N; = gixN*, and 0Gij = Gij (t,:vk) —
9ij (t, ZCk), etc.

Due to the Diff(M, F) diffeomorphisms (2.1), one
more degree of freedom appears in the gravitational sec-
tor - a spin-0 graviton. Using the gauge freedom (2.1),
without loss of the generality, one can always set

N'=0, (2.3)
for which the remaining gauge freedom is
t=ft), o =), (2.4)

In the rest of this section, we shall leave the gauge choice
open, and in particular not restrict ourselves to the gauge
(2.3).

The Riemann and Ricci tensors R;ji; and R;; of the
2D leaves t = constant are uniquely determined by the
2D Ricci scalar R via the relations [17],

1
Riju = 3 (9irkgj1 — gugjr) R,
1 o
Rij = —gin, (’L,] = 1,2).

5 (2.5)

The general action of the HL theory without the pro-

jectability condition in (2+41)-dimensional spacetimes is
given by [13]

S = CQ/dtd%N\/g(cK —£V+C’2£M), (2.6)



where g = det(g;;), ¢? = 1/(167G), and
Lk = Ki K7 —\K?,
Ly = ”YOC2 + faia’ + R
CQ [ 9 R? + By (aza ) + B2 (ai Z)

+Bsa;a’a’

2

+ ﬂ4a a”Lj

+B5aiaiR + Bga’ iR} , (2.7)

with A = ¢“V,;V;, and

1
2N
N,
N )
Ly is the Lagrangian of matter fields. Then, the corre-
sponding field equations and conservation laws are given
explicitly in [13].

a; = (28)

Qi = Viaj .

A. Stability and Ghost-free Conditions

It is easy to show that the Minkowski space-time

(NaNiugij) = (17075ij)7 (29)

is a solution of the above HL gravity with «y = 0. Then,
its linear perturbations are given by

5N = n, 5N1 = (%B - Si,
591']‘ = —2’¢6ij + (818] - 61']‘62) E+ 2F(ZJ),(21O)

where F; ;) = (Fij + Fj;)/2, and

0'S; = 0'F; = (2.11)
It is interesting to note that in the decompositions (2.10)
no tensor mode appears in dg;;. This is closely related
to the fact that in (2+1)-dimensional spacetimes, spin-2
massless gravitons do not exist.

Then, the infinitesimal gauge transformations (1.4) can
be written as

f=€t), ¢=0C+n", (9mn" =0),

under which the quantities defined in Eq.(2.10) transfer
as,

(2.12)

B=B+,

1
=qp) — ~5?
b= 507,
F; = F; +n;.

n = n-4eé,
E=E+¢ ¢

Thus, from the above we can construct three scalar and
one vector gauge-invariants,

1 .
U = 1/;+§82E, d=B-F,

Y = 8%n, &,=5;—F,. (2.14)

Using the above gauge freedom, without loss of the
generality, we can set

E=0, F,=0, (2.15)

which will uniquely fix the gauge freedom represented by
¢ and 7n;, while leave €(t) unspecified. To further study
the above linear perturbations, let us consider the scalar
and vector perturbations, separately.

1. Scalar Perturbations

Under the gauge (2.15), the remaining scalars are n, B
and 1, with which it can be shown that the gravitational
sector of the action to the second-order takes the form,

2 2 2
S = ¢ /dtd x{2(1—2/\

+( A)(02B)? + Bnd*n — 2y1nd*y
L[4 (@9)? + (Ba + Ba)(@%n)?

)02 +2(1 4 2\)99*B

S

28000 . (216)

Its variations with respect to ¢, B and n yield, respec-
tively,

P 7 5 Ay0" + Bed'n
450 B+2(1_2)\)8 i =" (2.17)
(1 -2\ + (1 —\)9*B = (2.18)
Bn — e — BQ;@‘@ fga%p_o (2.19)

From Eq.(2.18) we can find B in terms of ¢, and then
substituting it into (2.16) we obtain,

S = ¢ /dtd2 {

~ 5 [192(020)° + (82 + B0 (0P0)°

1/1 + Bnd*n — 2y1nd*yY

+266(0%)(0%9)| } (2.20)
Then, the ghost-free condition require
1—2X\
>0 2.21
) (221)
that is,
. . 1
(H)A>1 or (@) A< 3 (2.22)



From Egs.(2.17)-(2.19), on the other hand, we can get
a master equation for v, which in momentum space can
be written in the form

Up + withy =0, (2.23)
where
4 4 _ Bek?
W2 = 1=\ [ 4vk I (Bﬁk _ k2)’y17<2
k= 1—2\ CQ <2 ! 3+ (324224)’@2
A 2k2
_ { 15 71/3 - k?/¢ < 1, (2.2
B A=A B E* .
1oy (42 — gig) & KP/C> L

Thus, to have the mode be stable in the infrared (IR),
we must require

8 <0, (2.25)

while its stability condition in the ultraviolet (UV) re-
quires

s P
~ 4(B2+ Ba)

In the intermediate range, by properly choosing other
free parameters the mode can be made always stable, and
such requirement does not impose any severe constraints.
So, in the following we do not consider it any further, and
simply assume that it is always satisfied.

It should be noted that the conditions (2.22), (2.25)
and (2.26) are valid only for the cases A # 1, for which
Eq.(2.25) tells that 8 must be strictly negative, and in
particular cannot be zero.

When A =1, from Eq.(2.18) we find that

V=0,
that is, ¥ does not represent a propagative mode, and
we can always set it to zero by properly choosing the
boundary conditions. Then, Eqgs.(2.17) and (2.19) reduce
to,

(2.26)

(2.27)

Bs

B —~yin— C—Qa% =0, (2.28)
ﬁ2;ﬁ462n—6n=0. (2.29)

From the last equation, we can see that n does not rep-
resent a propagative mode either, and can be set to zero
by properly choosing the boundary conditions. Then,
Eq.(2.28) yields B = 0, that is, B is also not a propaga-
tive mode.

Therefore, in the case A = 1 there is no gravitational
propagative mode, similar to the relativistic case [17]. As
a result, all the free parameters in this case are free, as
long as the stability and ghost-free conditions are con-
cerned.

As a corollary, we find that the HL theory with =0
is viable only when A = 1. Otherwise, the corresponding
scalar mode will become unstable, as one can see clearly
from Eq.(2.24).

2. Vector Perturbations

Under the gauge (2.15), the remaining vector is S,
with which it can be shown that the gravitational sector
of the action to the second-order takes the form,

2
S@ — —%/dtd2xN\/§(Si32Si)a (2.30)

g9

from which we find that,

928" = 0. (2.31)

That is, there is no propagative vector mode in the HL
gravity, even the Lorentz symmetry is violated.

In summary, the above analysis shows: (i) In the
case X # 1, only spin-0 gravitons exist in the (2+1)-
dimensional non-projectable HL gravity. Their stability
and ghost-free conditions require the independent cou-
pling constants must satisfy the conditions of Eqs.(2.22),
(2.25) and (2.26). (ii) In the case X = 1, the gravita-
tional sector of the HL gravity has mo free propagation
mode, similar to its relativistic counterpart. Then, all
the free parameters in this case are free, as long as the
stability and ghost-free conditions are concerned.

B. Detailed Balance Condition

To reduce the number of the coupling constants,
Hotava imposed the detailed balance condition [8]. The
main idea is to introduce a superpotential W on the
leaves t = Constant,

W= /d%\/gcw (Rij,ak, V1), (2.32)
so that the potential part of the action is given by
4 i 1 6W
LPP = E,GIME,, Ej= (2.33)

V369"
where G%* denotes the generalized de Witt metric on
the space of metrics, and is given by
ngkl =_ ik ]l+ il gk — Y kl' 2.34
5 (979" +9"9") = A"y (2.34)
Power-counting renormalizibility requires that the di-
mension of Ly must be greater or equal to 2d, that is,
[Lw] > 2d. Taking the lowest dimension, one can see
that in (2+1)-dimensional space-times, Ly in general
can be cast in the form,

Lw =w (R+ paa’ — 2Aw), (2.35)

where w, p and Ay are three coupling constants. Plug-
ging the above into Eq.(2.33) and taking Eq.(2.1) into
account, we find that

1
Eij = w {u ((Iiaj - §gijakak) +AW9ij] ;

2
ﬁg/DB) _ % [u2 (aiai)2+4(1_2)‘)A%V}' (2.36)



To have a healthy IR limit, the detailed balance con-
dition is frequently allowed to be broken softly [8, 18,
19] by adding all the low dimensional relevant terms,
R, a;a’, A, into LAg/DB), so that the potential is finally
given by

i )2
Ei/DB) =2A + Baa' + R+ % (aia")”,
where 81 = w?p?/2 and A = v9(?/2. Comparing it with
Ly given by Eq.(2.7), one can see that this is equivalent
toset 2 =0=7, (2<n<6).

(2.37)

III. LIFSHITZ SPACETIMES IN
(241)-DIMENSIONS

In this section we are going to study static vacuum
spacetimes with the ADM variables given by

N = T‘zf('f‘), Ni:()a
2
. g-\r
gi; = diag. ( T(2 ),r2) ,

in the coordinates (¢, r, z), where z is the dynamical Lif-
shitz exponent. Then, we find that

(3.1)

rg — r2 (rg’ —
Ry = 9T2995;5;+ (z3 9) 5950,

i
o = G
rf
Inserting the above into the general action (2.6), for the
vacuum case Ly = 0, we obtain

S, = —V,(? / dtdrr* fgLyv ( f<”>,g<m>,r),

Ki; = 0. (3.2)

(3.3)

where V,, = [dx, I™) = d"I(r)/dr", and Ly is given by
Eq.(A.2). Then, it can be shown that in the present case
there are only two independent equations, which can be
cast in the forms,

& dn (6L

;(—1)" e (6f(5)> =0, (3.4)
> an (5L

;(—1)" e <5g(fj)> =0, (3.5)

where £, = r* fgLy. In terms of f, g and their deriva-

tives, these two equations are given by Egs.(A.3) and
(A.4).

The Lifshitz spacetime corresponds to

f = f07 g9 = 9o, (36)

where fy and go are two constant. Then, the correspond-
ing metric can be cast in the form,

ds? = L? {— (%)2 dt? + (é)erz + (%)Qdﬁ} :

(3.7)

)
where L = (fog3)Y/tY, € = (go/fo)*/(**2). Inserting
Eq.(3.6) into Eqgs.(3.4) and (3.5), we obtain

20%Agy — (g5 [2(2+ 2)B +2m] — 2° (4 + 32) B
+ 4o + 2 [2(3 +22)82+ 2 (22 — 2) 53
— (2+2) (81— 285 +266) | =0,
2¢*Agy — 2C%3 (28 + 2m1) — 472 + 22 (472 + fo)

(3.8)

- 22{52 + 364 — 405+ 4686 + = {3251 — 253

~ (2 = 28 + 25| } = 0. (3.9)

In the IR limit, all the fourth-order terms become neg-
ligible, and the above equations reduce to

2095 — [2(2+ 2)B+271] =0, (3.10)
20g5 — 2 (28 +2m) =0, (3.11)
which have the solutions,
2
71 Yi (271 — B)
z= , A= ——=. 3.12
" 202071 — P)? (812)

These are exactly what were obtained in [12].
When the higher-order operators are not negligible, the
sum of Egs.(3.8) and (3.9) yields,

_ @B+ (1 —2)7]
A

+22 [zﬁ + (2z2 +z+ 1) ”yl] B2

+24 B+ (2 = 1)) Bs

+22[2(24+2) B+ (1 —2) M| B

+22[(2 4+ 2) (2 = 1) B+ 4n] B5

+2[2(242) (z+1)B—2n(z* +1)] Bs

A

{24 (28— (1+32)m]b

—4[z(P+2-1)B+ (2 —1)] 72}, (3.13)
where
A = 2{223B1 — 2229 — 2 (2 —3) Bs
+ (1= 2) [2°Bs + 2B4 — 472]
—z[2+ 2 (z = 1)] 55}2. (3.14)

The difference of Egs.(3.8) and (3.9), on the other
hand, yields,

az® +b2° +cz+d =0, (3.15)
where
a = =201+ B3 + B,
b = 202 — B3+ s — B5 + Bs,
¢ = —a?(B—m) — 472 — Ba+ 285 — 386,
d = 4vyy — ?y1, a= (g, (3.16)



which can be used to determine the dynamical exponent
z in terms of the coupling constants. In general, it has
three different solutions for any given set of the coupling
constants. On the other hand, Eq.(3.15) can be also used
to determine the integration constant go for any given z
and a set of the coupling constants. In this case, we have

az® + b2 4 ¢z + 4y,
Cln—Mn -8z’

where ¢ = —4v,—84+2085—306. Clearly, for the metric to
have a proper signature, z has to be chosen so that g2 > 0
for any given set of the coupling constants (5;, ;).

When the fourth-order corrections are small, we can
expand z near its IR fixed point, zg, given by Eq.(3.12).
Writing the fourth-order coupling constants in the form
s = sg + €8, where € < 1, we find that

%= (3.17)

z = zg+e€dz,

a = e(—231+[§3+[§5)7

b = e(2B2 — B3+ Ba— Bs + Be),

= co+ e(—4%2 — Ba + 285 — 356),

¢ =
d = dy+ 4es, (3.18)
where
2! 2 2
20 = , o =—a’(Bf—y), do=—a"1.
m -8 ( )

Thus, to the first-order of € Eq.(3.15) yields,

(=281 + Bs + B5)28 + (2B2 — B3 + Ba — Bs + o) 22
+(=492 — 34 + 235 - 336)20 + 499 4 ¢cpdz = 0,

(3.19)
from which we fin that,
1
oz = m{’h (6% (Ba — 285 + 306)
—Bv1 (=202 + B3 + Ba — 385 + 506)
+27% (BL = B2 — 5 + Bo)]
+4B72 (B —m)? } (3.20)

Note that in writing the above expression, without caus-
ing any confusions, we had dropped hats from all fourth-
order parameters. To study the behavior of z in the UV,
let us consider some particular cases.

A. Solutions with softly-breaking detailed balance
condition

When the softly-breaking detailed balance condition is
imposed, we have v2 = 3; =0, (i > 2). Then, Eqgs.(3.15)
and (3.13) reduce, respectively, to

042 042
B+ —(B-m)z+ =7 =0,
1

25 (3.21)

2

A= g BB (A= 2)m][z8 = (L +32)m].

(3.22)

Eq.(3.21) in general has three roots, and depending on
the signature of D, the nature of these roots are different,
where

(3.23)

ot 2 20‘2(’71—5)3
P= 167 [71_ 27h; 1

Let us consider the cases D = 0, D > 0 and D < 0,
separately.

1. D=0

When D = 0, we find that
_ 20 (m - B)°
27t
and Eq.(3.21) has three real roots, two of which are equal
and given by
3’}/1 3’}/1

B—my’ 277 2(B-—m) (3.25)
Clearly, by properly choosing 5 and -1, they can take
any real values, z; € (—00,00).

B (3.24)

21

2. D>0

In this case, Eq.(3.21) has only one real root, which
can be written as

—slpr2_4 _slpij2 4
: \/ 2 \/ Ty

where ¢ = a?v1/(261). In this case it is clear that 2 can

also take any real values for different choices of (3,1, 51)-

In particular, it has an extreme at 8 = ~;, given by
_ _1/3

Zm = —q'/5.

(3.26)

3. D<O

In this case, Eq.(3.21) has three real and different
roots, given by

Zp = %ﬁll_ﬁ)cos<9+2n?ﬂ—>7(n_ovla2)v

(3.27)
where 0 is defined as

1 o’y 661 )3/2
0= 3arcos l 15, (a2(71 =3 .

Again, similar to the last two subcases, by choosing dif-
ferent values of the coupling constants, we can have dif-
ferent values of z,. For example, taking o? = 4, § =
—1, 8, = 0.00001, ~; = 1, we obtain z; ~ 632.205.

(3.28)



B. Solutions with Ly = F(R)

Another interesting case is the F(R) models [20], for
which we have

Ly = F(R), (3.29)

where F(R) can be any function of R (possibly subjected

to some stability and ghost-free conditions). In particu-
lar, one can take the form,

F(R) =2\ + v R+ A% + gRQ,
which corresponds to the potential given by Eq.(2.7) with
Bi =0, (i =1,..,6), where A2 = a;a’. Note that in
writing the above expression, we had kept the a;a’ term,
in order to have a healthy IR limit for any given coupling
constant A [12, 13].

In this case, Egs.(3.8) and (3.9) have the solutions,

(3.30)

o
4y, —a*(n1 = B)’

2
A = ﬁ{oﬂ [2(2+2)B+271] — 472} . (3.31)

z =1

C. Solutions with Ly = G(A)

Similar to the last case, the function G(A) can take
any form in terms of A. A particular case is the potential
given by Eq.(2.7) with 713 = 72 = 85 = B = 0, for which
we have

Q(A) = 2A+ﬁaiai
) a0

2

+Byaiata’ ; + @;aijaij] (3.32)
In this case, Eq.(3.15) reduces to
az’> +bz+c=0, (3.33)
but now with
= =201+ Bs,
b = 20y — B3+ Ba,
c = —a’B — By (3.34)

Thus, in general there are two solutions,
1

4 ==

2(261 — B3)

where D = (2ﬁ2 — ﬂg =+ ﬂ4)2 =+ 4(0[2['3 =+ ﬂ4)(ﬂ3 — 2[’31)
Clearly, for z4 to be real, we must assume that D > 0.

[(2ﬂ2 — B3+ Ba) = \/5] ., (3.35)

IV. SCALAR FIELD IN THE LIFSHITZ
SPACETIME

The action of a scalar field in the HL theory takes the
form,

1 .

1
~V(p) = VP — e Vf;"}, (4.1)

where V% and Y are, respectively, the second and
forth order operators, made of R;;, a;, V; and ¢, where

[¢] = 0.

In general, they take the forms [21, 22],

[Rij] =2, [ai] =1=[Vi], (4.2)

Vf) = % [142Vi(9)] (Vip)® + €1(9)a; Vi + €ea(d)aia’
+es(P)R+ ...,

VY = 1alp) (v29)" + Vi) Ve + 01(6) Ri; ViV o
+62(0) (0:V'0)” + 65($)R? + ... (4.3)

where V;, ¢; and J; are arbitrary functions of ¢ only, and
the elapsing terms are the mixed ones made of R;;, a;
and V;¢. When the background is fixed, these terms
always give rise to low order operators in terms of the
scalar field ¢. For example, the term e;(¢)a;Vig ap-

pearing in V? contributes to the equation of motion of
the scalar field only with the first-order spatial deriva-
tive, V' [e1(¢)a;], while the term &1(4)R;;VipVig ap-
pearing in Vf) contributes only with the second-order
spatial derivative, V7 [61(¢)R;;Vi¢]|. In addition, the
term d3(¢p)R? had contributions of the form, §5(¢)R?,
which acts as a potential term once the background is
fixed. Therefore, when the space-time background is
fixed, the dominant terms in the UV are only the V5
and Vj terms appearing in Eq.(4.3). In the IR, on the
other hand, their contributions must be so that the re-
sulted action is of general covariance, in order to have a
consistent theory with observations [23] 2. Therefore, in
this paper, without loss of the generality, we shall keep
only the underlined V;(¢) terms appearing in Eq.(4.3)
and absorb the factor M2 into Va(¢) and V4(¢). Then,
the Variation of the action with respect to ¢ yields,

1, {\/?

NG W(sb — N'V;p)

%

N (¢ — N*V5p)

2 The only possible contributions of these terms are in the interme-
diate energy scales. However, the study of them in these energy
scales in general are very complicated, and are hardly carried out
analytically. Thus, in this paper we shall not consider them.



+ VN (Vi) (1 4 2V1)] — V2[2NVa(v2p)]
— VYNVy] = N[V' + V] (vVp)?

+V3(V20)? + Vi(Vio)]. (4.4)

To compare with the results obtained in [3], we first
set L=4¢=1, z =2 and u = 1/r. Then, the metric
(3.7) becomes,

1 1

In the probe limit, the backreaction of the scalar field
is neglected. Hence, taking the above space-time as the
background, and choosing

V = m*®, Vi =a, %Z%Eam
a
V4 = ]\4429050/4@7 (46)

where a,, are constants, we find that Eq.(4.4) reduces to,

2 2
u26t2<p = (1 + 2a1) (6%()0 -+ 83()0 — Ea“(p> _ Fm2(p
36¢p
u?
—2u*(ag + a4)(0kp + 202020 + Dkp).

32
—a4 |80%p + 1602 — Zaucp +
(4.7)

At the boundary u = 0, the scalar field takes the
asymptotical form,

p~ UA% (t,.I), (48)

where A is one of the real roots of the equation,

(14 2a1)(A% =3 A) —2m? — ay(16 A% —48 A +36)
—2(az +aq4) & (A —1)(A =2)(A —-3) =0. (4.9)

From the action (4.1), integrating it by parts and dis-
carding boundary terms, we find that it takes the form,

Sy = /dtdeN\/g{— P _p,(YI%)

Nyg " 2N

(1 + 2@1)

2 2 ¥ i
— Vi(NV
m2g? + S0, (Nviy)

—%Vz (NV?p) — a4cpv4go}. (4.10)

It can be shown that both actions (4.1) and (4.8) are
finite for
3
A>— (4.11)
2
with the asymptotic condition (4.8).

In the IR, the V5 and V} terms are very small, and can
be set to zero safely. In addition, in this limit the scalar

field should be relativistic, so Vi = 0. Hence, the above
equation reduces to

A% =3 A —2m? =0, (4.12)
which has the solutions,
Ap= % (3 + m) . (4.13)
For
m? > (4.14)

-3

in contrast to the case considered in [3], now only the
solution with A = A,

o(u, t,x) — ut+ (ga(t,x) + O(u2)) , (4.15)

leads to a finite action either in the form of Eq.(4.1) or
in the one of Eq.(4.10).

In the UV, on the other hand, the V5 and Vj; terms
dominate, and Eq.(4.9) becomes,

(az + £L4) A4 —6(&2 + CL4) A3 —|—(11a2 + 27&4) A2

—(6ag + 54day) A +36a4 = 0. (4.16)
In the case a4 = 0, the above equation reduces to
A* —6 A% +11 A —6=0, (a4 =0), (4.17)
which has solutions
ANy =1, DNy =2, A3 =3, (ag =0). (4.18)

If we choose as = —ay, Eq.(4.14) has the double root

N = 6, (ag = —a4). (419)

From the above analysis, one can see that the scalar
field has quite different behaviors at the boundary v = 0
in the two limits, IR and UV.

V. TWO-POINT CORRELATION FUNCTIONS

The bulk field ¢(u, x) can be written in the form
plute) = [ 200 )Gt 0.0.2'). (5.1)

where ¢(0,¢,x) is the scalar field on the boundary and
G(u,t,z;0,t', ') the boundary to bulk propagator. It is
easy to work in the Fourier space due to the translational
invariance in t and x. In the Fourier space, we have

P(u,w, k) = é(u,w,k)@((),w,k). (5.2)



A. 1In the IR

In the IR, we set a1 = as = a4 = 0, Eq.(4.7) reduces
to

2 P
—uw0p = 0o+ Do — ~Oup = —m?p, (5.3)

and G (u,w, k) in Fourier space satisfies the equation,

.92 . N
02G — EauG — (W?u? + |KH)G =0, (5.4)
with the boundary conditions,
(i) G(0,w,k) =1,
(i1) G(oo,w, k) is finite. (5.5)

Note that in writing down Eq.(5.3), we had set t = ir.
Then, the above conditions uniquely determine the prop-
agator G(u,w, k),

=~ 2 2 kQ 5
k —|wl|u®/2
Gu,w, k) = —\/_e (4| | + 4)

k2 1 1 9
U (M - 17_§a|w|u >7 (5.6)

where Ul(a, b, u) is the confluent hypergeometric function
of the second kind. Near u = 0, G is given by

k2
oo, D
2 k2
T

In the IR limit and m = 0, the action Eq.(4.1) yields

u’ + 0 (u') . (5.7)

* i _1 2 1 12 2

1
= §/d7'd2x B)ggh” 0,00, p, (5.8)

where ¢’ = g—f. Integrating by parts, one can show that

the on-shell bulk action is determined by the values of
the field on the boundary

Sy = / drdz[v/ ) gg" 00, ] 2°
_ / dudk@(0, k, ) F(k, )3 (0, —k, —w), (5.9)

where we had cut off the space at u = € to regulate the
bulk action, and the “flux factor” F is defined as

F(k,w) = [G(u, k,w) /P gg“ 0,G (u, —k, —w)] . (5.10)
Since the propagator G vanishes at u = oo, F only re-

ceives a contribution from the cutoff at u = €. The mo-
mentum space two-point function for the operator O,

dual to ¢ is given by differentiating Eq.(5.9) twice with
respect to ¢(0, k,w):

(Op(k,w)Ou(—k, —w)) = F(k,w). (5.11)
Plugging Eq.(5.7) into Eq.(5.10), we pick out the leading
non-polynomial piece in either k or w. This gives the
correlation function, after taking the limit € — 0,

8|w|?/*T'(a + 3)

(O, )0p(—h, ~)) = —=—rs

. (5.12)

where a = % — 1. Since I'(a ~ 0) — oo, we find that
(Op(k,w)Ou(—k,—w)) ~ 0 as a — 0. When a > 1,
on the other hand, we find (O, (k,w)O,(—k, —w)) ~
—8|w|/2(k? + |wl|), which gives rise to correlations be-
tween points only with temporal separation.

In general, the divergence arising as ¢ — 0 from the
term proportional to u? is removed via local boundary
terms [3, 24], and the terms O(u*) and higher vanish as
the cutoff is removed when taking the limit ¢ — 0.

B. In the UV

In the UV limit, the last term in Eq.(4.7) dominates,
and we find that
02 = 2a24(9kp + 202070 + Dl p), (5.13)

where ao4 = ag + a4. In the Fourier space, this becomes

(5.14)

~ ~ 2 ~
9LC — 2k202C + (k4 + “—) G=o0,
2a24

with the same boundary condition as in Eq.(5.5). Then,
we find that

G = cle—u\/ﬁ(cos Z+isin §)
+(1 = )emuvpleos—ising) (515
where ¢y is an integration constant, and
2 w?
pcos =k psinf =,/ —. (5.16)
2a24

Thus, with m = 0, the action (4.1) gives rise to,

1
/de%N\/g{ W“’ﬂ + a(V3p)?

+ a4¢v4¢}

= /dwdk@((),k,w)/ du

2 ~ ~
X { %G(u, k,w)G(u, —k, —w)

1S

+aok*G(u, k,w)G(u, —k, —w)



—2a04k>G(u, k, w)O>G(u, —k, —w)
+a202G(u, k, w)>G(u, —k, —w)
+a4G(u, k,w)02G (u, —k, —w)
—i—%[é(u, k,w)03G (u, —k, —w)
u
— k2G(u, k,w)0,G(u, —k, —w)]
2a4 =~

+? (G (u, k,w)D>G(u, —k, —w)

— k2G(u, k,w)G (u, —k, —w)]}cﬁ(o, —k,—w)
_ / dudkp(0, k, ) F (k) 30, —k, —w), (5.17)
where

Flk,w) = /eoodu{o;é(u,k,w)é(u,—k, —w)

+agk*G(u, k,w)G(u, —k, —w)
—2a04k>G(u, k, W) G (u, —k, —w)
+a202G(u, k,w)>G(u, —k, —w)
+a4G(u, k,w)02G (u, —k, —w)
—l—%[é(u, k,w)33G (u, —k, —w)
u
— k2G(u, k,w)0,G(u, —k, —w)]

—|—2—(124 [é(u, k, w)azé(u, —k,—w)
U

— k2 G(u, k,w)G(u, —k, —o.))]}. (5.18)

Plugging Eq.(5.15) into Eq.(5.18), and taking the limit
€ — 0, we find that

Fk,w) = 4dasei(1—c1)p? sin@sing. (5.19)

VI. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we have investigated the effects of high-
order operators on the non-relativistic Lifshitz hologra-
phy in the framework of the Hotava-Lifshitz (HL) theory
of gravity [8], which contains all the required high-order
spatial operators in order to be power-counting renor-
malizble. The unitarity of the theory is also preserved,
because of the absence of the high-order time operators.
In this sense, the HL, gravity is an ideal place to study
the effects of high-order operators on the non-relativistic
gauge/gravity duality.

In particular, we have first shown that the Lifshitz
space-time (3.7) is not only a solution of the HL grav-
ity in the IR, as first shown in [12] and later rederived
in [13], but also a solution of the full theory. The effects
of the high-oder operators on the Lifshitz dynamical ex-
ponent z is simply to shift it to different values, as these
high-oder operators become more and more important,
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as shown explicitly in Section III. This is similar to the
case studied in [15].

In Section IV, we have studied a scalar field that
has the same symmetry in the UV as the HL grav-
ity, the foliation-preserving diffeomorphism described by
Eq.(1.4). While in the IR the asymptotic behavior of the
scalar field near the boundary is similar to that given
in the 4-dimensional spacetimes [3], its asymptotic be-
havior in the UV gets dramatically changed, so does the
corresponding two-point correlation function, as shown
in Section V. This is expected, because the high-order
operators dominate the behavior of the scalar field in the
UV. Then, according to the holographic correspondence,
this in turn affects the two-point correlation functions.

It would be important to study the effects of high-order
operators on other properties of the non-relativistic Lif-
shitz holography, including phase transitions and super-
conductivity of the corresponding non-relativistic quan-
tum field theories defined on the boundary. In particu-
lar, it has been suggested that inflation may be described
holographically by means of a dual field theory at the fu-
ture boundary [25]. This might provide deep insights to
the Planckian physics in the very early universe, where
(non-perturbative) quantum gravitational effects are ex-
pected to play an important role. Recently, a powerful
analytical approximation method, the so-called uniform
asymptotic approximation, was developed [26, 27], which
is specially designed to study such effects in the very
early universe. With the arrival of the era of the preci-
sion cosmology [28, 29|, such effects might be within the
range of the detection of the forthcoming generation of
experiments [30].

Another possible application of these high-order effects
might be to Hawking radiation, where quantum gravita-
tional effects also become important. Previous studies of
such effects showed that the Hawking radiation is robust
with respect to the UV corrections [31]. To study them
in detail, one can equally apply the uniform asymptotic
approximation method developed in [26] to the studies of
Hawking radiation. In particular, in the spherical back-
ground, one can simply identify the radial coordinate r
in the Hawking radiation with the time variable n used in
the inflationary models. In the inflationary models, the
initial conditions are normally the Bunch-Davies vacuum,
but here in the studies of Hawking radiation they should
be the Unruh vacuum.
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Appendix A: Field Equations for Satic Spacetimes

From Eq.(3.2) we find that

2(rg’ — g)
R = 5;3 22
AR = % 15r2¢"% —rgg’ (2lg'+107°g”)+g2(69'+r(6g"+rg(3))>},
oy = LG AT - Z;’Qggv =10l 2P e (r2 (;; rf'>> 676,
i )’
g = A= rg) =P[R 4 rf(f' (29— rg) +rgf")
[ f293 9
.. 2
Wiy = ﬁ{ﬂf (41 412 [rgf? 4 2% — F(g (74 r") —rr'g')] } (A1)
and
= s s (e D) ) et

+<2—194 {2(272 — 12?) + 22 (B12® + o + B3z + Ba)

—i—% (2rz (=274 +2B12% 4+ 2B2 + 2832 + Ba) f/ + 122 (2B2 + B32) f)

+% (72 (~29 + 68122 +2(2 = 2) B + 2 (5 — 2) B + 264) (f')’

+2r3 (282 + Bz + Ba) f'f + 1" (B2 + Ba) (f”)2)
+%(%zGQm+Qﬂﬂ2+m%+2@z+ﬂgfﬂ+ﬂz@m4ﬁ%@fﬂ

+%(%3@&Z—Mﬁ—@—lﬂﬁ—@ﬂff
N4
—r (282 — B3 + 2B4) f” (f/)Q) +rt (2

1
g {(QT (=472 + 686 + 2%) —r2° (262 + 203)) o' + 2B (69" + 7“9(3))
g/
_l’__
f

+}q_; (7 @y +2(: = 2) B2 — 3285 +2(= — 1) Ba) (/)

N3
—2r* By + Ba) [ 1) + 7°4(ff—3) (2B2 — B3 +2B4) 9/}

{r2(2(272-2156)4-z2(524-ﬂ4))(952

(B1 + B2 — s +ﬂ4)}

(rz (471 — 682 — 3857 — 2B4) ' — 212 (Bo + Ba) ')

2

1
¢%g°

! / /N3
—208sr%g" g’ + r?’f? (d)? (B2 + Ba) <2z + rf?> } + 308g1> 2929)7 ) (A.2)

Then, the field equations (3.4) and (3.5) take the forms,

+

0 = —r*C*yog + % {271 +rB (2(2 +2)+ [22 +4- T]ﬂ 7/ + 2rf”>} - ;_Z {271 +26r (2 * rf%) } 4



—i—% {472 —22(2 +2)1u + 2232 + 4)B1 — 2%(22 + 3) B2 — 2% (2* — 2)B3 + 2(2 + 2) 4
2r

+7 ([—2(2 +2)v4 + 622(2 +3)81 — 2(222 +52+4+2)B2 + 22(22 —2z41)83 — (22 +3z4+ 2)64} f!

41 [=271 + 6812% — (2° + 112 + 14) B, — 22(2 — 1) B3 — (2° + 82 + 13)B4) f”
—2r2(4+2) [B2 + Ba] £O) —r* (8 + 8] £V

+;‘_22 (2 [7a+32(246)B1 + (2* + 62+ 4)B2 — (22 + 62 — 3) B3 + (2° + 62 + 8) 4] (f')?
+4r [12612 + 42(2 + 5)B2 — 2(22 = 1)B3 + (22 + 13)Ba] /" '

T3
+4r2 (B + Bi SO + 302 [By + B (/)2 — % (132 =981 + (2 +2)B2 = (2 = 2)Bs + (2 + 3)Bal /'
(361 — 2Bs — By — 284 ) (f')? 3f4 (881 — Bo— By — Ba) (f)*

+<;“_;4 {(2r [4y2 — 686 — 6B12° + 2(2° + 92+ 6)B2 — 2%(3 — 22) B3 + 2(z> + 42+ 1)B4] ¢’
+2r2 [—606 + 2742 + 22(2 + 3) B2 + 2(22 + 5)B4] ¢" + 2r® [=Bs + 2(B2 + S4)] g<3))

+% ((2r% [2(6 + 2)ya — 18812 + 3(2> + 92+ 8) B2 + 62(2 — 1) B3 + (32 + 172 + 18)B4] f’
20 (27 + 310 + 82)8s + (204 92)84] £ + 120 [Bo + 4] 1P)) of

+2r (1274 + 222 + 5) + (42 + 9)Bal g" + 27 [B2 + Bil g f'
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