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The spacetime surrounding compact objects such as neutron stars and black holes provides an
excellent place to study gravity in the strong, non-linear, dynamical regime. Here, the effects of
strong curvature can leave their imprint on observables which we may use to study gravity. Recently,
NICER provided a mass and radius measurement of an isolated neutron star using x-rays, while
LIGO/Virgo measured the tidal deformability of neutron stars through gravitational waves. These
measurements can be used to test the relation between the tidal deformability and compactness of
neutron stars that are known to be universal in general relativity. Here, we take (shift-symmetric)
scalar-Gauss-Bonnet gravity (motivated by a low-energy effective theory of a string theory) as an
example and study whether one can apply the NICER and LIGO/Virgo measurements to the uni-
versal relation to test the theory. To do so, this paper is mostly devoted on theoretically
constructing tidally-deformed neutron star solutions in this theory perturbatively and calculate
the tidal deformability for the first time. We find that the relation between the tidal deformability
and compactness remains to be mostly universal for a fixed dimensionless coupling constant of the
theory though the relation is different from the one in general relativity. We also present a universal
relation between the tidal deformability of one neutron star and the compactness for another neu-
tron star that can be directly applied to observations by LIGO/Virgo and NICER. For the equations
of state considered in this paper, it is still inconclusive whether one can place a meaningful bounds
on scalar Gauss-Bonnet gravity with the new universal relations. However, we found a new bound
from the mass measurement of the pulsar J0740+6620 that is comparable to other existing bounds
from black hole observations.

I. INTRODUCTION

Neutron stars (NSs) represent some of the densest ob-
jects in the universe, second only to black holes. The
densities of these stars can reach several times nuclear
saturation density (ρ = 2.8×1014 g/cm3) which is greater
than any density measurable in a laboratory [1]. This
immense density coincides with masses on the order of
1.5M� and radii around 12–15 km [2]. The exact prop-
erties of a NS can be found given a specific equation of
state (EoS) which determines the relationship between
the pressure and density within the star. Observations
of NSs’ mass and radius could allow scientists to under-
stand the inner workings of these EoSs better and allow
for a more fundamental understanding of nuclear physics.

One way scientists have sought to explore the inner
workings of NSs has been with the Neutron star Inte-
rior Composition ExploreR (NICER). This instrument
aims to provide inferences of the mass and radius of NSs
(whose relation depends sensitively on the underlying
EoS) to accuracies never before achieved with other op-
tical telescopes [3, 4], through the use of monitoring the
x-ray hotspots on a rotating NS. The results obtained via
PSR J0030+0451 [5, 6] placed stringent bounds on the
valid EoS [7–10].

Another way of probing the internal structure of NSs
is to use gravitational-wave observations, as done by the
LIGO/Virgo Collaboration (LVC). Through the binary
NS merger event GW170817, LVC measured the (dimen-
sionless) tidal deformability parameter (Λ), which mea-
sures the susceptibility of a NS to be deformed by an

external tidal field [11, 12]. The larger Λ is, the easier a
star will deform. Observations of the event GW170817
have placed limits on the tidal parameter for a 1.4M� NS
to be Λ1.4 = 190+390

−120 [13]. Once again, this observation
has led to stringent bounds on the EoS (see e.g. [12–24]),
including joint bounds between x-ray and gravitational
waves [25–28].

Due to their large compactness and strong gravita-
tional field strength, NSs are ideal sources to probe not
only nuclear physics but also gravity [29, 30]. Thus far,
all measurements of NS properties have agreed with those
predicted by general relativity (GR) for a number of
EoSs. However, GR itself has problems elsewhere. It has
been shown that given a field-theoretical approach, GR
is non-renormalizable which may lead to problems in the
ultra-violet regime. The predictions of quantum grav-
ity theories in the low energy limit often show that GR
should be modified by additional fields and higher-order
curvature scalar terms [31]. This hints at the possibility
that GR as currently understood is incomplete and may
be modified at specific energy levels not yet studied in
detail, such as those in the strong gravity regime.

One alternative theory of gravity which has drawn in-
terest from physicists is Einstein-dilaton-Gauss-Bonnet
(EdGB) gravity, in which a scalar field (dilaton) is cou-
pled exponentially to the metric. This theory shows up
in the low-energy limit of heterotic string theory [32, 33],
and has been shown to agree with GR in the weak field
regime [34]. With this in mind, the next step would then
be to examine EdGB in the strong field regime. Work
has already been completed on studying this theory for
both BHs [35–40] and NSs [41–45]. These studies have
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managed to place some limits on the theory, but improve-
ments are necessary as new ways of probing the strong
field are undertaken. In this paper, we consider
scalar-Gauss-Bonnet (sGB) gravity that general-
izes the form of the coupling of the scalar field to
the metric and includes EdGB gravity as an ex-
ample. As a simplification to this theory, we make the
assumption that our deviation from GR is small and we
may decouple the theory by linearly coupling our scalar
field to the Gauss-Bonnet parameter [46].

One difficulty in using NSs to test gravity is the de-
generacy between uncertainties in nuclear physics and
gravitational physics. For example, one can in princi-
ple use the relation between the NS mass and radius to
probe gravity, though one needs to know the correct EoS
beforehand. One way to overcome this is to use certain
universal relations that are insensitive to the underly-
ing EoSs [47–50]. For example, universal relations exist
between the NS moment of inertia (I), the tidal Love
number (Love), and the spin-induced quadrupole mo-
ment Q [47, 48]. The I-Q relation has been studied in
EdGB gravity in [42, 51].

In this paper, we aim to probe sGB gravity by apply-
ing universal relations to the NS measurement by NICER
and LVC. A similar analysis has been carried out in [52]
to probe dynamical Chern-Simons gravity [53]. The au-
thors in [52] converted the NICER’s measurement of the
NS compactness to the moment of inertia by using the
universal relation between these two quantities assuming
GR is the correct theory of gravity. The authors then
used the tidal deformability measurement by LVC and
the I-Love universal relations to probe the theory. In this
paper, we focus on a different universal relation, namely
the one between the tidal deformability and compact-
ness (Love-C relation) [54]. Since these quantities are
the ones that are directly measured through x-ray and
gravitational waves, we do not need to apply an addi-
tional universal relation to convert the measurement of
one quantity from another.

In order to develop these relationships in sGB grav-
ity, a significant portion of this paper is devoted
to computing the NS tidal deformability by con-
structing tidally-deformed NS solutions in sGB
by following a similar procedure to one typically
performed in GR.

The tidal deformability is defined as the ratio between
the quadrupolar deformation of a body (Qij) and an ex-
terior quadrupolar tidal field (Eij) [11, 55]. This may be
computed via an asymptotic expansion of the external
metric about a distance much larger than the radius of
the star, which allows one to denote the Qij and Eij as
relating to the coefficients to the O

(
1/r3

)
and O

(
r2
)

terms respectively. For sGB, we compute these quanti-
ties assuming that the tidal field and the sGB corrections
are small, and solving the field equations perturbatively
in terms of both a tidal parameter ε and the sGB param-
eter α that characterizes the coupling between the
scalar field and the metric. Once we have tidal

FIG. 1. The mass-radius curves in GR (solid) and in sGB
(dashed) with the maximum value of ζ for each EoS allowed
to support a 2.01M� NS, which corresponds to lower mass
bound for J0740+6620 in [56–59] for a selection of EoS. We
terminate the curves at the maximum mass of the NS for
the corresponding ζ. The yellow box is representative of
mass and radius bounds inferred for J0740+6620 with 1-σ er-
rors [59]. The two black dots with error bars correspond to 1-σ
bounds placed on the radius of NSs with masses 1.4M� and
2.08M� from a recent NICER analysis by combining measure-
ments of neutron stars through x-ray, radio and gravitational
waves [59].

deformability calculations in hand, we compare
these theoretical predictions with various NS ob-
servations to constrain sGB gravity.

We find the following main results. Figure 1
presents the mass-radius relation (for isolated, non-
tidally-deformed NSs) in GR and in sGB. Here, ζ is
a new coupling constant in sGB gravity where we
make α dimensionless by the mass and radius of
a neutron star (we define this quantity properly
in Eq. (6)). Notice that the maximum mass decreases
in sGB gravity as was first found in [44]. In the fig-
ure, we have chosen the dimensionless coupling constant
that can marginally support a 2.01M� NS, which is the
lower mass bound for J0740+6620 [56, 57]. We also
assume the correction to the Shapiro delay used
to infer the mass in [56, 57] is not corrected by
the sGB corrections. This assumption is based
on the results of previous work [44], where it was
found that perturbations to the metric of a NS
occur at O

(
M7/r7

)
where M is the stellar mass

while r is the distance from the star. Thus, we
expect the influence on the Shapiro delay from
sGB corrections to be highly suppressed. Based
on this, we can place bounds on sGB gravity that is
EoS dependent. Choosing the stiffest EoS (MS1 and
MS1b), we found a bound on the dimensionful coupling
constant

√
α < 1.29km, which provides the most con-

servative bound out of the EoS considered in this paper.
This new bound is comparable to other existing bounds
from BH observations summarized in Table I, and in fact
is the strongest if we do not account for the bound from
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FIG. 2. Relation between the tidal deformability and com-
pactness of neutron stars with various EoSs. GR solutions are
presented as solid grey lines, while sGB solutions with the di-
mensionless coupling constant of ζ = 0.5 are given as colored
lines. The dashed lines correspond to the continuation
of the sGB solution following ΛsGB < 0.5ΛGR, where we
take the small coupling approximation to no longer
be valid. The yellow box corresponds to bounds placed on
a 1.4M� NS with the Λ measurement from GW170817 by
LIGO/Virgo (Λ1.4 = 190+390

−120) [13] and the compactness one

from NICER (C1.4 = 0.159+0.025
−0.022) [52].

GW190814 [60] whose secondary object is uncertain.

Regarding tidally-deformed NSs, we first derive sGB
correction to the dimensionless tidal deformabil-
ity Λ (Eq. (55)). The correction arises from two
parts, one on the dimensionful tidal deformabil-
ity and another on the stellar mass used to nor-
malize the tidal deformability. These corrections
both enter at quadratic order in the sGB coupling
constant α. We next find that in general, the universal
relations between Λ and C remain relatively EoS insen-
sitive, though the EoS variation increases slightly from
the GR case (see Fig. 2). The deviation from GR in
the universal relation increases for NSs with larger com-
pactnesses, as the stellar curvature gets larger and the
sGB correction becomes larger. Unfortunately, this de-
viation is small and not detectable by current measure-
ment standards for NSs with ∼ 1.4M� from GW170817
and J0030+0451.

So far, studies on testing GR through multimessenger
observations via universal relations [47, 48, 52] have fo-
cused on combining measurements of two different quan-
tities for the same NS mass (e.g. 1.4M�) as the universal
relations were constructed as a sequence of a single NS.
To go beyond this, we study the relation between Λ and
C for NSs with different masses. To be more specific, we
compared the Λ of a 1.4M� NS to the C of a 2.08M�
NS. We find that such a relation is EoS universal to a
fractional variation of ∼ 10% and while this test seems
useful, this examination failed to provide any meaningful
bounds on the theory in question. We believe that more
EoS may be needed to further investigate this approach.

The structure of the paper is as follows: In Sec. II we
explain the details of sGB theory. Section III presents our
derivation of the sGB correction to the tidal deformabil-
ity parameter. Section IV will discuss the implications of
these calculations for various EoSs and how they relate to
the results from NICER and LIGO. In Sec. V we discuss
the results of our analysis and compare what we find with
observations. Throughout this paper, we will make use
of the metric signature (−,+,+,+) as presented in [66]
and units c = G = 1.

II. SCALAR-GAUSS-BONNET GRAVITY

In this section, we will detail the decomposition of sGB
from EdGB, the action of the theory, and the field equa-
tions we will use throughout this paper.

A. Action

We begin with the basics of sGB gravity as explained
in [31]. The action for sGB is

S =

∫ √
−g
[
κR− 1

2
∇µϕ∇µϕ+ αf(ϕ)G + 2U(ϕ)

]
d4x ,

(1)

where κ = (16π)
−1

, ϕ is a canonical scalar field with
potential U(ϕ), f(ϕ) is a functional coupling of the scalar
field to the metric with coupling strength α (that has a
unit of length squared in the c = G = 1 unit and when
ϕ is dimensionless), and G is the Gauss-Bonnet constant
defined as

G ≡ R2 − 4RµνR
µν +RµσντR

µσντ . (2)

There are a number of forms the functional, f(ϕ), can
take (see [67–72]). For example, f(ϕ) = e−γϕ for a
constant γ corresponds to Einstein-dilaton Gauss-Bonnet
gravity that arises as a low-energy limit of a string the-
ory [73].

In this paper, we choose to work in the so called de-
coupling limit of the theory [31] with a massless dilaton
such that U(ϕ) = 0. From this, our functional is Taylor
expanded about an asymptotic value of ϕ at infinity that
we take to be 01 in the form

f(ϕ) = f(0) + f,ϕ(0)ϕ+O
(
ϕ2
)
. (3)

The first term in Eq. (3) contributes no information to
the dynamics of the problem. This is due to the fact
that G is a topological constant and thus when the first
term is considered, it yields a boundary term in the ac-
tion which does not contribute to the dynamics of the

1 As we explain later, a linearly-coupled sGB has shift-symmetry
and thus the asymptotic value of the scalar field is irrelevant.
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LMXB
BBH NS (this work)

O1–O2 O1–O3 max mass Λ–C
√
α [km] 1.9 [61] 5.6 [62], 1.85 [63], 4.3 [64] 1.7 [65], 4.5 [60], (0.4) [60] 1.29 —

TABLE I. Astrophysical bounds on (linearly-coupled) sGB gravity. We show bounds from a LMXB, binary black holes (BBHs)
and NSs. For BBH, the bounds come from gravitational wave observations and we show bounds using events during O1–O2
runs and O1–O3 runs separately. The one in brackets come from GW190814 assuming that it is a BBH, which has some
uncertainty and the bound becomes much weaker if it is a NS-BH binary. For NS, we present the bound from the NS maximum
mass. The one from the universal relation between the tidal deformability and compactness (Λ–C) is still inconclusive and
needs a further study.

problem. The second term in Eq. (3) will be used to con-
vert our full action to decoupled dynamical Gauss-Bonnet
gravity or shift-symmetric sGB gravity (which we refer
simply to sGB gravity in this paper). The final action of
sGB gravity that we consider in this paper is

S =

∫ √
−g
[
κR− 1

2
∇µϕ∇µϕ+ αϕG

]
d4x . (4)

Note that the theory becomes invariant under the trans-
formation ϕ → ϕ + c [39, 74, 75], where c is a constant.
This is an example of shift-symmetric Horndeski grav-
ity [76]. In Eq. (4), we have absorbed the constant f,ϕ(0)
into the coupling parameter α.

The coupling parameter has been constrained to be√
α . O(1)km from black hole observations through x-

rays [61] and gravitational waves [60, 62–65] (see Table I).
Both low-mass x-ray binary (LMXB) and gravi-
tational wave sources were used to probe the exis-
tence of scalar dipole radiation, that is present in
sGB gravity, through the measurement of the or-
bital decay rate. Thus, one can probe sGB gravity
with dynamical spacetime through these systems
(as opposed to static spacetimes from the maxi-
mum mass of neutron stars found in this paper)
and the length scale being probed is roughly the
size of BHs (though the bounds depend also on
how accurately one can measure the orbital decay
rate).

Given that we are neglecting curvature interactions
higher than cubic order in the action, we treat the theory
in Eq. (4) as an effective theory and work in the small
coupling approximation. Namely, we assume ζ̄ � 1,
where ζ̄ is the dimensionless coupling constant given
by [44, 77, 78]

ζ̄ ≡ 16πα2

L4
=

16πα2M2
0

R6
0

, (5)

where L ≡
√
R3

0/M0 characterizes the curvature length
of a NS with M0 and R0 representing the stellar mass
and radius in GR. For the duration of this work, we scale
this quantity by the compactness such that

ζ ≡ ζ̄

C6
0

=
16πα2

M4
0

, (6)

which is another dimensionless coupling parameter used
widely in the literature. We aim to construct tidally-
deformed NS solutions in linearly-coupled sGB gravity
under the small coupling approximation valid to O(ζ) or
O(α2).

B. Field Equations

The field equations may be found by varying the action
with respect to our dynamical fields, the metric gµν and
ϕ. This leads to

Gµν = −α
κ
Kµν +

1

2κ

(
Tm
µν + Tϕµν

)
, (7a)

�ϕ = −αG , (7b)

where Gµν is the typical Einstein tensor, Kµν is given by

Kµν = −2R∇µ∇νϕ+ 2 (gµνR− 2Rµν)�ϕ

+ 8Rγ(µ∇γ∇ν)ϕ− 4gµνR
γδ∇γ∇δϕ

+ 4Rµγνδ∇γ∇δϕ , (8)

the energy-momentum tensor for the scalar field is

Tϕµν = ∇µϕ∇νϕ−
1

2
gµν∇γϕ∇γϕ , (9)

and we define � ≡ ∇µ∇µ. We will assume that the mat-
ter we are dealing with inside of the NS can be described
as a perfect fluid, and so define the matter stress tensor
in Eq. (7a) as

Tµνm = (ρ+ p)uµuν + p gµν , (10)

with pressure p, energy density ρ, and four-velocity of
the fluid uµ. This four-velocity is also forced to obey the
contraint that this fluid is timelike such that uµu

µ = −1.
Equation (10) satisfies the conservation ∇µTm

µν = 0.

III. CONSTRUCTING TIDALLY-DEFORMED
NEUTRON STARS

In this section, we explain in detail how to construct
tidally-deformed neutron star solutions. We begin by
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reviewing the ansatz for the metric, matter and scalar
field. We next derive tidal perturbation equations in GR,
present the asymptotic behavior of the solutions and ex-
tend this formulation to sGB gravity. We finally describe
how to compute the tidal Love number and tidal deforma-
bility for neutron stars.

A. Metric, Matter and Scalar Field Decomposition

We begin by explaining the metric ansatz for tidal per-
turbation in sGB gravity. First, the background, static,
spherically symmetric line element is given by

ds2 = −eτ(r)dt2 + eσ(r)dr2 + r2dΩ2 , (11)

where dΩ2 = dθ2 + sin2 θ dφ2. We next choose to decom-
pose our metric terms as a series involving order-by-order
perturbations. There are two perturbations to con-
sider. For the first, denoted as ε, we use an order
keeping parameter to represent the tidal deforma-
bility. For our second perturbation, we make use

of α to represent our sGB perturbation paramater
as shown in Eq. (4). We may therefore write our met-
ric as a perturbation series to O

(
ε, α2

)
.2 Assuming small

deviations from GR (i.e. ε � 1 and α � L2), we may
expand the metric given in Eq. (11) using τ(r) =
τ00(r) + ετ10(r)Y2m(θ, φ) +α2τ02(r) + εα2τ12(r)Y2m(θ, φ)
(with similar forms for the other metric func-
tions). Here Ylm are spherical harmonics and we
fix the angular dependence to the l = 2 spherical
harmonics since we are interested in quadrupolar
tidal deformations. For example, the (t, t) compo-
nent of the metric is given by

gtt = −eτ =− eτ00+ετ10Y2m+α2τ02+εα
2τ12Y2m

=− eτ00 eετ10Y2m eα
2τ02 eεα

2τ12Y2m

=− eτ00 [1 + ε τ10 Y2m(θ, φ)]
[
1 + α2 τ02

]
×
[
1 + εα2 τ12Y2m(θ, φ)

]
+O(ε2, α4) . (12)

Following this, the metric ansatz is given by

ds2 = −eτ00(r) [1 + ε τ10(r)Y2m(θ, φ)]
[
1 + α2 τ02(r)

] [
1 + εα2 τ12(r)Y2m(θ, φ)

]
dt2

+ eσ00(r) [1 + ε σ10(r)Y2m(θ, φ)]
[
1 + α2 σ02(r)

] [
1 + εα2 σ12(r)Y2m(θ, φ)

]
dr2

+ r2
(
1 + εK10 Y2m + εα2K12Y2m

)
dΩ2 +O(ε2, α3)

= −eτ00
[
1 + ε τ10 Y2m + α2 τ02 + εα2 (τ12 + τ10τ02)Y2m

]
dt2

+ eσ00
[
1 + ε σ10 Y2m + α2 σ02 + εα2 (σ12 + σ10σ02)Y2m

]
dr2

+ r2
(
1 + εK10 Y2m + εα2K12Y2m

)
dΩ2 +O(ε2, α3) . (13)

Notice that there is no K02 as it can be gauged
away [44]. We will also only consider the axi-symmetric
(m = 0) modes, which allow us to write the explicit form
of the angular dependence as3

Y20 =
1

4

√
5

π

[
3 cos2 (θ)− 1

]
. (14)

In addition to the background functions τab(r) and σab(r)
at different orders, we introduce a new metric term
Kab(r) to include radial dependence in the angular com-
ponent of the tidal perturbations. The first index on
radial functions counts the order of tidal perturbation ε
while the second index counts the order of α.

We will also expand our scalar field and matter com-

2 Reference [79] showed that the leading order correction to the
metric in sGB is of O

(
α2

)
.

3 This choice is just for simplicity as the tidal deformability is
known to be independent of m [11].

ponents in terms of ε and α as well4

ϕ = ϕ00 + αϕ01 + εαϕ11 +O
(
ε, α2

)
, (15a)

p = p00 + ε p10 + α2 p02 + εα2p12 +O
(
ε, α3

)
, (15b)

ρ = ρ00 + ε ρ10 + α2 ρ02 + εα2ρ12 +O
(
ε, α3

)
. (15c)

The purpose of this expansion will be clear as we progress
through the derivation.

B. General Relativity

We now derive tidal perturbation equations in GR. For
our analysis of GR, we will restrict ourselves to the metric

4 The O (α) components of the pressure and density do not con-
tribute to the field equations [44].
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O
(
ε0, α0

)
O

(
ε1, α0

)
O

(
ε1, α1

)
O

(
ε0, α1

)
O

(
ε0, α2

)
O

(
ε1, α2

)
III B 1

III B 2

III C 1

IIID 1

III C 2

IIID 2

Tidal

sGB

FIG. 3. Flowchart illustrating the method order used in this paper. Relevant sections for specific O (εm, αn)
solutions are included. The colored boxes indicate which aspects of the calculations are being considered as
deviations from the unperturbed GR solution: tidal perturbations are shown in green, while sGB corrections
are shown in blue. The overlap of the areas represents the new work in this paper.

under the assumption α = 0:

ds2GR = −eτ00 (1 + ε τ10 Y2m) dt2

+ eσ00 (1 + ε σ10 Y2m) dr2

+ r2 (1 + εK10 Y2m) dΩ2 . (16)

Equation (16) is the same metric as in [11] (see also [80,
81] for relativistic formulation of tidal perturbations in
GR), so we will take the same approach to resolving the
metric components.

1. Background at O(ε0, α0)

At O
(
ε0
)
, we recover the standard Tol-

man–Oppenheimer–Volkoff (TOV) equations. The
(t, t) and (r, r) components of Eq. (7a) yield

dm0

dr
= 4πρ00r

2 , (17a)

d τ00
dr

=
2
(
4πp00r

3 +m0

)
r2
(
1− 2m0

r

) , (17b)

where we have introduced the mass function

e−σ00 =

(
1− 2m0

r

)
. (18)

Additionally, conservation of the matter stress tensor
∇µTµνm = 0 gives

d p00
dr

= −
(ρ00 + p00)

(
4πp00r

3 +m0

)
r2
(
1− 2m0

r

) . (19)

We numerically construct the interior solution as fol-
lows. At the center of the star, we may Taylor ex-
pand our functions (m0, τ00, p00) about r = 0 and choose
some initial small r0 as our starting point. Here, we
choose some initial density and find the corresponding
pressure through the EoS we are using. This gives us
our initial conditions for the differential equations we
need to solve. We choose to terminate the integration
of Eqs. (17a) and (19) when the pressure decreases by a

factor of 10−11 from the initial pressure determination;
this is the radius we call R0. We next choose a trial
central value for τ00 and solve Eq. (17b) to construct
a trial solution for τ00. The EoSs we use through-
out this paper are AP3 [82], AP4 [82], ENG [83],
DBHF [84], G4 [85], MPa [86], MPA1 [87],
MS1 and MS1b [88], SLy [82], WFF1 [89], and
WFF2 [89].

For the exterior of the star, we may solve the above
equations assuming ρ00 = p00 = 0. We determine the
metric components to be

σext
00 = − ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
, (20a)

τ ext00 = ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
, (20b)

where M0 is the total mass of the star enclosed in stellar
radius R0, and can be found via boundary matching with
the interior solutions of the star; M0 = m0(R0). This
also determines the exterior solution for τ00, which can
be used to obtain the correct interior solution for τ00 by
shifting the trial interior solution by a constant. The
latter is determined through the matching of the interior
and exterior solutions for τ00 at the surface.

2. Tidal Perturbation at O(ε1, α0)

At O (ε), we are able to solve for the metric compo-
nents (or their derivatives) through manipulation of the
field equation components. Subtracting the (φ, φ) com-
ponent of Eq. (7a) from the (θ, θ) component gives us the
relation

σ10 = −τ10 . (21)

Additionally, the (r, θ) component provides the relation

dK10

dr
= −

(
d τ00
dr

)
τ10 −

d τ10
dr

. (22)
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Conservation of the matter-stress energy tensor also
yields two relations:

p10 = −
√

5π

4π
(p00 + ρ00) τ10 , (23a)

ρ10 =

√
5πr

4π

(
r − 2m0

4πp00r3 +m

)(
d ρ00
dr

)
τ10 . (23b)

Equations (21), (22), and (23) allow us to rewrite the
field equations in terms of only a single metric compo-
nent τ10. Considering only axisymmetric solutions, we
may take the difference between the (t, t) and (r, r) field
equations to obtain [11]

d2 τ10
dr2

+

[
2

r
+ eσ00

(
2m0

r2
+ 4πr(p00 − ρ00)

)]
d τ10
dr

−

[
6

r2
eσ00 − 4πeσ00

(
5ρ00 + 9p00 + (ρ00 + p00)

d ρ00
dp00

)
+

(
d τ00
dr

)2
]
τ10 = 0 . (24)

The interior solution to Eq. (24) can be found by forc-
ing regularity at the center of the star, which yields the
initial condition

τ int10 (r) ∼ a0r2 +O
(
r4
)
, (25)

where a0 is an integration constant. The exterior solution
for Eq. (24) is solved by assuming ρ00 = p00 = 0 and
solving accordingly. The resulting solution takes the form

τ ext10 = c1

(
r

M0

)2(
1− 2M0

r

)[
3

2
ln

(
r

r − 2M0

)
−M0(M0 − r)(2M2

0 + 6M0r − 3r2)

r2(2M0 − r)2

]
+ 3c2

(
r

M0

)2(
1− 2M0

r

)
, (26)

where c1 and c2 are integration constants which can be
solved for at the boundary of the star in terms of the
interior initial condition a0. Taking the limit of this ex-
pression as r →∞ gives us the series

τ ext10 (r →∞) ≈ 8

5
c1

(
M0

r

)3

+O
(

1

r4

)
+ 3c2

(
r

M0

)2

+O (r) , (27)

which has a direct correlation to the external quadruo-
plar field (O

(
r2
)
) and the body’s quadrupole moment

(O
(
1/r3

)
).

We will later need K10 to find the tidal perturbations
in sGB gravity. This quantity can be found by looking
soley at the (r, r) field equation of Eq. (7a) at O

(
ε1, α0

)
.

Making use of the GR solutions presented in Sec. III B 1,
as well as Eqs. (21)–(23) we may simplify the (r, r) equa-

tion to solve for K10 and find it to be:

K10 =
1

2r (r − 2m0)

{
4r (2m0 − r)

(
p00πr

3 +
m0

4

) d τ10
dr

−32

[
−m

2
0

16
+

(
3π

4
p00r

3 +
π

4
ρ00r

3 − 1

16
r

)
m0

+r2
(
π2p200r

4 − π

8
p00r

2 − π

8
r2ρ00 +

1

16

)]
τ10

}
.

(28)

The corresponding interior and exterior solutions may be
found with the appropriate substitutions.

C. Scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Corrections: Background

Let us next extend the GR formulation reviewed in
the previous subsection to sGB gravity. The isolated NS
solutions for the sGB metric corrections were previously
derived in [44]. The scalar field is generated at O(α),
which sources the metric correction at O(α2). We here
state relevant results from that work.

1. Scalar Field at O(ε0, α1)

We begin with the expansion of the scalar field as pre-
sented in Eq. (15a). Recall that due to shift symmetry,
we may shift our scalar field by ϕ → ϕ − ϕ0 to obtain
ϕ ∼ O (α). This gives us Eq. (7b) as a pure function
of α. Therefore, all curvature terms will be constructed
with the results found in Sec. III B. The field equations
for the scalar field leads to the differential equation

d2ϕ01

dr2
=

2
[
m0 − r + 2πr3(ρ00 − p00)

]
r (r − 2m0)

dϕ01

dr

+
128πr3

(
m0 + 2πp00r

3
)
ρ00 − 48m2

0

r5 (r − 2m0)
. (29)
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For the interior solution, we solve numerically the
above equation with the solutions to all background
terms obtained at GR order. The initial conditions for
our integration are found as in GR by taking a Taylor
expansion of Eq. (29) about r = 0 and assigning some
small initial radius r0 � R0. This allows us to obtain
the interior solution up to a constant that corresponds
to a homogeneous solution to Eq. (29) and can be found
by matching the interior solution to the exterior solution
(described below) at the stellar surface.

The exterior solution may be found by the limit p00 →
0, ρ00 → 0, and m0 →M0. Such exterior scalar field may
be solved analytically and found to be

ϕext
01 =

C1

2M0
ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
+

1

M2
0

ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
+

2

r

(
1

M0
+

1

r
+

4M0

3 r2

)
+ C2 . (30)

Requiring a vanishing scalar field at spatial infinity allows
us to set C2 = 0. Expanding Eq. (30) as r →∞, we find

ϕext
01 = −C1

r
− M0 C1

r2
− 4M2

0 C1

3 r3
+O

(
1

r4

)
. (31)

In this limit, we find that C1 represents a scalar monopole
charge for the NS (normalized by α). However, it has
been shown that such a charge does not exist for NS in
sGB theory [46]. Therefore, we are justified in setting
C1 = 0 here and express our exterior scalar field as

ϕext
01 =

1

M2
0

ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
+

2

r

(
1

M0
+

1

r
+

4M0

3 r2

)
.

(32)

2. Metric at O(ε0, α2)

With our scalar field in hand, we may move onto the
metric terms. We may see that Eq. (7a) is of O

(
α2
)
,

and thus all background terms refer to solutions already
found. The interior solutions can be solved for numeri-
cally, but we must take care in some instances. First, we
must define the perturbation to the density ρ02. If we
allow the total density to be written as ρ00 + α2ρ02 =
ρ
(
p00 + α2p02

)
where ρ(p) is a functional representing

our equation of state, we may Taylor expand about small
α to recover our perturbation

ρ02 = p02

(
dρ00
dr

)(
d p00
dr

)−1
. (33)

Next, we find a modified TOV equation

d p02
dr

= − 1

2r (r − 2m0)

[
r (p00 + ρ00) (r − 2m0)

d τ02
dr

−8 (p02 + ρ02)
(
p00πr

3 +
m0

4

)]
, (34)

which can be solved for simultaneously with the met-
ric components (Eq. (35a)) to find a new boundary to
the star. We define a new boundary R, where the to-
tal pressure p00 + α2p02 decreases by a factor of 10−11

from the initial pressure. We choose the initial condition
by assuming the EoS is unaffected by the sGB correc-
tion. That is, we set ρ02(r0) = p02(r0) = 0. Once an
initial density is chosen, we find a corresponding initial
pressure via the EoS, and continue the integration from
there. The new radius is given by R = R0 + α2R2 with
p00(R) + α2p02(R) = 0, which can be solved order by
order to yield R2 = −p02(R0)/p′00(R0). With this in
mind, we may solve for the interior solution of the NS
numerically using the equations presented in [44] along
with Eq. (34). The equations for the metric functions
(τ02, σ02) can be solved for by looking at the (t, t) and
(r, r) components of the field equations at O

(
ε0, α2

)
,

d σ02
dr

=
1

r7 (r − 2m0)

[
4πr8 (r − 2m0)

(
dϕ01

dr

)2

+ 512πr4
(

5m2
0

4
−
(
πp00r

3 + 2πρ00r
3 +

3

4
r

)
m0 + πρ00r

4

)(
dϕ01

dr

)
+8πρ00σ02r

9 + 32768π3p00ρ00m0r
6 + 8πρ2r

9 + 16384π2m2
0ρ00r

3 − σ02r7 − 6144πm3
0

]
, (35a)

d τ02
dr

=
1

r3 (r − 2m0)

[
4πr4 (r − 2m0)

(
dϕ01

dr

)2

+ 512π
(
πp00r

3 +
m

4

)
(r − 3m0)

(
dϕ01

dr

)
+8πp00σ02r

5 + 8πp2r
5 + σ02r

3
]
. (35b)
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Externally, the metric components may be solved for analytically as

τ ext02 =

(
1− 2M0

r

)−1
M−40

[
−24π

(
1− 7

3

M0

r

)
ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
−M0

r

(
48π − 64π

M0

r
− 48π

M2
0

r2
+

(
Cmr

3 − 160π

3

)
M3

0

r3
− 352π

5

M4
0

r4
− 512π

5

M5
0

r5
+

1280π

3

M6
0

r6

)]
, (36a)

σext
02 =

(
1− 2M0

r

)−1
M−40

(
M0

r

)[
−8π ln

(
1− 2M0

r

)
−M0

r

(
16π + 16π

M0

r
+

(
64π

3
− Cmr3

)
M2

0

r2
+ 32π

M3
0

r3
+

256π

5

M4
0

r4
− 5888π

3

M5
0

r5

)]
, (36b)

where Cm is an integration constant and we have already
ensured that the limit for the metric perturbations as
r →∞ vanishes. We also note that in the limit of r →∞,
the full metric component at O

(
ε0, α2

)
becomes

gtt = −
(

1− 2M0 + α2Cm
r

)
+O

(
1

r2

)
. (37)

From Eq. (37), we see that the term we call Cm is a
correction to the mass. We may therefore allow us to
redefine our mass in terms of the M0 from the GR con-
tribution as well as the correction from sGB gravity as

M = M0 + α2Cm
2
, (38)

which presents our metric in the limit r → ∞ as the
familiar gtt = − (1− 2M/r). Note that upon observation
of the NS mass, the measured value will be M .

Similar to the GR case in Sec. III B 1, we determine the
integration constants via matching the interior and exte-
rior solutions at the background surface R0 (contribution
from the correction to the radius enters at higher order).
We first make the assumption that the EoS itself is un-
affected by the sGB parameter at the center of the star.
Therefore our initial conditions will remain identical to
the GR conditions at r = r0 (i.e. ρ02(r0) = p02(r0) = 0).
We may then solve the interior equations in Eqs. (33)

and (35a). We then match the σ02 interior with that in
the exterior in Eq. (36b) at R0 to determine Cm. τ02 is
determined by first choosing a trial initial condition and
solve Eq. (35b) in the interior region. We add to this a
constant (corresponding to a homogeneous solution) and
determine it by matching the solution to the exterior one
in Eq. (36a) at the surface.

D. Scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Corrections: Tidal
Perturbation

The final step of our calculation is to solve for the tidal
perturbation to the scalar field and metric functions in
sGB gravity. We begin with the scalar field and make
use of Eq. (7b) and the results of Sec. III B to find our
solution. Recall that the metric only contains corrections
at O

(
ε, α0

)
and O

(
ε, α2

)
. Since ϕ ∼ O (α), we will only

need the GR contributions to the metric in the scalar
field equation. Therefore, our correction to the scalar
field will be O (ε, α). The metric will be corrected at
O
(
ε, α2

)
as previously shown.

1. Scalar Field at O (ε, α)

At O (ε, α), the field equation for ϕ11 is given by

d2ϕ11

dr2
+

[
1

2

(
d τ00
dr
− d σ00

dr

)
+

2

r

]
dϕ11

dr
− 6eσ00

r2
ϕ11 =

1

2r3

{
12r

[(
−2r

3

dK10

dr
− 4τ10

3

)
d2τ00
dr2

− 2

3

d2τ10
dr2

− 2

3r

d τ00
dr

d2K10

dr2
+

(
−r

3

dK10

dr
− 2

3
τ10

)(
d τ00
dr

)2

+

((
r
dK10

dr
+ 2τ10

)
d σ00
dr
− 4

3

dK10

dr
− 5

3

d τ10
dr

)
d τ00
dr

+
d τ10
dr

d σ00
dr

]
e−σ00 + 16r

(
K10 +

τ10
2

) d2τ00
dr2

+ 8r
d2τ10
dr2

− 2r3τ10
d2ϕ01

dr2

+8r
(
K10 +

τ10
2

)(d τ00
dr

)2

+

[
12r

d τ10
dr
− 8r

(
K10 +

τ10
2

) d σ00
dr
− r3τ10

dϕ01

dr
− 24τ10

]
d τ00
dr

+

(
r3τ10

dϕ01

dr
− 4r

d τ10
dr
− 24τ10

)
d σ00
dr
− 2r2

(
r
dK10

dr
+ r

d τ10
dr

+ 2τ10

)
dϕ01

dr

}
. (39)
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For solving Eq. (39) in the interior of the star, we follow
a procedure laid out in [77] for dynamical Chern-Simons
gravity. First, we solve Eq. (39) with arbitrary initial
conditions such that ϕ(r) and ϕ′(r) are regular at the
center of the star. This will give us a particular solu-
tion ϕpart

11 . Next, we solve Eq. (39) assuming the source
vanishes. Again, with arbitrary initial conditions that
ensure regularity at the center of the star, we recover a
homogeneous solution ϕhomo

11 . Our full interior solution
for the scalar field may then be written

ϕint
11 = ϕpart

11 + Ch ϕ
homo
11 , (40)

where Ch is a constant to be matched at the boundary
of the star with the exterior solution, which we will solve
for now.

Given the complication of Eq. (39), instead of finding
the exterior solution analytically, we make the ansatz
that the scalar field is given by a polynomial series
through the Taylor expansion about r =∞ as

ϕext
11 =

∑
k=0

φkr
2−k . (41)

We can solve for each coefficient order by order in r us-
ing Eq. (41) with Eq. (39) and find only two unknown
constants, φ0 and φ5. Following [90, 91] in the case of
scalar-tensor theories and Chern-Simons gravity, we set
the scalar tidal field to vanish. Namely, we require the
scalar field to be finite at r → ∞, which leads us to
φ0 = 0. Therefore, we find our exterior solution to be
approximately

ϕext
11 = −24c2

M0r
− 24c2

r2
+
φ5
r3
− 128c2M

2
0 − 3M0φ5
r4

− 16

7

(
128c2M

3
0 − 3M2

0φ5
r5

)
+

4

105

(
504c1M

4
0 − 16000c2M

4
0 + 375M3

0φ5
r6

)
+

8

105

(
812c1M

5
0 − 16000c2M

5
0 + 375M4

0φ5
r7

)
+

8

2625

(
50276c1M

6
0 − 784000c2M

6
0 + 18375M5

0φ5
r8

)
,

(42)

where we have kept up to O
(
1/r8

)
which we found en-

sures that our series for ϕext
11 converges.

We may now match Eqs. (40) and (42) (and also
their first derivatives) at the stellar boundary, R0. This
method allows us to find the solutions for the interior and
exterior numerically, and we are left with constants Ch
and φ5. Due to the construction of the interior solution,
the arbitrariness of the initial conditions is absorbed into
the constant term in front of the homogeneous solution.
Therefore, as long as we ensure regularity at the center
of the star, the exterior solution will remain independent
of the interior conditions chosen.

2. Metric at O
(
ε, α2

)

We finally study the tidal, sGB correction to the metric
at O

(
ε, α2

)
. We may solve for the metric equations as

well as the density and pressure perturbations via the
field equations in Eq. (7a) and conservation identities.
Keeping both sides of the equation to O

(
ε, α2

)
we mimic

the approach from Sec. III B. Similar to the GR case,
conservation of the matter stress energy tensor yields the
relations similar to Eq. (23) for the new perturbations
(p12, ρ12):

p12 = −
√

5π

4π
{(p02 + ρ02) τ10 + (p00 + ρ00) τ12] , (43a)

ρ12 =
1

4πp00r3 +m0

[
r

2
(p10 + ρ10) (r − 2m0)

d τ02
dr

+

√
5π

π

[
4

r
(r − 2m0)

(
τ10

d p02
dr

+τ10
d ρ02
dr

+ τ12

(
d p00
dr

+
d ρ00
dr

))]}
. (43b)

Subtracting the (φ, φ) component from the (θ, θ) com-
ponent provides one relation between two metric compo-
nents, while the (r, θ) component provides another:

σ12 = −τ12 + 32πe−σ00

{
2τ10

(
d2ϕ01

dr2

)
+ 2ϕ11

(
d2τ00
dr2

)
+ ϕ11

(
d τ00
dr

)2

+

[(
dϕ01

dr

)
σ10 − ϕ11

(
d σ00
dr

)](
d τ00
dr

)
− τ10

(
d σ00
dr

)(
dϕ01

dr

)}
, (44a)

dK12

dr
=

1

2r2

{
64πe−σ00

[(
r

(
4τ10 + r

dK10

dr

)
dϕ01

dr
− 2r

dϕ11

dr
− 2ϕ11

)
d τ00
dr

+ 2

(
r
d τ10
dr
− τ10

)
dϕ01

dr

]
−32r

[
r

32
(τ12 − σ12)

d τ00
dr

+ πrϕ11
dϕ01

dr
+

r

16
τ10

d τ02
dr

+
r

16

d τ12
dr
− τ12 + σ12

16

]}
. (44b)
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Armed with these relations, we may express the field
equations (t, t)− (r, r) in terms of the metric component
τ12 and previously solved quantities. This results in the
differential equations

d2 τ12
dr2

+Bτ
d τ12
dr

+ Cττ12 = Sτ , (45)

where the coefficients Bτ and Cτ are given by

Bτ =
4πr3 (p00 − ρ00) + 2 (r −m0)

r (r − 2m0)
, (46)

Cτ = − 4πr2

4πr3p00 +m0

(
d ρ00
dr

)
−

4m2
0 +

(
104πp00r

3 + 40πr3ρ00 − 12r
)
m0 + 64π2p200r

6 − 36πp00r
4 − 20πr4ρ00 + 6r2

r2 (r − 2m0)
2 ,

(47)

Let us now discuss the source term Sτ in Eq. (45).
The full expression is rather lengthy, which we provide
in a supplementary Mathematica notebook [92]. How-
ever, we found that the tidal Love number from the so-
lution to Eq. (45) with the full source expression suf-
fers from some ambiguity that we discuss in Sec. III E 2.
To overcome this, we consider working within a post-
Minkowskian (or post-Newtonian) approximation, where
we assume m � r and expand the differential equation
about m = 0. The leading, O(m0) corresponds to the
Newtonian contribution, while higher order terms corre-
spond to post-Newtonian contributions. We found that
the ambiguity is absent if we only keep the source term
at O(m0), which is given by

S(0)
τ = −2πτ10r

2

m2
0

[
σ02

(
d ρ00
dr

)
− 2m0

(
d ρ02
dr

)]
. (48)

Thus, we only work to this order in the source and com-
pute the Love number. In Appendix A, we show that
O(m0) indeed gives us the dominant contribution to the
source term by solving Eq. (45) with the full source term
and comparing it with the case with the leading source
term in Eq. (48).

We solve for τ12 similar to Eq. (40) by solving the ho-
mogeneous and particular parts of Eq. (45) separately
ensuring that the metric function is regular at the center
of the star. The full interior solution will take the form

τ int12 = τpart12 +Dh τ
homo
12 , (49)

where Dh is a constant which must be matched to the
exterior solution at the boundary of the star R0. For
the exterior solution, we again make use of a polynomial
series ansatz

τ ext12 =
∑
k=0

τkr
2−k , (50)

valid to O
(
r−9
)

to ensure our result converges to a solu-
tion, and determine each coefficient order by order in r.

For example, the exterior solution for the leading order
source term at O(m0) is

τ ext12 = τ0r
2 +−2M0τ0r + τ5

(
1

r3
+

3M0

r4
+

50M2
0

7r5

+
110M3

0

7r6
+

100M4
0

3r7
+

208M5
0

3r8
+

1568M6
0

11r9

)
.

(51)

E. Love Number and Tidal Deformability

We are now ready to define and explain how to com-
pute the tidal Love number and deformability, and some
ambiguity associated to it.

1. Definition

The tidal deformability λ is defined as [11]

Qij = −λEij , (52)

where Eij is the quadrupolar external tidal field while Qij
is the tidally-induced quadrupole moment of a neutron
star. The former (latter) can be read off from the ` = 2
part of the r2 (r−3) piece in the asymptotic behavior of
the metric function τ at infinity. It is convenient to study
the dimensionless tidal deformability:

Λ ≡ λ

M5
. (53)

This quantity is related to the tidal Love number or
the second apsidal constant as k2 ≡ (3/2)ΛC5, where
C ≡ M/R is the stellar compactness. In GR, Λ is com-
puted from the integration constants c1 (related to the
quadrupole moment) and c2 (related to the external tidal
field) in Eq. (27) as [11]

Λ0 =
8 c1
45 c2

. (54)
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How does Eq. (54) change in sGB gravity? There are
two main corrections: (i) c1 in Eq. (54) and (ii) M in
Eq. (53). The former is corrected to c1 + α2δc1 with
δc1 = 5

8M3
0
τ5, while the latter is corrected to M0 +α2M2

where M2 = Cm

2 from Eq. (38). c2 is uncorrected since
we have set the sGB correction to the tidal field to zero
(which corresponds to absorbing the tidal field correction
to the GR contribution). Putting these together, we find
the dimensionless tidal deformability in sGB gravity as

Λ =
8
(
c1 + α2δc1

)
45 c2

(
1 + α2M2

M0

)−5
. (55)

2. Ambiguity in Love

We now comment on the potential ambiguity in the
definition of the Love number or tidal deformability [93]5

in sGB gravity. To compute the Love number, we extract
the tidal field strength from the coefficient of the grow-
ing mode (whose leading order is r2) in the asymptotic
behavior of τ , while we determine the quadrupole mo-
ment from the coefficient of the decaying mode (whose
leading order is r−3). However, there is no unique way
to separate these two modes a priori.

Let us study the asymptotic behavior of τ10 in GR in
Eq. (27) as an example. Here c1 (c2) is the coefficient
of the decaying (growing) mode. If we now shift c1 as
c1 = γ1 + c2γ̂1 for constants γ1 and γ̂1 and absorb terms
proportional to c2γ̂1 to the growing mode, the coefficient
of the decaying mode now changes to γ1. Namely, one
can always absorb a part of the decaying mode to the
growing mode and this is why there is no unique split of
the growing and decaying modes unless we specify how
to do so. One way to alleviate this issue is to perform
an analytical continuation in the number of spacetime
dimensions d. This method is discussed in [93, 95] and
shows that by applying this technique in GR, one may
obtain separate solutions for the growing and decaying
modes, corresponding to c2 and c1 in our notation.

A practically simpler method of identifying the grow-
ing/decaying modes was proposed in [93]6. The prescrip-
tion gave there was to find the constant c1 such that the
growing mode only contains finite number of terms when
expanded about r = ∞. This is indeed the case in the
solution for τ10 in GR in Eq. (26), where the growing
mode only contains terms of O(r2) and O(r). The pre-
scription has been shown to work when computing the
Love number for slowly rotating compact objects in GR
(up to quadratic order in spin for black holes and first
order in spin for stars) [93].

We here apply this prescription to sGB gravity to see
whether the ambiguity exists in the calculation of the

5 See [94] for another type of ambiguity in the Love number.
6 See [96] for an alternative prescription.

FIG. 4. Similar to Fig. 1 but with ζ = 0.5.

Love number. We begin by considering τ12 at O(m0)
in the post-Minkowskian expansion. The exterior solu-
tion is given in Eq. (51). Notice that the growing mode
only contains terms proportional to O (r) and O

(
r2
)

(similar to the GR case). This means that the growing
mode only contains a finite number of terms and thus
we expect one can uniquely identify the growing and de-
caying modes to compute the Love number. We found
that this is no longer the case with higher order post-
Minkowskian expansion and thus we focus on the lead-
ing post-Minkowskian result to avoid the ambiguity in
the definition of the Love number.

IV. ASTROPHYSICAL COMPARISON
RESULTS

In this section, we will present the results of some as-
trophysical studies in order to place potential bounds
on the sGB correction terms. Ideally, one should rean-
alyze the data collected by LIGO/Virgo, NICER, and
radio telescopes with the sGB waveform templates,
pulse profiles, and timing residuals to estimate the
mass, radius, etc. if one wants to use these quantities
to test sGB gravity. However, the estimate of these un-
der the GR assumption can be a good approximation
for the following reason. In sGB gravity, NSs do not
carry scalar charges at O (α) which suppresses the scalar
dipole radiation from a NS binary. Moreover, the exte-
rior spacetime of a non-rotating NS is almost identical
to the Schwarzschild metric in GR with the difference
entering at O(M7

0 /r
7) [44]. These suggest that the sGB

correction to the gravitational waveform, pulse profile,
and Shapiro time delay may enter at high order. For
simplicity, we use the GR estimates of the NS quanti-
ties in this paper and leave a more detailed analysis for
future work. In App. B, we focus on the tidal de-
formability measurement with gravitational wave
observations and compare the leading tidal effect
in GR with the sGB contribution to justify our
choice.
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FIG. 5. Mass-compactness relations in GR (solid) and in
sGB gravity with ζ = 0.5 (dashed) for various EoS. We also in-
clude the mass and compactness estimates with 1-σ errors for
two NSs, J0740+6620 (yellow box) [56, 59] and J0030+0451
(green box) [6], as well as recent compactness bounds for a
1.4M� NS (black dot with 90% credible error bars) inferred
from NICER data [52].

Figure 4 shows the mass-radius relations for GR and
sGB with ζ = 0.5 in a number of EoS. Notice that
the maximum mass for each EoS in sGB gravity is
smaller than the GR one, which was first found in [44].
Comparing this with a measurement of ∼ 2M� pul-
sars [56, 58, 59, 97], one can constrain sGB gravity for
each EoS7. For example, while a NS governed by the SLy
EoS is valid in GR in terms of its maximum mass, sGB
gravity with a ζ = 0.5 is ruled out from observations.
Figure 1 shows a similar mass-radius relation but with
the maximum value of ζ allowed for each EoS to support
a NS with 2.01M�, the lowest bound on the maximum
observed NS mass provided in [56, 57]. Observe that, in
general, the bounds are stronger for softer EoS. For all
the EoS considered in this paper, the most conservative
bound on sGB gravity comes from the stiffest EoS, MS1,
which gives the bound

√
α < 1.29km8, which is compa-

rable to other existing bounds mentioned in Sec. II A. If
we assume that the radius bounds at 1.4M� and 2.08M�
in [59] hold also in sGB gravity, MS1 is inconsistent with
such measurements and the conservative bounds should
come from MPA1 out of all the EoS that we consider
here, which gives

√
α < 0.993km. A better understand-

ing of the EoS is necessary to place limits on ζ based on
mass measurements alone.

NICER has measured not only the radius but also the
compactness of NSs. Figure 5 shows the relation between
the mass and compactness in GR and sGB with ζ = 0.5,

7 See Ref. [41] for a similar analysis on constraining Einstein-
dilaton Gauss-Bonnet gravity from the investigation of the NS
maximum mass using an APR EoS.

8 This bound comes from ζ < 1.78, which satisfies the small cou-
pling approximation of ζ̄ � 1 in Eq. (5).

together with constraints from the two pulsars observed
by NICER. It would be difficult to use the measurement
of J0030+0451 to constrain sGB gravity as the deviation
from GR only becomes noticeable when the NS mass or
compactness becomes relatively large. We have a bet-
ter prospect of constraining the theory with J0740+6620,
though the bound will depend on the choice of EoS, sim-
ilar to the mass-radius case.

One may find bounds on the theory that are less sen-
sitive to EoS through universal relations. Here, we focus
on the relation between the dimensionless tidal deforma-
bility Λ and compactness C that is known to be univer-
sal in GR [49, 54]. Figure 6 shows the Λ–C relation in
GR and sGB gravity with various values of ζ. Observe
that the relation is still universal in sGB gravity for a
fixed ζ when the sGB correction to Λ is smaller than the
GR value by 50% (beyond this, the small coupling ap-
proximation may be invalid). Notice also that Λ in sGB
gravity is smaller than that in GR for a fixed C and the
deviation from GR becomes larger as the compactness
(and thus the stellar curvature) increases. To check our
numerical calculation, we present in Appendix C an an-
alytic derivation of the Λ–C relation to leading order in
the post-Minkowskian approximation for constant den-
sity stars. We find a qualitatively similar behavior as for
the realistic EoS case (that the sGB effect makes the tidal
deformability lower and the deviation from GR increases
as one increases the compactness).

To apply this universal relation to the measurement of
Λ and C obtained from different system (e.g. GW170817
for the former and J0030+0451 for the latter), one needs
to first convert the measurement of Λ and C at the
same mass. The LIGO/Virgo Collaboration has derived
a bound on Λ for a NS with a mass of 1.4M�. The com-
pactness bound from J0030+0451 for the same mass has
been obtained in [52]. We show these measurement er-
rors of NSs at 1.4M� as yellow boxes in Fig. 6. For all
ζ values considered in the figure, both the GR and sGB
relations go through the error box, which suggests that it
would be difficult to constrain sGB gravity with observa-
tions of GW170817 and J0030+0451. This is because the
stellar curvature of NSs with 1.4M� is not large enough
and a potential sGB effect is too small to be probed with
a combination of observations of these astrophysical sys-
tems.

We can investigate the possibility of using universal
relations in an alternate way by making use of the Λ and
C relations for different masses. We choose 1.4M� for
the tidal deformability measured from GW170817 [13]
and 2.08M� for the compactness inferred from J0740-
6620 [58, 59]. Figure 7 presents the relation between
such quantities in GR and sGB gravity with two different
choices of ζ, for various EoS. Notice that there is a strong
correlation between Λ1.4M� and C2.08M� , similar to the
Λ–C relation for the same NS masses in Fig. 6. We also
show fits to the relation in each theory given by

log Λ1.4M� = a0 + a1C2.08M� , (56)
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FIG. 6. Λ–C relation in GR (grey band) and sGB gravity with various ζ values (colored). We find that the universality tends
to hold, however there is no noticeable limits which can be placed on ζ via the 90%-credible tidal deformability measurement
of GW170817 [13] and the 1-σ compactness measurement of J0030+0451 [52], both at 1.4M� (yellow box). The dashed lines
correspond to the continuation of the sGB solution following ΛsGB < 0.5ΛGR, where we take the small coupling approximation
to no longer be valid.

GR sGB (ζ = 0.1) sGB (ζ = 0.2)

a0 11.702 11.363 12.307

a1 -21.593 -20.087 -24.319

TABLE II. Fitting coefficients in Eq. (56) for the Λ1.4M�–
C2.08M� relation in Fig. 7.

with the coefficients given in Table II. The EoS variation
in the Λ1.4M�–C2.08M� relation is ∼ 10%.

Let us now discuss whether one can place bounds on
sGB gravity through the Λ measurement of GW170817
and the C measurement of J0740+6620 using the
Λ1.4M�–C2.08M� relation. We show the measurement er-
rors from these observations as a yellow box in Fig. 7.
First, notice that the theoretical prediction in GR is only
marginally consistent with the error box, which is due to
a slight tension in these measurements that GW170817
prefers softer EoS while J0740+6620 prefers stiffer EoS.
Second, notice that the relations in sGB gravity are also
consistent with the measurements. As we increase ζ,
there is less number of EoS that can support a 2.08M� NS
and it becomes more difficult to draw a robust conclusion
from the universal relation with only the EoS considered
in this paper. Additionally, it is difficult to deter-

mine whether the scatter seen with the points in
Fig. 7 is dominated by the EoS-variation in the re-
lation or the difference in gravitational theories.
Thus, one needs to carry out a more detailed analysis
with a significant increase in the number of EoS to see
whether one can place a meaningful bound on sGB grav-
ity from this new type of universal relations for NSs with
different masses. Such a relation may provide a new way
of combining different NS observations in the multimes-
senger astronomy era to probe strong-field gravity.

V. CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

In this work, we combined different NS observations to
probe sGB gravity where a quadratic curvature term is
present in the action. In particular, we derived a correc-
tion to the tidal deformability in this theory for the first
time. Our method made use of a perturbative scheme
in terms of both small tidal deformation and small sGB
coupling constant. Furthermore, keeping only the lead-
ing post-Minkowskian part in the source term of the
field equation at linear order in tidal deformation and
quadratic order in the sGB coupling, we were able to
avoid ambiguities in defining a Love number by allow-
ing for a separation of the growing and decaying modes
which is not apparent in the full solution.
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FIG. 7. (Left) Relation between Λ at 1.4M� and C at 2.08M� in GR (dots) and in sGB gravity with ζ = 0.1 (+) with various
EoS. We also show the fit for the relation in GR (black) and sGB gravity (red) given in Eq. (56). Notice the strong correlation
between the two observables. The shaded region (yellow) shows the 90% credible measurement of Λ with GW170817 and 1-σ
measurement of C with J0740+6620. (Right) Similar to the left panel but for ζ = 0.2. Some of the soft EoS do not have a
sGB correspondence because their maximum mass is below 2.08M�, which changes the behavior of the sGB fit with respect to
the GR one from the left panel. Given that both GR and sGB relations are marginally consistent with the gravitational wave
and x-ray measurements, we cannot find any meaningful bounds on sGB gravity using this relation yet, which may change if
we include more EoS or if we have more accurate measurements with future observations.

We found the following main results. For NSs without
tidal deformation, we found that the maximum mass of a
NS decreases as one increases the sGB coupling constant.
This allowed us to set an upper bound on the theory that
is EoS dependent. Taking the stiffest EoS considered in
this paper that gives us the most conservative bound,
we derived a bound that is comparable to other exist-
ing bounds from BH observations. For tidally-deformed
NSs, we found that the sGB correction to the dimen-
sionless tidal parameter Λ increases as one increases the
NS compactness C. Moreover, the relation between Λ
and C has been known to be EoS-insensitive in GR, and
such universality is preserved in sGB gravity for a fixed
dimensionless coupling constant ζ, though the relation
itself deviates from GR, especially at large C. We next
applied this universal relation to astrophysical observa-
tions by LIGO/Virgo and NICER. We found that from
the tidal deformability and compactness measurement of
a NS at 1.4M�, it is difficult to constrain the theory via
the universal relation as the deviation from GR is too
small. We also compared the Λ and C relation for dif-
ferent mass systems (for GW170817 and J0740+6620).
Through this avenue we found that, at the current mo-
ment, no significant bounds can be placed on the theory.
However, we find this method to be useful and worth
consideration in the future as more data and observa-
tions become available.

We end by providing several avenues for future work.
First, it is important to study in more detail the am-
biguity in the Love number in sGB gravity. One can
apply analytic continuation and see if one can unique
identify the tidally-induced quadrupole moment from the
asymptotic behavior of the metric. Second, ideally, one
should reanalyze the data obtained by LIGO/Virgo and
NICER with the sGB waveform template and pulse pro-

file to estimate Λ and C without assuming GR. Third,
we need to refine the relation between Λ and C for dif-
ferent mass systems presented in this paper by studying
broader classes of EoS. Lastly, it would be useful to con-
struct a parameterized fit for the Love-C relation that
includes the sGB one as an example, which is similar to
what has been done in [52] for the I-Love relation with
dynamical Chern-Simons gravity.
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Appendix A: Convergence Test

Since our approach for identifying the Love number
is based on an expansion in the mass terms, we need
to check if we are keeping enough terms in the source
term in Eq. (45) to show that our solution is converging.
To achieve this, we solve Eq. (45) with the full source
term and compute the tidal deformability assuming that
the 1/r3 part of τ12 in its asymptotic behavior contains
purely the quadrupole moment contribution. That is,
we do not consider our full result to be contaminated by
the ambiguity discussed in Se. III E 2. Figure 8 shows
our results of this check, where we compare the tidal de-
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FIG. 8. A check of the validity of our post-Minkowskian ex-
pansion at O

(
ε, α2

)
. We present the Love-C relation with the

leading post-Minkowskian source term at O
(
M0

)
and the full

one in Eq. (45). Notice that the former has little deviation
from the latter. Here, we use ζ = 1.0 for the sGB term.

formability of the leading post-Minkowskian source and
the full source in Eq. (45). We see that the leading order
solution and the solution presented with the full source
term are sufficiently close. This justifies that the leading
post-Minkowskian contribution in the source is indeed
the dominant term and provides support to our post-
Minkowskian analysis that evades the ambiguity in the
Love calculation.

Appendix B: Estimate of Systematic Errors to Tidal
Deformability Measurement

It is important for us to check to ensure that
the systematic errors on measurements of NS ob-
servable due to the GR assumption are negligi-
ble when using them to test sGB gravity. Given
that the main focus of this paper is on the tidal
deformability, we will focus on this observable in
this appendix and compare the sGB correction to
the leading tidal effect in the gravitational wave-
form from a binary neutron star inspiral.

There are two types of corrections to the wave-
form, (i) dissipative (gravitational wave luminos-
ity) and (ii) conservative (Kepler’s law). Since
the scalar charges are zero for NSs in sGB grav-
ity, the former correction vanishes to the post-
Newtonian (PN) order9 that has been computed
to date [98, 99] (partially up to 3PN in our PN
counting). On the other hand, Ref. [100] showed

9 A term is said to be of order nPN if it is of v2n =
(πmtf)2n/3 relative to the leading where v is the relative
velocity of the binary constituents while mt = m1 +m2 is
the total mass and f is the gravitational wave frequency.

that when the Kepler’s law is corrected as

Ω2 =
mt

r3

[
1 +

1

2
Ap
(mt

r

)p]
, (B1)

where A and p are some parameters characteriz-
ing the non-GR effect, the correction to the grav-
itational wave phase in the frequency domain is
given by

δΨnon−GR = − 5

32
A

2p2 − 2p− 3

(4− p)(5− 2p)
η−2p/5u2p−5 , (B2)

where η = m1m2/m
2
t is the symmetric mass ratio

while u = (πMf)1/3 for the chirp massM = mtη
3/5.

For sGB gravity, A = (128/3)ζ and p = 6 [44], so

δΨsGB = −190

7
ζη−12/5u7 . (B3)

In particular, for an equal-mass binary, this be-
comes

δΨsGB = −760

7
ζ (πmtf)

7/3
. (B4)

Given that the GR leading term is proportional to
(πmtf)−5/3, the above correction is a 6PN effect.

Let us next compare the above with the leading
tidal effect in the GR waveform that enters at
5PN order [48, 101]. For an equal-mass binary, it
is given by

δΨtidal = −117

64
Λ (πmtf)

5/3
. (B5)

Figure 9 compares Eqs. (B4) and (B5) as a function
of the gravitational wave frequency for a selected
mass, EoS and ζ. Notice that the sGB correction
is always suppressed (at least by three orders of
magnitude) than the GR tidal effect. This is be-
cause the former enters at higher PN order and
the latter is enhanced by Λ which is ∼ 895 for the
example system in Fig. 9. This suggests that the
sGB correction can only affect the measurement
of the tidal deformability by ∼ 0.1% at most and
thus negligible.

Appendix C: Constant Density Star

In this section, we present an analytic result for the
sGB correction to the Love number and tidal deforma-
bility. In order to have the calculations analytically
tractable, we focus on constant density (or incompress-
ible) stars and work in the Newtonian limit. This
amounts to keeping only the leading, non-vanishing con-
tribution within the post-Minkowskian approximation
(expansion in small m/r or M/R) at each order in
O (εn, αm). In this appendix, we set ρ00 = ρc in the
interior region.
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FIG. 9. Comparison of the variation of the phase per-
turbation stemming from the leading tidal effect at
5PN order in GR (Eq. (B5), blue) and the correction
from sGB gravity (Eq. (B4), orange) for a binary sys-
tem of two 1.4M� NSs constructed with the MPA1
EoS. ζ = 0.63 is the largest correction availible for
MPA1 as seen in Fig. 1. Notice the sGB correction
is much smaller than the GR tidal contribution and
is thus negligible.

1. Metric at O
(
ε0, α0

)
Let us first study the GR background. By taking the

Newtonian limit of Eqs. (17a)–(19), we find

dm

dr
= 4πρcr

2 , (C1a)

d τ00
dr

=
2m

r2
, (C1b)

σ00 =
2m

r
, (C1c)

d p00
dr

=
ρcm

r2
, (C1d)

in the interior region. The above equations can easily be
solved as

mint =
4

3
πρcr

3 , (C2a)

τ int00 =
4

3
πρc

(
r2 − 3R2

0

)
, (C2b)

pint00 = pc +
2

3
πρ2cr

2 . (C2c)

In the exterior region, one can set ρc = 0 and p00 = 0 to
yield

mext = M0 , τ ext00 = −2
M0

r
. (C3)

The integration constant in Eq. (C2b) has been deter-
mined by matching the interior and exterior solutions at
the surface r = R0.

2. Metric at O
(
ε1, α0

)
Next, we look at the tidal perturbation for constant

density stars in GR following [80]. First, the Newtonian
limit of Eq. (24) is given by [11]

d2 τ int10

dr2
+

2

r

d τ int10

dr
−
(

6

r2
+

3

ρcr

d ρc
dr

)
τ int10 = 0 , (C4)

while K10 = −τ10 to leading order. When finding solu-
tions in the interior and exterior regions up to integration
constants, we can set the last term in the above equation
to 0, since the dρc/dr term will only contribute to the
boundary condition which will cause a discontinuity at
the surface (we will deal with this below). Then, we find

τ int10 = a0r
2 , (C5a)

τ ext10 =
8

5
c1

(
M0

r

)3

+ 3c2

(
r

M0

)2

, (C5b)

for the interior (regular at the center) and exterior solu-
tions, respectively. Notice that these solutions are equiv-
alent to Eqs. (25) and (27) but removing “+O(rn)”.

We next discuss the boundary conditions at the sur-
face. Notice that this equation contains a derivative of
the density. Since the density is discontinuous at the
boundary, we must be careful when matching the inte-
rior and exterior solutions. Namely, if we redefine our
density as

ρ00 = ρc Θ(R0 − r) , (C6)

with a Heaviside function Θ, we see that this last term
does affect the final result at the boundary of the star.
This leads to a singular term and we have two new equa-
tions to solve for at the boundary:

τ int10 (R0) = τ ext10 (R0) , (C7a)

R0

τ int10

d τ int10

dr

∣∣∣∣
R0

− 3 =
R0

τ ext10

d τ ext10

dr

∣∣∣∣
R0

. (C7b)

We use Eqs. (C5a) and (C5b) and solve the above bound-
ary conditions for c1 and c2 to yield

c1 =
3R5

0

8M3
0

a0 , c2 =
2M2

0

15
a0 . (C8)

From this, we find the Love number k2 to be a constant
k2 = 0.75 [102], or equivalently Λ0 = 1/

(
2C50
)

[48],
where C0 is the compactness of the star.

3. Scalar Field at O
(
ε0, α1

)
We now turn our attention to the background scalar

field. In the Newtonian limit for constant density stars,
the field equation is given by

d2ϕ01

dr2
+

2

r

dϕ01

dr
=

256π2ρc
2

3
, (C9)
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in the interior while the source term on the right hand
side is absent in the exterior. Solving this equation in the
interior and exterior regions with regularity at the center
and infinity, we find

ϕint
01 =

128π

9
ρ2cr

3 + ϕ
(c)
01 , (C10a)

ϕext
01 = −4M2

0

r4
. (C10b)

Here we have set the constant term in the exterior region

to 0. The integration constant ϕ
(c)
01 in the interior solu-

tion can be determined through the matching of the two
solutions at the boundary, though it does not affect the
calculations below as the scalar field only enters through
its derivatives in the field equations.

4. Metric at O
(
ε0, α2

)
We now comment on the sGB metric and matter cor-

rections at the background level. First we set ρ2 = 0.
This is because ρ2 is a free parameter for constant density
stars and we simply use ρc as the value of the full central
density for constant density stars in sGB gravity. Then,
we find that the source terms for the differential equa-
tions for τ02, σ02 and p2 enter at O (M)

3
, O (M)

3
, and

O (M)
4
, respectively in terms of the post-Minkowskian

order counting. This means that the solutions enter at
the same orders, which only give higher order corrections
to the tidal Love numbers. Thus, we can safely ignore the
contribution at O

(
ε0, α2

)
in the following analysis.

5. Scalar Field at O
(
ε1, α1

)
We not look at the tidal perturbation to the scalar field.

Keeping only the leading source term within the post-
Minkowskian analysis, the field equation in the interior

region is given by

d2ϕ11

dr2
+

2

r

dϕ11

dr
− 6

r2
ϕ11 = Sϕ11

, (C11)

with

Sint
ϕ11

= 64π a0r
dρc
dr

, Sext
ϕ11

=
144c2
M0r3

, (C12)

for the interior and exterior sources, respectively. Com-
pared to Eq. (C9), the third term on the left hand side
in Eq. (C11) is due to the fact that we are looking at the
quadrupolar tidal perturbation. The above equation can
be solved under the boundary condition of regularity at
the center and infinity to yield

ϕint
11 = ϕ

(c)
11 r

2 , ϕext
11 =

φ5
r3
− 24c2
M0r

. (C13)

The integration constants can be determined from the
bounary condition at the surface. Similar to the case
at O

(
ε1, α0

)
, there is a term proportional to dρc/dr in

Eq. (C11) that becomes singular at the surface and con-
tributes to the boundary condition as

ϕint
11 (R0) = ϕext

11 (R0) , (C14a)

dϕint
11

dr

∣∣∣∣
R0

− 64R0πa0ρc =
dϕext

11

dr

∣∣∣∣
R0

. (C14b)

Using these, we find the solution for ϕ11 as

ϕint
11 =

208 a0M0

25R0
3 r2 , ϕext

11 =
16 a0M0

(
18R2 − 5 r2

)
25 r3

.

(C15)

6. Metric at O
(
ε1, α2

)
The final step is the solution at O

(
ε, α2

)
. Following

the methodology laid out in Sec. III D, one can derive an
equation for τ12. The interior and exterior equations are
given by

d2 τ int12

dr2
+

2

r

d τ int12

dr
−
(

6

r2
+

3

ρcr

d ρc
dr

)
τ int12 = 16384π3a0ρc

dρc
dr

r , (C16a)

d2 τ ext12

dr2
+

2

r

d τ ext12

dr
− 6

r2
τ ext12 =

2048π

25R3
0 r

11

(
576M2

0R
5
0a0 r

3 + 75M2
0R

3
0a0 r

5 + 52M2
0 a0 r

8

+1240M5
0R

3
0c1 − 225R3

0c2 r
5
)
, (C16b)

respectively. We solve the above equations with regular-
ity at the center and infinity to find

τ int12 = τ
(c)
12 r

2 , (C17a)

τ ext12 = −53248πa0M
2
0

75R3
0 r

+
τ3
r3

+
3072πa0M

2
0

5 r4



19

FIG. 10. Λ–C relation for constant density stars in GR
(solid) and sGB gravity with ζ = 1 (dashed) in the Newtonian
limit.

+
49152πa0R

2
0M

2
0

25r6
+

31744πa0R
5
0M

2
0

55 r9
. (C17b)

with integration constants τ
(c)
12 and τ3, which are de-

termined from the boundary condition at the surface.
Taking into account singular contribution from dρc/dr

in Eq. (C16a), the boundary condition is given by

τ int12 (R0) = τ ext12 (R0) ,

(C18a)

dτ int12

dr

∣∣∣∣
R0

−R0

(
16384π3a0ρ

2
c + 3τ

(c)
12

)
=
dτ ext12

dr

∣∣∣∣
R0

.

(C18b)

From these, we find the integration constants to be

τ
(c)
12 = −899072πa0M

2
0

825R6
0

, (C19a)

τ3 = −38912πa0M
2
0

11R0
. (C19b)

With our metric now fully solved for (to our leading
non-trivial Newtonian order), we may continue with the
procedure presented in Sec. III E. These lead us to have
modifications to the Love number of the form

k2 =
3

4
− 3040

11
C6

0ζ , (C20a)

Λ =
1

2C5
0

− 6080

33
C0ζ . (C20b)

Figure 10 shows the results for the modification to the
Λ−C relation for a constant density star to leading New-
tonian order. Notice that the qualitative feature is simi-
lar to that for realistic NSs in Fig. 6.
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[87] H. Müther, M. Prakash, and T. Ainsworth, Physics
Letters B 199, 469 (1987).

[88] H. Mueller and B. D. Serot, Nucl. Phys. A 606, 508
(1996), arXiv:nucl-th/9603037.

[89] R. B. Wiringa, V. Fiks, and A. Fabrocini, Phys. Rev.
C 38, 1010 (1988).

[90] P. Pani and E. Berti, Phys. Rev. D90, 024025 (2014),
arXiv:1405.4547 [gr-qc].

[91] V. Cardoso, E. Franzin, A. Maselli, P. Pani, and G. Ra-
poso, Phys. Rev. D95, 084014 (2017), [Addendum:
Phys. Rev.D95,no.8,089901(2017)], arXiv:1701.01116
[gr-qc].

[92] A. Saffer, “scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Source,” (2021).
[93] P. Pani, L. Gualtieri, A. Maselli, and V. Ferrari, Phys.

Rev. D 92, 024010 (2015), arXiv:1503.07365 [gr-qc].
[94] S. E. Gralla, Class. Quant. Grav. 35, 085002 (2018),

arXiv:1710.11096 [gr-qc].
[95] B. Kol and M. Smolkin, JHEP 02, 010 (2012),

arXiv:1110.3764 [hep-th].
[96] P. Landry and E. Poisson, Phys. Rev. D91, 104018

(2015), arXiv:1503.07366 [gr-qc].
[97] G. Raaijmakers, S. K. Greif, K. Hebeler, T. Hinderer,

S. Nissanke, A. Schwenk, T. E. Riley, A. L. Watts, J. M.
Lattimer, and W. C. G. Ho, Astrophys. J. Lett. 918,
L29 (2021), arXiv:2105.06981 [astro-ph.HE].

[98] B. Shiralilou, T. Hinderer, S. Nissanke, N. Ortiz,
and H. Witek, Phys. Rev. D 103, L121503 (2021),
arXiv:2012.09162 [gr-qc].

[99] B. Shiralilou, T. Hinderer, S. Nissanke, N. Ortiz, and
H. Witek, (2021), arXiv:2105.13972 [gr-qc].

[100] S. Tahura and K. Yagi, Phys. Rev. D 98, 084042
(2018), [Erratum: Phys.Rev.D 101, 109902 (2020)],
arXiv:1809.00259 [gr-qc].

[101] E. E. Flanagan and T. Hinderer, Phys. Rev. D 77,
021502 (2008), arXiv:0709.1915 [astro-ph].

[102] R. A. Brooker and T. W. Olle, Mon. Not. Roy. Astron.
Soc. 115, 101 (1955).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.112.251102
http://arxiv.org/abs/1312.3622
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.99.124004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.99.124004
http://arxiv.org/abs/1903.02055
http://dx.doi.org/10.1143/PTP.126.511
http://dx.doi.org/10.1143/PTP.126.511
http://arxiv.org/abs/1105.5723
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1103/PhysRevD.87.084058
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1103/PhysRevD.87.084058
http://arxiv.org/abs/1302.1918
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1088/1361-6382/aa9c68
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1088/1361-6382/aa9c68
http://arxiv.org/abs/1710.07862
http://arxiv.org/abs/1710.07862
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/physrevd.47.5259
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/physrevd.47.5259
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.084035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.084035
http://arxiv.org/abs/0906.0096
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.084018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.80.084018
http://arxiv.org/abs/0906.1366
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.58.1804
http://arxiv.org/abs/nucl-th/9804027
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1086/177827
http://arxiv.org/abs/nucl-th/9509016
http://arxiv.org/abs/nucl-th/9509016
http://arxiv.org/abs/1410.7166
http://arxiv.org/abs/1410.7166
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.73.024021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.73.024021
http://arxiv.org/abs/astro-ph/0507312
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.90.045805
http://arxiv.org/abs/1406.4332
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(87)91611-X
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(87)91611-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0375-9474(96)00187-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0375-9474(96)00187-X
http://arxiv.org/abs/nucl-th/9603037
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.38.1010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.38.1010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.90.024025
http://arxiv.org/abs/1405.4547
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1103/PhysRevD.95.089901, 10.1103/PhysRevD.95.084014
http://arxiv.org/abs/1701.01116
http://arxiv.org/abs/1701.01116
https://github.com/SafferA/scalar-Gauss-Bonnet_Source
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.92.024010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.92.024010
http://arxiv.org/abs/1503.07365
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1361-6382/aab186
http://arxiv.org/abs/1710.11096
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2012)010
http://arxiv.org/abs/1110.3764
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.91.104018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.91.104018
http://arxiv.org/abs/1503.07366
http://dx.doi.org/10.3847/2041-8213/ac089a
http://dx.doi.org/10.3847/2041-8213/ac089a
http://arxiv.org/abs/2105.06981
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.1103/PhysRevD.103.L121503
http://arxiv.org/abs/2012.09162
http://arxiv.org/abs/2105.13972
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.98.084042
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.98.084042
http://arxiv.org/abs/1809.00259
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.77.021502
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.77.021502
http://arxiv.org/abs/0709.1915
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/mnras/115.1.101
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/mnras/115.1.101

	Tidal Deformabilities of Neutron Stars in scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Gravity  and Their Applications to Multimessenger Tests of Gravity
	Abstract
	Introduction
	scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Gravity
	Action
	Field Equations

	Constructing Tidally-deformed Neutron Stars
	Metric, Matter and Scalar Field Decomposition
	General Relativity
	Background at O(0,0)
	Tidal Perturbation at O(1,0)

	Scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Corrections: Background
	Scalar Field at O(0,1)
	Metric at O(0,2)

	Scalar-Gauss-Bonnet Corrections: Tidal Perturbation
	Scalar Field at O( , )
	Metric at O( ,2 )

	Love Number and Tidal Deformability
	Definition
	Ambiguity in Love


	Astrophysical Comparison Results
	Conclusion and Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Convergence Test
	Estimate of Systematic Errors to Tidal Deformability Measurement
	Constant Density Star
	Metric at O( 0,0 )
	Metric at O( 1,0 )
	Scalar Field at O( 0,1 )
	Metric at O( 0,2 )
	Scalar Field at O( 1,1 )
	Metric at O( 1,2 )

	References


