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Abstract

Quantum electrodynamics in 2+1-dimensions (QEDs3) is a strongly coupled conformal field theory
(CFT) of a U(1) gauge field coupled to 2N two-component massless fermions. The N = 2 CFT has been
proposed as a ground state of the spin-1/2 kagome Heisenberg antiferromagnet. We study QED3 in the
presence of weak quenched disorder in its two spatial directions. When the disorder explicitly breaks the
fermion flavor symmetry from SU(2N)—U(1)xSU(N) but preserves time-reversal symmetry, we find that
the theory flows to a non-trivial fixed line at non-zero disorder with a continuously varying dynamical
critical exponent z > 1. We determine the zero-temperature flavor (spin) conductivity along the critical
line. Our calculations are performed in the large-N limit, and the disorder is handled using the replica

method.



I. INTRODUCTION

While our understanding of magnetic systems and spin liquids in particular has made great
progress in the last two decades, most systems have been studied in the clean limit with transla-
tional symmetry present. In this paper, we explore the behavior of a critical spin liquid described
by a conformal field theory (CFT) when perturbed by weak quenched disorder.

The CFT we consider is 241 dimensional quantum electrodynamics (QEDj3), a strongly coupled
theory of a U(1) gauge field coupled to 2N massless two-component fermions [1, 2]. This CFT
is one of the proposed ground states of the spin-1/2 kagome Heisenberg antiferromagnet, Hy =
J > g Si+ Sy, where J > 0 and (ij) labels nearest-neighbour sites on a kagome lattice (shown in
Fig. 1) [3-5]. (We note that other proposed ground states are gapped Zs spin liquids [6], and the
choice between the CFT and the Zs spin liquids remains a matter of continuing debate [7-12].) In
addition, QED3 may also describe certain deconfined critical points [13, 14] between topological
phases [15, 16].

The QEDj3 action is written
i) v T

where « labels the 2N fermion flavors, and we have denoted the Euclidean spacetime coordinates

Sqed [V, A] = — / Px dr hay™ (aﬂ — / d*z dr (0,A, — ,A,)° (1)

asr = (x,7). The 1,’s are 2-component spinors, with 1, = {77 and v* = (7%, 7Y, —7%) where the
7@s are Pauli matrices. The dimension of the charge is [¢?] = +1 and so under the renormalization
group (RG) flow we expect e — oo; this will be discussed in greater detail in Sec. IT A. This theory
possesses an explicit global SU(2N) symmetry under which the fermions flavors are rotated into
one another.

The action in Eq. (1) specifically describes non-compact QEDj i.e. there are no monopoles

= 0, where J! =

operators in the action, and flux conservation is a global symmetry: 9,.J}; top

top
e"?P9,A,. Because Sgq arises in condensed matter as the low-energy description of a lattice
model, monopole events must be allowed in the ultraviolet (UV). However, Berry phases from the
underlying lattice spins can lead to destructive interference between monopole tunneling events
[13, 14, 17, 18], and it could well be the case that monopoles carrying the smallest magnetic
charge are prohibited for the clean kagome antiferromagnet; the minimal magnetic charge for

allowed monopoles in the kagome antiferromagnet is unknown, and its determination remains an

important open problem. In order for non-compact QEDj3 to be the correct low-energy description,



the smallest allowed monopole operators must be irrelevant perturbations. When the number of
fermion flavors is low, this is not the case and the monopoles to proliferate, confining the theory
[19, 20]. As matter is added to the system, the scaling dimension of the monopoles increases
and they eventually become irrelevant [21-25]. The number of fermion flavours required before
this occurs is currently unknown, but estimates place it around 2Ng oo S 12 for the smallest
monopole charge [25]. In this paper, we work in the large-N limit, where all possible monopole
operators are strongly irrelevant [21]. There is an additional critical fermion flavour number
beneath which QEDj3 spontaneously generates a chiral mass. The exact value of this number is
also unknown but is expected to be 2N§,.., =~ 3 [26, 27].

The kagome antiferromagnet corresponds to the case N = 2: the four flavors of fermions arise as
a result of spin degrees of freedom, as well as an additional two-fold valley degeneracy. Nonetheless,
when we specify to this case, we will operate under the assumption that the large N results also
apply to the N = 2 case.

Since some degree of disorder is present in all physical systems, it is important to understand
the behavior of these theories under this type of perturbation. The primary result of this paper is
that when time reversal and a global U(1)xSU(N) flavour symmetry are respected microscopically,
there exists a critical line with both non-zero disorder and interactions. This is obtained by coupling

the theory to quenched disorder of the form

Saise [V, 9] = /d2x dr [M.(z)po (@, 7) + +ids(2)po*y (@, 7)] . (2)

Here, M, and A;, are random fields with zero mean. Both fields are independent of time: although
QEDj is a relativistic theory, disorder explicits breaks this symmetry. This should be contrasted
with classical disordered field theories where the random fields are functions of all of the coordinates

in the action. M, and A,, are both Gaussian and entirely determined by their disorder averages:

M., (2) M, (z) = %52 (z—12), An(@)AL) =6 9*2‘%2 (x—2), M)A (@) =0 (3)

The variances ¢;, and ga . control the strength of the disorder, and, naturally, they must be
positive. Performing a diagrammatic expansion to O(gg2 ,ge/2N) with € = (¢, 2), (A, 2), we find a
critical line with g, , = —8¢.4.. + 64/(37*N). Provided the flavor symmetry is not broken further,
we expect at least a fixed point to exist at sufficiently large N: higher order corrections could

convert the line to a fixed point but are not expected to lead to runaway flows to strong disorder.
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FIG. 1: The kagome lattice. The arrows indicate the convention chosen for the bond directions of
the spin chirality operator, S; x S;, where 7 and j label nearest-neighbour sites. The order of the
cross product is taken such that first spin sits at the lattice site pointing towards the site of the
second spin. Later, we will use the same ordering convention to define nearest-neighbour bond

operators S; - S;.

In the context of the kagome antiferromagnet, the bilinear ©¥o*1) can be associated with the

z-component of the Dzyaloshinskii-Moriya (DM) interaction operator:

> (8% 8y, (4)

(ij)Ehex(x)
where hex(x) labels the hexagon at point @ and the bonds (ij) are summed in the fashion shown
in Fig. 1. Similarly, itpo*y™¥1) correspond to spin currents in the microscopic theory. It follows
that the fixed line could be relevant to kagome magnets with randomly varying DM fields.

We also study the RG flow when disorder couples to the more general set of operators:
Ns = WP, N® = @ana J;j = ﬁzaa%ﬂ/% Jtop,,u - E,prauAp (5>

where 0% = (0%,0Y,0%). We find that the U(1)xSU(N) symmetric critical line is unstable to
disorder coupling to either N*¥, Jf Y and J§. These theories flow to strong disorder and cannot
be accessed with the perturbative methods used here. Disorder coupling to the topological current
is marginal to O(1/(2N)?); however, upon including higher order contributions, the Jiop 0 disorder

strength becomes relevant.



In Sec. IV we will see that if the Pauli matrices in the operators of Eq. (5) act on the valley
indices of the emergent Dirac fermions, then the mass-like terms N® should be associated with
different valence bond ordering patterns on the kagome lattice [5]. Our analysis therefore indicates
that the QEDj3 phase is unstable to random bond disorder in the kagome antiferromagnet.

There have been earlier studies of massless Dirac fermions coupled to disorder. A comprehensive
analysis for free Dirac fermions was presented by Ludwig et al. [28]. An important ingredient
in their analysis was the coupling of the disorder to components of the current operator J*(r) =
iypy*1)(r). For the free theory, J* has scaling dimension 2 like any other globally conserved current;
consequently, the disorder coupling to J* turns out to be marginal at the clean free fixed point,
and this has important consequences for the disordered system. For the QEDj3 case considered
here, the situation is dramatically different: because of the presence of the gauge field, J* is no
longer a globally conserved current, and its scaling dimension at the CFT fixed point is 3 [29]. The
corresponding disorder is strongly irrelevant, and this is the reason it was not included in Egs. (2)
and (5).

Other earlier works with Dirac fermions studied the influence of disorder and the 1/r Coulomb
interactions between the Dirac fermions [30, 31], and were motivated by the study of transitions
between quantum Hall states. Today, they can be applied to graphene. As in our work, they found
fixed lines at non-zero disorder and interactions.

Our paper begins in Sec. II by discussing our model in more detail. We start by reviewing
some important properties of QED3 in Sec. II A, before presenting the types of disorder under
consideration in Sec. [I B. The renormalization procedure and resulting S-functions are described
in Sec. [IT A. The remainder of the section discusses the flows which result upon enforcing differ-
ent symmetries, including the U(1)xSU(N) symmetric critical line mentioned above (Sec. I11D).
Sec. ['V focuses on applications to the kagome antiferromagnet and translates the fermion bilinears
and topological current of the CFT to the microscopic observables of the spin model. Finally,
in Sec. V the flavor conductivity along the critical line is calculated. We review out results and

conclude in Sec. VI.



II. DISORDERED QEDj;
A. Pure QEDj;

The Euclidean signature action for QEDj3 is given in Eq. (1). In the IR limit, for N large
enough, this theory flows to a strongly coupled CFT at ¢? = oo. All loop contributions to the

fermion propagator are suppressed by 1/2N and so we will work with the free propagator

G(p) = b5 211" (6)

where « and [ are flavor indices. The same is not true of the photon propagator. Instead, the
N = oo Green’s function must include a summation over the bubble diagrams shown in Fig. 2.
The effective propagator is determined most simply by adding a non-local gauge fixing term to the

action [32]

1 &*p pupy )
Sgauge-ﬁxing = 39 (C — 1) / (271')3 |p’ A“(p)A (_p>7 (7>

where ( is an arbitrary parameter which cannot enter into any physical observable. The resulting
free photon propagator is

2Ne? Dup 16(¢C—1)p.p
DOVp:—<5V—’”)+ By, 8
o (P) pr " p? ol p? (8)

The polarization bubble in Fig. 2 can be evaluated (see Appendix F 1) and gives

() — 2! (% _ p;fu) . (9)
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Therefore, the N = oo propagator is
1 5

D) = ((PRw]) " +1u)) =5 (5w - P2 )0 (%). o
Here, we have used the fact that, because the dimension of €2 is 1, in the infrared limit, p — 0, all
terms of O(p?/e?) are suppressed. Provided we use the effective photon propagator and organize
our perturbation theory such that no fermion bubbles of the type summed in Fig. 2 are repeated,
the limit e? — co can be taken directly. We will further simplify by working in the ¢ = 0 gauge.

Since we will regulate the disordered theory using dimensional regularization, we write

Sea[00.4) = [ ataar i (0+ “@%‘M) Yo ()




FIG. 2: Diagrammatic expression for the effective photon propagator in the large-N limit. The
dotted lines indicate the bare photon propagator, Dgl, (p), while the fermion bubbles are equal to
I1,,(¢). As indicated in the text, only the full photon propagator will be used.

where d = 2 + €, p is an arbitrary scale, and the photon propagator is understood to be fof(p).
We will often write D = d 4+ 1 and denote spacetime coordinates by r = (z,7). By making the
coupling dimensionful, we are taking the engineering dimension of A,, to be d/2. Gauge invariance
guarantees that g will not be renormalized, and it will be set to unity at the end of the calculation.
This is discussed further in Sec. IIT A.

We now discuss the symmetries and operator content of the theory. QEDj has a SU(2N)

symmetry under which the flavors rotate into one another:
Yo = [exp (00" T")] 5 05 - (12)
Here, we have expressed the (2N)? — 1 generators of SU(2N) as
o T, o, T, (13)

where 0%, a = x, vy, z, are the 2x2 Pauli matrices and 7% a =1,...,N? — 1, are N x N traceless,
Hermitian matrices normalized such that tr (T“Tb) = dap/2. Associated with each generator of

this symmetry is a conserved current,
ng(r) = izﬁa“Tbyuw(r), JZ“O(T) = i&aayuz/}(r), ng(r) = @'@Z_JTZ’VM@D(T). (14)

To all orders in 1/(2N), these operators have scaling dimension A; = 2. When we discuss the
symmetry of the theory in the remainder of the paper, we will be referring to the flavour symmetry
unless explicitly stated otherwise.

As we remarked in Sec. I, the irrelevance of monopoles results in an emergent U(1);,, symmetry

associated with a conserved gauge flux current,

T = g, A, (15)
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Like the SU(2N) currents, the scaling dimension of Jj;

top 18 exactly 2. In the limit we consider,

monopole scaling dimensions are much greater than 2, though, as N descreases, this may cease to
be the case.

The global U(1) transformation, ¢ — €, also has a conserved current, J*(r) = ity e (r).
However, because the U(1) phase rotation is also a local symmetry, its current is quite different

from the SU(2N) and U(1);,p currents. This is evident upon considering the equations of motion:
1 1
O, F"" =
V2N eV2N

Taken as an operator identity, this implies that the global U(1) current is actually a descendent of

=

"8y Jiop o (16)

the gauge field, and, consequently, its scaling dimension is 3 instead of 2 [29].
In addition to the currents, there are (2N)?> — 1 “mass” operators which can be constructed

from the SU(2N) generators,
Nab(r) = TZUawa(T)v Nao(r> = &an(r)a NOb(T> = &wa(r)v (17>
as well as the usual 241 dimensional Dirac mass term:

N.(r) = < DU (13)

Unlike the currents, at finite N these operators have nontrivial anomalous scaling dimensions
[29, 32, 33]. In particular, since Ny allows for “photon decay” processes, it becomes less relevant,

with a scaling dimension of

128 1
Ay =2+ ——— — |- 1
s +37T2(2N)+O<N2) (19)
Conversely, the SU(2/N) masses become more relevant:
64 1
Aj=2— — ). P
! 322N © <N2) (20)

B. Disorder

We are interested in perturbing the QED3 CFT with disorder. A simple scaling argument shows
that there are a limited number of operators which can give interesting results upon coupling to
disorder. We begin by considering disorder coupling to an arbitrary, gauge-invariant operator O

with scaling dimension Ap:

Sais,0 [O] = /ddm dr Mo(x)O(z,T) (21)



where Mo (x) is a Gaussian random variable with zero average and with correlations given by

Mo (2)Mo(2) = 2254z — 2')- (22)

go is the variance of My and controls the strength of the disorder. To allow for a well-controlled
perturbative expansion, we assume that go is of the same order as 1/(2N); this implies that the
bare disorder strength and the electromagnetic interaction are of the same magnitude.

Since Sg;s explicitly breaks Lorentz symmetry, time and space need no longer scale in the same
way. We express this by allowing time to scale as —z: [7] = —z. “z2” is referred to as the dynamic
critical exponent. While our assumption that go ~ O(1/N) ensures that z — 1 ~ O(1/N) as well,
the possibility that z # 1 at higher orders has several effects which will be important later. First,
the dimensions of conserved currents are no longer all fixed precisely at 2. The scaling dimension
of the time component remains 2, but spatial components have dimension A;,, = 1+ z. Second,
having a dynamic critical exponent different from unity also changes the dimensional analysis of
the disorder strength go. Eq. (21) establishes that [Mp] = d + 2 — Ap, and with Eq. (22), this
indicates that [go] = d + 22 — 2Ap. It follows that the critical dimension is 1 4+ z. This is the
quantum version of the Harris criterion [34].

At tree level, z = 1, so the Harris criterion indicates that in 2d disorder coupling to operators
with Ap > 2 is irrelevant: at low energies, the system is described by the clean theory. Con-
versely, operators with scaling dimensions less than or equal to 2 are either relevant or marginal
perturbations when coupled to disorder.

Referring to the previous section, to leading order in IV, there are no relevant perturbations and
only the global topological current, the SU(2/N) currents, and the mass terms, Ny and N, are
marginal. However, as mentioned above, at finite N, it’s possible that the scaling dimension of an
allowed monopole operator is less than 2, making it relevant. We will not examine this possibility
in our present large N expansion. As discussed in Sec. I, the global U(1) current, J* = ighy"1), is
irrelevant because its scaling dimension is 3.

Keeping in mind that in order to compare with the kagome antiferromagnet we must set N = 2,

9



we couple disorder to operators which break the SU(2N) symmetry down to SU(N):

Sais[t, ] = /ddx dr {Ms(x)g/jw(x, ) + My o(2)po(x, T)
+ iAo ()P0 Y P (2, 7) + Va(x) oy h(z, 7)

+ 18 () Fop (2, 7) + Bla) S (2, 7) (23)

where My, Mo, Aja, Vi, &, and B are Gaussian random variables with vanishing mean. Here
and throughout the paper we use the convention that, when contracting vectors and ~-matrices,
Roman letters i, j, £, etc. indicate that the sum is only over the spatial coordinates z, while Greek
letters pu, v, o, etc. include time as well. We note that since the quenched disorder is classical, the
random fields have been expressed in real time. That is, the time component of all classical gauge

753}
]

potentials picks up a factor of “”. Averaging over disorder, we have

M, (2)M,(z)) = %5% — ), Va(@)Vy(a') = gg“ S0z — )
M, o(2) Moy () = 9;“ Sund(z — ), E(0)&; (@) = %g(sijéd(x — )
Aia@) A (@) = 252,00 (@ — '), B(@)B() = T5'(x - ) (24)

with all other two-points vanishing. As in the general case considered above, we assume that the
variances, {gs, 9t.a, GA.as Gv.as 9¢, 98}, are small and of the same order as 1/(2N).

When we interpret these operators in the context of the kagome antiferromagnet, the o matrices
will act on spin. By recalling that the Dirac mass, ¥, is odd under time reversal in 2+1 dimensions,
we deduce that the SU(2) mass operators, i1)c%), should be even. The same logic asserts that
the scalar potential operators, i1)7%0%), are odd under time reversal while the vector potential

and J?

operators, itpy/ o), are even. Similarly, the fact that J o

top are the emergent magnetic field

and electric fields respectively reveals that they are odd and even under time reversal. Therefore,
while the zero mean of the quenched disorder fields implies that Sgis[t), 1] preserves time reversal
on average, it is only a good symmetry everywhere within the system when M, V, and B are not
present (equivalently, gs = ¢y = gs = 0). In Sec. IV we will discuss the microscopic meaning of
Sais[t, %] in the kagome antiferromagnet more thoroughly.

We will use dimensional regularization with d = 2 + € so that the dimension of the variances
is shifted to [g¢] = —e, where £ = s, (t,a), (A, a), (v,a), £, or B. For convenience, we make the

couplings dimensionless by taking g¢ — p~“g¢ where p is an arbitrary momentum scale. When
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we perform the renormalization group study, the couplings are restricted to non-negative values
because they physically correspond to variances.

The disorder breaks translational symmetry and makes calculating quantities for a given re-
alization of disorder completely intractable. Instead, the fundamental quantity of interest is the

disorder-averaged free energy:

F=—logZ

= —log

— 1 [y s(x)2 —L; dizB(xz)?
/ DM () DM, () DM, () DAyo() DVy(r) e~ Swca—Saw ¢~ 32 {0 M@ [ Zagg J 0B

o e—ﬁ J dizE;(2)E (x) H 6—25% [ dtx My o (z)? 6—2_{54 . Jdtz Ajq(x) AT (z) 6729"3; [ d¥a Vo (z)? - (25)
a=z,y,z
To solve perturbatively, we employ the replica trick. Using the identity
Z"—1
log Z = i 2
0g Z = lim ——, (26)
we instead calculate
Zy=72"=N / I DvaeDvacDA e Srlbarver (27)
a=1,....2N
{=1,....n

where N is a normalization constant and

R
S, [, 0, Al = — d%x dr by, T) @_'_z,u gA e(x, T)
0o = =5 [ airitar) (94 % LA v

MQ_G ; / ddx dr dT/{ - gs&ewe(flh T)&m%n(% T/) - ; gt,aiﬁo'awaw? T)&maawm(xa Tl)

+
- Z JA.a &Ei'yja—awﬁ ($a T)?/;mi%'%@bm (377 7_/) + Z Gu,a @Eﬁi’yoaa,@bﬁ (QT, T)szmi'yoo—awm (ma T/)
— gsiop(@, ) Jiay (2.7') + ge Jigp (w, 7) i 5 T’>}- (28)

In addition to the physical flavor symmetry, the fermions and photon now carry a replica index
denoted by ¢ and m. We have suppressed the summation over the flavour indices and will continue
to do so in what follows. Likewise, the replica indices will often be left implicit. The Feynman

rules corresponding to .S, [@/}, W, A] are provided in Fig. 3.
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ipuy* 16 pg
- = b AANAANAANANL V= P no = M
P p? P Ip| P N
p+q
NG~ = —2m0(a0)n 954 A = 2md(qo)i gea? (89— LF)
5>£ a7£ ﬁ,[ (Z’O a,@
—b—?—b—
[}
|
7 = 215 (g0) 1 gs [1]o5 (11,5, ‘ = —278(qo)1 " Gu,a [17°0°] 5 [i1707]
|
p,m g, m p, M 0/70 o, m
B,¢ a a,l B, L a,j a,l
———— > -
n
@ = 270(q0) 1~ Gt.0 [0 a5 (0], 4 =210 (qo) 1~ “gaa [V %] 5 [1n70°]
n
n
P, M a o, m p,m > a,j > o,m

FIG. 3: Feynman rules associated with the replicated action, S, [w, W, A]. The diagrams on the
first and second rows are diagonal with respect to the replica and flavor indices. In the four-point

diagrams, ¢ and m are replica indices while «, 3, o, p label the 2N fermion flavors.

III. RENORMALIZATION GROUP ANALYSIS
A. Renormalized action

The low energy properties of .S, [w, W, A] can be studied with the same renormalization tech-
niques used in many-body systems provided the number of replicas, n, is taken to zero at the end
of the calculation. This implies that diagrams which sum over all replicas must be neglected. For

instance, Fig. 4 is proportional to n and should not be included.

12



FIG. 4: Example of a diagram which vanishes in the replica limit, n — 0. The internal fermion

loop involves a sum over all replica indices, and multiplies the diagram by an overall factor of n.

We will use renormalized perturbation theory [35], making use of a counter term action:

) ) —5/2 6/ =2 g8 '
S [, ] = Z/ddxdTw (2(517 B + i89y? o, + \/% A + %Aﬁfﬂ) Yo(z, 7)

+ T % / dd‘r dr dT’{ - 55 1/_%%(35» T)@Z_)mdjm(x? T,) - ; 5t,a JJNGW(% T)@Z_}mgaiﬁm(l’, T’)

= 3 Saa B (@, T 0 (@, 7) + 3 B i 0 @, TV Ot (2,7

— 0 Je (@, T) T (2, 7) + b S (x, 7) T (2, ’)}- (29)

The counter terms, {012, 0] 5, ds, 01,05 Ov,a, 04,0, 08, O¢ }, are determined by requiring that all physical
observables are finite in a dimensional regularization scheme. While relativistic invariance is ex-
plicitly broken, there is no need track the relative flow of the fermion and photon velocities since

the low-energy behaviour of the photon propagator descends entirely from its interaction with the

fermions.

The bare action is the sum of S,, and SST:

- d o | igs)’ g5y’
S2 ., A] Z/d zp drp B (W 8_+ i’ 92,5 + \/B—AOB+ \/B— i | Yes(*B,TB)

+3 Z/ddZUB drg dTé{Qf Ve, B (B, TB)Vm,BYm,B(T 8, Th)
lm

=Y 95 b0 528, T8)m 5O m. (L5, Th)

a

=) 94 eV 05 (X5, TB)Um 1Y Oathm 5 (25, Th)

a

+ Z gffa @ZE,BWOUGW,B(BCB, TB)ZEm,BiWOUa@Um,B(xB? 5)

a

— 9B Jfop 55, TB)‘]topOB(xB7 T5) + 95 Jtop s, TB)JZZp,B,j (zB, 71,3)} (30)
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where the bare fields and coordinates are

Vp(ep, ) = Z{ % (x, 1),

AQ7B(ZEB,TB) = Zi’/(?A()(l',T), AjB(fL’B7TB) = Z,i’/nyAj(ZE,T),
Z:
7'327?7', rp = X. (31)

Here, we have written Z; = 1+ 9, and Z; = 1 + §5, and, by taking x = zp, we are renormalizing
relative to the spatial scale. Gauge invariance constrains the photon field strength renormalization

constants to be

1/2 Zl 1/2 _
Z'Yvo o Z’ Z’y,xy - 17

(32)
and it follows that we must have d; 5 = ¢} ,. This has been explicitly verified. The field strength

renormalization of the topological currents then follows simply from the renormalization of A, and

(x,7):

dA, A, . Z ((‘MO 8Ay) w4 ((’MO an) (33)
a7 Ta9- | top,B — - '

Jo =Y _ . 1220
top,B 7 Ay oy’ top, B 70\ Oy or Zy \ Ox or

As discussed in the previous section, the dynamic critical exponent relates the scaling of time

and space to one another:

d
,u@T = 27" (34)
Since 7 should scale like y, taking its derivative with respect to log u gives
d Z
=1—pu—1 — |- 35
s= 1 ngiog (72 (35)

The renormalization of the disorder strengths is determined by comparing the bare action to

S, + SST:

92 = 1257 (95 + ), Gow =1 Zy " (g0 + Ota)
g,ia - M76Z272 (g.A,a + 5A,a) ) gfa = ,u762272 (gv,a + 61},(1) )
9¢ = 1" (ge + 0¢) , 95 = 1225 (g5 + 0p) - (36)

The fact that the bare couplings are independent of the scale i establishes the S-functions. For

disorder coupling to fermion bilinears, we have

d d
0:_6(g§+5§)_2(g§+5f):u@10g22+/‘@5§+/857 5:3,(t,a),(A,a),(v,a), (37>
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14 M a a
2
(8) —iv"pu (5257 ) (b) —ien® () (c) —iwr® (¥, Soe)
a,0 a,0 a,j a,j
(d) —iW’yO (Za 921;:) (e) _iw70 ( a %)

FIG. 5: Feynman diagrams which contribute to the fermion self-energy at O(ge, 1/2N).

where B¢ = pdge/dp and a = x,y, z. Similarly, the S-functions for the flux disorder are
d
0= —e(ge +d¢) + ,ud—55 + e,
1
d
0=—e(gs+05)+2(gs+dp)(z— 1)+ M@(SB + Bs. (38)
In the second equation, the relation z — 1 = udlog (Z1/Z5) /du has been used.
The fermion self-energy diagrams which determine the counter terms d; and 5 to leading order
are shown in Fig. 5. These are evaluated in Appendix B, and the divergent pieces are listed below
the corresponding diagram in the figure. Only the photon loop in Fig. 5(a) contributes to Z5. In

order to cancel this divergence, we must have

82
5 g

" 3m2(2N)e (39)

The frequency counter term, on the other hand, receives contributions from all of the diagrams in
Fig. 5:
84> 1

0 = ——
' 372(2N)e - 2me

gs + Z (gt,zz + Guv,a + 29A,a)] ' (4())

It follows from Eq. (35), the dynamic critical exponent is

1
=14+ —
z +27r

Js + Z (gt,a + 2g.A,a + gv,a)
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FIG. 6: Diagrams which contribute when only SU(2N)-preserving, bilinear disorder is considered
(Gt.a = 9aa = Gva = 0). Both Figs. 6(c) and 6(d) are accompanied by a diagram with the
interaction on the other vertex. Partner diagrams to Fig. 6(e) with the fermion loop direction

reversed and/or the vertex switched are also present. These diagrams sum to

2 | 6dgsgt 489s4°

The provision that all couplings be positive implies that z > 1 always.

The bilinear counter terms, d, £ = s, (t,a), (A, a), (v,a), are determined by adding diagrams
like those in Fig. 6. In particular, Fig. 6 shows all diagrams which renormalize disorder coupled to
the SU(2N)-symmetric mass when all other couplings have been tuned to zero. The integrals are

performed in Appendix C, and the remainder of the diagrams renormalizing the bilinear disorder
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are shown in Appendix D in Tables I, II, and III. The resulting counter terms are

1 649354 489552
58 = - [93 + - + Js Z (gt,a + Gva — 29./4,(1) -2 Z Gv,a9Aa

7(2N) ~ 7(2N)

a

1
5t,a = _E [gt,a (2.gt,a - Z gt,b) - 2gt,a (29A,a - Z g.A,b) + Jt.a (291},@ - ng,b>

b b b

+ Grafs + 49009 408" — AGtaGvag” = 2D |€"| Grogae — 28910 2}
- m(2N)
Op0 = —% { — GsGva — ; |eabe| (% + 294494, + g”’ng“’C> — gig(g’;\f; ]
Ov,a = —% [ — Gva <2gv,a - ;gv,b> — Gva <2gt,a - ;gt,b> —29va <2QA,a - ;QA,z;)
— Gvals — 295940 — 2 ; 7| gopga,c — ;igéj\‘?; } : (42)

The graphs which renormalize the topological disorder stengths, ge and gz, are actually three loop
diagrams at leading order. These are calculated in Appendix E where we find

4 4
e e

(43)
Differentiating the bare couplings (Eq. (36)) with respect to u, solving for the [-functions to
O(g¢, 9¢/2N ), and setting g°> = 1, we obtain

—2 Z Gv,adAa

a

<2gt,a - gt,b> +2 (2g,4,a +> gA,b> ~ (6gv,a +> gv,b)
b b b

+ Gt.ags — 26] —2) ™| grogac
be

TBAa = T€JAa — 9sGva — Z || (% + 29494, +
be

Js + Z (gt,a + Gv,a — 29A,a> + 2¢

a

ﬂ'ﬁs = Tegs + Js

ﬂ-ﬁt,a = TE€Gt.a + Gt.a

gv,bgv,c>

2 2

71—57),a = T€Gv,a — Gu,a [ (291),0, - Z gv,b) + <2gt,a - Z gt,b) + 291},{1 (29A,a - Z g.A,b) + s
b b

b

- 2gsgA,a —2 Z leabc‘ Gu,bd A c)
be

Tfe = Tege — 39598,

Js + Z(gt,a + 29A,a + gv,a)

a

TP = Tegr — 39sge — 9B
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where

64

- 45
“T 3N (45)

In what follows we will work in 2 spatial dimensions and set ¢ = 0.

B. SU(2N) flavour symmetry

Since disorder coupling to the U(1) gauge currents is irrelevant, the only finite couplings which
preserve the SU(2N) flavour symmetry of QEDj; are gs, ge, and gs. With ¢1p = gta4 = gva = 0,

the only non-trivial S-functions are

mBs = g° + 2cgs, TBe = —39s98, s = —9gs (39¢ + 9B) - (46)

fs is entirely determined by the fermion self-energy diagrams in Figs. 5(a) and 5(b) and the 4-point
diagrams in Fig. 6. Figs. 6(a) and 6(b) cancel, and Fig. 6(c) contributes the second term in .
This is precisely the same term found in Ref. 36 for free Dirac fermions. The second term in
Bs results from interactions with the photon. In fact, this is simply the anomalous dimension of
Ny(r) = \/%Tvgz@b(r) in pure QED3 (Eq. (19)). Since gs > 0, both terms in s are positive, and, as
the energy scale is taken to zero, g, flows to zero.

On inspecting the p-functions for the topological disorder strengths, we note an apparent in-
consistency with our claim that Jggp is a conserved current. In particular, as indicated near the
beginning of Sec. II B, the scaling dimensions of the spatial and time components of a conserved

current are non-perturbatively protected to be 1+ z and 2 respectively, and this should be reflected

or J?

in their S-functions. However, this is not the case in the expression above for either J; top

top
when g, # 0. Fortunately, this result makes sense in the context of the parity anomaly: when a
single species of Dirac fermions is coupled to a mass, a Chern-Simons term at level 1/2 is generated
~ %e“””Aua,,Ap /4m. In the disordered system, this manifests itself through the induced coupling
of the two topological currents.

Regardless, both of the S-functions for the topological disorder are directly proportional to the
SU(2N)-symmetric mass coupling and so vanish when g, = 0. However, we argue that higher order
effects ultimately destabilize the clean critical point in the absence of time reversal symmetry. To
start, we observe that the Dirac equation has an additional discrete, anti-unitary symmetry under

which both time and charge flip, leading us to refer to it as “C7” symmetry. JO is even under

top
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the action of CT, while both 47/ and thop are odd. Imposing this symmetry sets g; = ge = 0 and
allows only gz to be finite. The lowest order diagram which contributes is the fermion self-energy
shown in Fig. 7. Like the diagrams in Fig. 5, its divergence is cancelled by Z;, yielding a dynamic

critical exponent greater than unity:

98
=14+ . 47
© 21 (2N) (47)
Even though time-reversal is broken, the CT symmetry ensures that no diagrams mixing gz and
ge are generated. We conclude that since flux is still conserved, the only contribution to the -
function of gp arise from the corrections to the dynamic critical exponent given in Eq. (47). In

Sec. I1 B, we showed that the dimension of disorder coupling to J,?Op is

98] = 2(1 + 2) — 2 [T, ] = 2(2 = 1), (48)
and, therefore, the S-function is
wfg = —I5. (49)

It follows that this theory flows to strong coupling, albeit at a higher order in g¢ and 1/(2N) than
what is considered in the rest of the paper: O(gg/2N) ~ O(1/(2N)3) instead of O(1/(2N)?).

This continues to be true even upon breaking C7 and allowing finite g¢ and g;. The g, disorder
strength will flow to zero and need not be considered further. Then, the irrelevance of monopoles
ensures that ge remains marginal and that gz flows to strong coupling (we note gg will give an
additional contribution to z and, consequently, 5z). In summary, the clean theory is unstable to
SU(2N) symmetric disorder when time reversal is broken.

Finally, when both the SU(2/V) flavour symmetry and time reversal are imposed, only disorder
is allowed, and the theory is exactly marginal to all orders in perturbation theory.

coupling to J7

top

C. SU(2)xSU(N) flavour symmetry

If we instead allow disorder to break the symmetry from SU(2N) — SU(2) x SU(N), no non-

trivial fixed point is found; the system flows to strong disorder, and out of the perturbative regime.
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0 0

FIG. 7: The only disorder diagram to contribute to O(gs/2N) when B(x) is the only random
field coupled to QED3. Note that it is subleading to the self-energy diagrams we consider

elsewhere in the paper (Fig. 5). It contributes a divergence —ipg~y° (%(%3\/)5)

Setting gio = Gt, 9v.a = gv, a0d g, = ga, the resulting set of S-functions is

TBs = s [gs + 39: + 39y — 694 + 2¢] — 69,94,
70t = G [=9t + gs — 99y + 694 — ],

T = —4g% — 97 — 92 — GsGu,

By = Gu [9v — gs + gt — 29.4] — 29594,

TBe = —39s9s,

P = —39sgs — 95 [9s + 3(9t + 294 + 9v)] - (50)

The third equation indicates that if either g¢;, g4, or g, is non-zero, g4 always flows to strong
coupling. The four negative terms in 54 can be traced to the diagrams in the first, fifth, and seventh
rows of Table I, and the second row of Table II (shown in Appendix D). In these diagrams, the
anticommutation properties of the Pauli matrices ensure that the “box” and “crossing” diagrams
do not cancel as they did for the singlet mass term (Figs. 6(a) and 6(b)). In fact, it is shown in
Appendix A that disorder symmetric under any continuous non-abelian subgroup H of SU(2N)
will have this property and, consequently, flow to strong coupling.

This may appear to contradict the argument of the previous section: since g4 couples disorder
to the spatial components of a conserved current, in the absence of a random mass M(z), should
it not be exactly marginal like g¢? The key difference is that because SU(2) is non-ablelian, the
SU(2)xSU(N) flavour symmetry is only present on average. The action for a specific realization
of disorder, A%(z), only has a SU(N) flavour symmetry, and, as a result, the scaling dimension of
iy o) is not protected.

Similarly, if gs is non-zero and any of the other four fermion bilinears couplings are non-

zero, disorder coupling to J?

top also becomes strong. Again, this is because the dynamical critical

exponent is greater than 1 when g,, g¢, g4, or g, are non-zero. We recall that the dimensional

20



analysis of Sec. II B indicated that when z # 1, the critical scaling dimension is no longer 2, but

instead 1+ z. Therefore, [J2

top) = 2 < 1+ z, making it a relevant perturbation.

D. U()xSU(N) symmetry

We turn, finally, to the case of greatest interest in the present paper. When the disorder couples
to a U(1) subgroup of SU(2N), we find a fixed line with both finite disorder and interactions.
We begin by considering an XY anisotropy where g. . is allowed to differ from g., =g, = g. 1.

With this restriction, the S-functions in Eq. (44) reduce to

T0s = Gs [9s + G2 + 2010 — 2942 — 49a1 + Goz + 2001 +2¢] — 29,2942 — 4Gv, 1941,
e = Gr2 (9,2 — 2961 + 694 + 4941+ gs — T9u. — 2Gu,1 — €] —4G1194.1,
TBt1L = g1 [~ Gtz + 9s +89aL — Guz — 8Gu,L — €| — 2012941,
TBa: = _49.,24,L - th,L - gg,L — 9sGv,z,
0L = —494194: — G209t L — Gv.2Gv,L — GsGv, L,
TBoz = Goz [=Gvz+ 2000 — Gtz + 2901 — 294 + 4941 — 9s| s —29594= — 49v, 1941
TBuL = Gl [Guz + Grz — 95| — 295941 — 2002941,
mBe = —39s95,

g = —39s9s — 98 19s + 9o + 294 + Gu- + 2(9e,1 + 2941 + Go,1)] - (51)

These results are consistent with the RG equations obtained in Ref. 37. In this paper, the authors
considered Dirac cones interacting through a 3d Coulomb term instead of a strictly 241 dimension
gauge field; we can compare to their results by setting the Coulomb coupling in their equations to
zero and g% = gs = gy» = Gu,1 = ge = g5 = 0 in Eq. (42).

As in the previous section, the S-functions for the vector potential couplings, g4 . and g4 | are
all negative. In order to ensure that they do not flow to infinity, all perpendicular couplings must
vanish, g41 = gr.1 = ¢g».. = 0. This describes a situation where the U(1)xSU(N) symmetry of the

underlying theory is preserved even in the presence of disorder. The [-functions in the presence
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FIG. 8 RG flow in the (a) (¢t.,94..) plane, (b) (¢t.., gv.) Plane, and (c¢) (gs, gv») plane with all
other couplings set to zero. (d) shows the (g¢ 1,94 1) plane with ¢;, = ¢ and all other couplings
vanishing. The critical point with all couplings equal to zero (no disorder) is marked in orange
with “A” and the critical point with g;, = ¢ is marked in green with a “B”. In (a), the critical

line is drawn in green. Here ¢ = 128/3mw(2N).
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of this symmetry are

TBs = gs (s + Gtz — 2942 + 3Gz +2¢) — 2942902
Btz = 91,2 (912 + 9s + 89 — T9u — €,
TBaz = —9sGuv.z
TBuz: = —Goz (Guz+ Gs + Gz +2942) — 295942,
T = —39s9s,
TBs = —39s9s — 95 (gs + Gr.e + 2942+ Gu.2) - (52)

Recalling that all couplings are positive, we find a single physical solution which breaks the SU(2.V)
flavour symmetry to U(1)xSU(N). It is parametrized by the line

gtz = C— 8gA,za ga: < 5, (5?))

col o

with gg and all other bilinear couplings equal to zero. Moreover, since g, g, ., and gz are absent,
each realization of disorder is invariant under time reversal and, consequently, ge is exactly marginal
(see Sec. 111 B). The fixed line we discuss is more correctly a fixed plane (though we will frequently

refer to it only as a line). Referring to Eq. (41), the dynamical critical exponent on this surface is
z=1+c—0ga. (54>

In the presence of both time reversal and the U(1)xSU(2N) flavor symmetry, g.; = 0, the
critical surface has one irrelevant and two marginal directions. It is stable to small variations
in g; . while perturbations in g¢ and g4, are marginal. As we saw in the previous two sections,
these couplings are associated with the spatial components of a conserved current, implying that
their scaling dimensions are non-perturbatively fixed at exactly two when time reversal symmetry
is present. The presence of these symmetries means that we do not expect the stability of the
critical surface to change with the inclusion of higher order diagrams provided N is sufficiently
large. However, it is possible that that it will be reduced to a single critical point. The RG flow
in the (g:.,94.) plane is shown in Fig. 8(a).

When time reversal only holds on average, g5, g,. and gp are allowed to be finite as well.
Disorder coupling to the SU(2/N)-symmetric mass term remains irrelevant, but the scalar potential-
like disorder, g, , and ggp, take the theory into the strong coupling regime, as expected when the

z > 1. The RG flows in the (g, gv..) and (gs, gv..) planes are shown in Figs. 8(b) and 8(c).
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The fixed surface is not stable to perturbations which explicitly break the U(1)xSU(2N) flavour
symmetry of the replicated theory. Fig. 8(d) shows the RG flow in the (g1, g4, 1) plane for g, , = c,
g4 = 0 and indicates that both parameters are relevant. This is true along the entire critical

surface. Conversely, it can also be shown that along the critical line g, ; is irrelevant.

IV. APPLICATION TO THE KAGOME ANTIFERROMAGNET

The large emergent symmetry of the QED3 CFT implies that the currents and the fermion
bilinears which we couple to disorder can be interpreted in a number of ways. Nonetheless, it is
useful to directly relate our model to the microscopic operators of the spin-1/2 kagome Heisenberg
antiferromagnet (N = 2): Hy = J >, S; - S;, where (ij) are nearest-neighbour sites on the
kagome lattice (see Fig. 1). Special attention will be given to the fixed line found in Sec. 111 D.
This section draws heavily from the discussion of Ref. [5], and more details can be found therein.

We begin by reviewing how the CF'T is obtained as the low energy description of the kagome
antiferrormagnet. We start by expressing the spin operators in terms of fermions, S; = % fiTTO'TT’ firts
where o are the three Pauli matrices. This representation reproduces the Hilbert space of the spins
provided it is accompanied by the local constraint »___, | fI fiz = 1. The resulting Hamiltonian,
Hy = —% Z<ij> fiTTf i f jTTfZ-T/ + const., can be approximated by a mean field Hamiltonian Hyp =
— Z(m tij fiTT fj=+H.c., where t;; is chosen so as to minimize the ground state energy while enforcing
the condition ZT:T, . (fir fir) = 1 on average. The mean field ansatz which inserts 7 and zero flux
through the kagome hexagon and triangle plaquettes respectively is found to have a particularly
low energy [3-5]. In this case, the dispersion of Hyr has two Dirac cones per spin at a non-zero
crystal momentum, +@Q [3, 5]. The low energy excitations of Hy are described by expanding
about these two valleys, giving a free Dirac Lagrangian, £p = —ta@1,, where a labels both spin
and valley (the relation between the continuum Dirac spinors, 1,, and the lattice fermions, fi.,
is given in the appendix to Ref. 5). However, since the physical spin operators, S;, are invariant
under local phase rotations, f;; — € fi;, the fermions carry an emergent gauge charge, and,
consequently, the true effective theory of Hy must take gauge fluctuations into account. Provided
monopoles do not the confine the theory, the low energy description of the kagome antiferromagnet
is QED3 and not the free Dirac theory [22-25]. We note that while Hy only had an SU(2) spin

symmetry, QED3 has an emergent SU(4) symmetry under which spin and valley indices are rotated
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into one another.
In order to calculate physical quantities, microscopic observables of the lattice theory must be

associated with continuum operators of QEDj3:
Ai ~ 20404(7‘), (55)
¢

where A; is some function of local operators near the lattice site r, and O,(r) are a set of operators
belonging to the CFT. At long distances, the quantities to the left and right of Eq. (55) must
decay in the same manner. Given A;, the set of operators O, for which ¢, is non-vanishing could
be determined by repeating the steps used to derive QED3 from the Heisenberg model on the
microscopic operators O, [5]. However, it is easier to note that the ¢,’s can be non-zero if and
only if A; and O, transform in the same manner under the action of the microscopic symmetries
of the theory. In particular, the action under time reversal and space group transformations will
be important. The symmetry operations relevant to the kagome antiferromagnet can be found in
Ref. 5.

As discussed in Sec. I B, we only consider disorder coupling to the topological current and the
fermion bilinears. That is, we restrict O, to be either the conserved currents in Egs. (14) and (15),
or the mass-like operators given in Eqgs. (17) and (18). By applying our large-N results to the
N = 2 case, we may be neglecting important types of disorder in the form of monopole operators.

With this caveat in mind, we begin by identifying the singlet mass operator \/%Tvd_}w with the
chiral mass term discussed in Ref. 3. Noting that \/%Tvijw is odd under both parity and time
reversal, it’s not surprising that it can be associated with the scalar spin chirality,

Cssp(ma) = Si(8;x S, (56)
(ijk)en
where & is the position of a triangle in the lattice, and (ijk) are ordered as indicated by the

arrows in Fig. 1. Similarly, the flux disorder operator, JO | transforms in the same way as \/%—N'LEQZJ,

op>
indicating that it can also be associated with Cssp. We conclude that the random fields M(x)
and B(z) in Eq. (23) descend from disorder coupling to Cssp. The renormalization group study
of Secs. III B, II1C, and III D indicates that a randomly varying scalar spin chirality remains a
marginal perturbation to leading order. However, this is not protected by any symmetry and, as
discussed in Sec. III B, higher order diagrams make it relevant.

The spatial components of the topological current are time reversal invariant and transform as

vectors under spatial rotations. The simplest operators invariant under time reversal are the bond
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operators,
P;=5;-8, (57)

where ¢ and j are nearest-neighbours. In order to find the simplest combination of P;;’s which
rotate in the correct fashion, we calculate the irreducible representations governing the bond con-
figurations within a unit cell. Defining

Po()= D, ejPy, Py@)= Y Py,

ij€hex(x) ij€hex(x)

(efj)T: %(2717_17_27_171)7 (ey')T: %(07171’07_17_1)7 (58>

we identity Jg, and Ji,, with P, and P, respectively; these patterns are shown in Fig. 9. This

top
identification along with the results of Sec. III B may then appear to indicate that random bond
disorder, corresponding to a Hamiltonian of the form
Hypg =Y J;Si- S, (59)
ij
is an exactly marginal perturbation to the QEDj3 fixed point when time-reversal is preserved.
However, we will see shortly that this is not the case.
We next express the 15 generators of SU(4) as {¢%, 1/, 01/} where 0% and p/ are commuting

sets of Pauli matrices with o acting on spin and 7 acting on valley indices. Following the notation

of Ref. 5, it’s useful to re-label the operators of Egs. (14) and (17) as

Ji = ' oy, Je = oy, T = iy,
Ny = dp'o"y, Ng = o, N& = dp't) - (60)

Each of these operators can couple to a random field to contribute to an action of the form in
Eq. (23).

In Ref. 5, the microscopic spin operators corresponding to each of the mass operators, N, N&,
and N¢ are identified. We will primarily be interested in N§&. This is a spin triplet and is even
under time reversal. The simplest microscopic operator with this property is the vector chirality
operator C;; = S; x §;, where ¢ and j are nearest-neighbours. The linear combination of C;;’s
within a unit cell which transform in the same way as IN g can be written

Ci(x) = Z Cij, (61)

(ij)€hex(z)
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where the sum is taken around the hexagon at « following the convention in Fig. 1. As we indicated
in Sec. [, C is precisely the DM interaction term.

Similar reasoning suggests that the B-type currents, J g ,(r), correspond to the spin operators
and currents. First, the space group symmetry acts on S; in the same way as it acts on Jpo; in
particular, both S and J g are invariant under spatial rotations and odd under time reversal. It’s
not surprising then that Jp, and Jp, correspond to spin currents. They are both even under
time reversal and are spin triplets. As with IN g, this suggests a linear combination of nearest-

neighbour vector chirality operators, C;, as their natural microscopic counterpart. Like Jo . they

top»
must transform as vectors under spatial rotations, implying that the Cj;’s should correspond to

the Jp; in the same way the F;;’s correspond to thop:

C.(w)= Y  eCy, Cm)= > eCy, (62)
ij€hex(x) ij€hex(x)

xT

where €7

and efj are given in Eq. (58) and shown in Fig. 9. In fact, since we assume that fermion
bilinears and topological currents are the only relevant operators of the CF'T, all disorder coupling
to the C;’s is taken into account by random fields coupling to N g, Jp 4, and Jp,. In particular,
modulo the caveats we have already discussed, the low energy theory of the kagome AF with weak

disorder of the form

HpM =Y "Mz 8, x S, (63)
(i)

where J}?M are sufficiently weak random variables, should be described by fixed line of Sec. I11 D.

Unlike N g, the remaining two mass bilinears in Eq. (60) carry valley indices. The bilinear
N, represents a set of three spin triplets and is odd under time reversal. Focusing on the z
component in spin space, Ni{z, three magnetic ordering patterns can be identified, each with a
crystal momentum at a different M point in the Brillouin zone. Under rotations about the z-axis,
the Ni’z’s transform into one another. Disorder resulting from magnetic defects could couple to
bilinears of this form, but the fixed line resulting in Sec. III D is particularly unlikely to occur.
Except in cases of extreme anisotropy, we do not expect disorder to exclusively couple to a single
momentum channel.

Similarly considerations hold for N¢. These operators are spin singlets and, like thop, can be
associated with bond ordering patterns P,; (3, 5]. In this case, two 3-dimensional irreducible rep-

resentations of bonds transforming in the same way as N/, are identified, and, again, each ordering
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(a) Current in z-direction. (b) Current in y-direction.

FIG. 9: Bond ordering of bond order and vector chirality operators corresponding to the
topological currents, thop, and the spin currents Jg,’j (r) in the z and y directions respectively.
Our convention is that in C;; = §; x S, the ith site points towards the jth. The double arrows
in (a) identify the bonds which are weighted twice as strongly as others, while the absence of

arrows on the horizonal bonds in (b) implies that they do not contribute at all.

pattern within an irreducible representation is distinguished by having a crystal momentum at one
of the three M points. It follows that perturbing Hy by given a generic random bond Hamiltonian

Hggp in the UV results in finite disorder strengths for Nj, Jgi, as well as J! . The appropriate

top*
form of disorder is not the the SU(2/N) symmetric case of Sec. 111 B, but rather the situation dis-
cussed in Sec. I11 C. We therefore conclude that the kagome antiferromagnet is unstable to generic
random bond disorder.

Finally, the same arguments hold for the microscopic analogues of Ji{flu and ‘]é‘, -

V. FLAVOR CONDUCTIVITY

The flavor conductivity is a universal observable of the CFT; for the case of the kagome anti-
ferromagnet, this conductivity is interpreted as a spin conductivity. By the usual arguments, we
expect this conductivity to also be a universal observable along the fixed line with U(1)xSU(N)
symmetry found in Sec. [I1I D. Because of the presence of continuously variable critical exponents
along this line, we also anticipate the flavor conductivity to be continuously variable.

The flavor conductivity is determined by the two point correlators at zero external momentum

28



B, T, o V,S,B

q+p
(a)
q+k
o, Ty & E o, Ty & B
(b) (c)
z,] . q+k
q+p q+k+p Z,] Z,]
w7, & k Vysaﬁ W, T, o
q ‘ q+k
Z7j
(d) ()
q+p - qg+k+p
w,r, & V,S,B w,r, &
q pt q+k
() (8)

FIG. 10: Diagrams which contribute to the current-current correlator.
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of the following currents:
T2a(p) = Wo™ Ty Y(p), Jou(p) = 0Ty P(p), Ji.(p) = o™ Ty b(p) = ipa" Ty (p). (64)

In particular, we calculate the optical conductivity, valid for frequencies greater than the tem-
perature 7', allowing us to evaluate these correlators at zero temperature. The diagrams which
contribute to O(g:.., g4, 1/2N) are shown in Fig. 10. To this order, a non-zero ge¢ will not con-
tribute.

We recall from the discussion of Sec. II B that the dimensions of the spatial currents JZ (z,7)
and JZ (x,7) are fixed at 1 + 2z and, therefore, their correlators contain no divergences at zero
external momentum. Moreover, an inspection of the diagrams in Appendix D shows that the
scaling dimensions of J7, remain unaltered to the order we are considering. Appendix I outlines
how Figs. 10(a) to 10(e) are calculated, and also verifies that counter term diagrams do not
contribute. The photon diagrams, Figs. 10(f) and 10(g), are determined in Ref. [38]. Combining

these results, we find

(J2a(P0) T2 (=p0)) = (J5u(Po) T3 (—D0))

1 a
= 5ab |p0| { - 1_6 - ﬁ + ant,z + aE(gt,z + 2g.A,z)}
1 Ay
= dap [Po| § — 6 2N + c(ay + ax) — (8ay + 6ax)ga - (65)
and
x x 1 a'Y
<JLa(p0)JLb(_p0)> = Oab |P0| - E - ﬁ —aygs. + az(gt,z + QQA,Z)

1 a
= 5ab ’p0| { B — + C(—av -+ az) -+ (8&\/ — 6&2)9A,z} (66)

where avy, ay;, and a,, are derived from Figs. 10(b) and 10(c), Figs. 10(d) and 10(e), and Figs. 10(f)

and 10(g) respectively. The two disorder contributions are equal,

1
Qdis = Ay = a4y = 067’ (67)
and the photon contribution is [38]
>
=1 0.0370767 — . 68
i ( 187T2> (68)
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From the Kubo formula, it follows that the conductivities are

1 a
0.(0) = 04(0) = 67 ﬁ — 2aqis(¢c — Tga.z2),
1 (y
— — 1+ 9. .
OL(O) 16 IN AdisG A,z (69)

In both flavor channels, disorder suppresses the conductivity and, except when g4 . = ¢/8, and
gt.» = 0, the singlet and spin-z channels are affected more strongly. This is physically reasonable

since we naturally expect transport in channels coupling directly to disorder to decrease the most.

VI. CONCLUSION

This paper examined the influence of quenched disorder on the 2+1 dimensional CFT of 2N
massless two-component Dirac fermions coupled to a U(1) field. The existence of this CFT can
be established for sufficiently large NV by the 1/N expansion, and we combined the 1/N expansion
with a weak disorder expansion.

For generic disorder, our renormalization group analysis shows a flow to strong coupling, and
so we were unable to determine the fate of the theory. However, if we restrict the disorder to obey
certain global symmetries, then we were able to obtain controlled results.

For disorder respecting time reversal and the full SU(2/N) flavor symmetry of the CFT, we found
in Sec. [1I B that all allowed disorder perturbations were marginal to the order we considered. Such
a result does not apply to the CFT of 2N free Dirac fermions: in that case, disorder coupling to a
randomly varying chemical potential leads to a flow to strong coupling [28]. However, once disorder
is allowed to break time reversal, we again find a runaway flow towards strong disorder, albeit at
a higher order in perturbation theory.

Our main results, in Sec. 11 D, concerned the case in which disorder respects time-reversal and
U(1)xSU(N) symmetry. In this case, to leading order in 1/N, we found a non-trivial fixed line with
both interactions and disorder. This fixed line had continuously varying exponents, in particular
a dynamic critical exponent z > 1. It also had a continuously varying, but cutoff independent,
flavor conductivity.

We also discussed the possible relevance of our results to the spin-1/2 kagome lattice antifer-
romagnet. In this case, the U(1) x SU(N) symmetric disorder corresponds to a randomly varying

Dzyaloshinkii-Moriya field, as we described in Secs. [ and IV.
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Appendix A: General non-abelian subgroup of SU(2N)

In this appendix, we briefly discuss the RG flow which results upon breaking the flavor symmetry
from SU(2N)— GxSU(2N)/G, where G is a continuous non-abelian subgroup of SU(2N). The

most general form the disorder could take is
S [, ] = /ddx dr {Mf(az)@Taw(x, T) + z'Ajg»a(ai)T“”ij(a:, 7) + VI (2) Ty %(z, 7) (A1)

where T are the generators of G. Averaging over disorder, we assume

MEEMI() = - M b ), Mg () A () = 0,
19 G o 1A d / G o

AG () AG () = PRy — ), MI@VE) =0,
VI@VE@) = P50 — o), A () VE () = 0. (A2)

We can study this theory in the same way we did in Secs. [I B and Il A. The Feynman rules will
be analogous to those shown in Fig. 3.

From the calculations in Appendix C, we see that only the diagrams in Figs. 12(a) and 12(b),
and Figs. 13(a) and 13(b) contribute to the renormalization of A 4. In particular, letting I' 4 be the
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vertex function whose spinor indices are proportional to i7/ ® ivy;, we find

Luiy! © i) = ——— (A + 40+ 22) v/ @, 3 [T°T? 0 TT" = T*T" & T'7]

4re
ab

(N +AN + X)) iy @iy Y [T T @ [T T

ab

_ b (A 4N+ X)) iy ® iy, Z T @ T (A3)

~ 8re

8me

where we've used the fact that

Z [Ta,Tb} ® [Ta,Tb} _ Zifabc ifadeC ® Td _ chch ® Td _ ZTa ®T°, (A4)
cd a

ab abed

where f®¢ are the structure constants of the algebra. It follows that

mha=— (A +4NG+ D). (A5)

Appendix B: Fermion self-energy

In this section, we calculate the fermion self-energy diagrams given in Fig. 5.

Self-energy contribution from photon: Fig. 5(a)

16 dq . L i(p+ V. O
Fig. 5(a) = —pu~ ¢ 2/ e iny” 2 B1
T (2m)P p+q9? g B
Using the identity
1 1 1— n—1
_ / g — "ML= - (B2)
AB" Jy  [A+ (B - A)]
and the fact that y#*y, = (20" — v*y*) vy, = —(D — 2)7*, we write
(D —2)16p g dPq (! 1 1—
Fig. 5(a) — i )16p~g e / ¢ / I G+ ( x)pu3/2
2N @m)P Jo  2VT—2 (@2 + 2(1 — 2)p?]
= —iy! L + finite (B3)
G 3m2(2N)e '
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Self-energy contribution from singlet mass disorder: Fig. 5(b)

:'g/ dq i[(q+p)iv' + poy"]
°J) @em)d (¢+p)?+ P

= —ipoy° <%> + finite. (B4)

Self-energy contribution from SU(2) mass disorder: Fig. 5(c)

The contribution from the SU(2) mass disorder is the same, since the Pauli matrices square to

the identity:

- oo [ 474 ilg+p)" . o (ke .
Fig. 5(c) = gra0% / om)P 27r5(q0)W = —ipoy (2—m) + finite. (B5)
Self-energy contribution from scalar potential disorder: Fig. 5(d)
d"q i(q +p)ar” g
Fig. 5(d) = ~gua | 9—5270(a0)ir" S i = —ipgy® (222) + finite.  (B6
ig. 5(d) G, / om)P 70(qo )iy PETE iy oy \ 5 + finite (B6)
Self-energy contribution from vector potential disorder: Fig. 5(e)
. d"q il +p)ar”, o (9Aa .
Fig. 5(e) = g4 / WQW(S((]O)WJWWJ» = —ipoy <7r_e> + finite. (B7)

Appendix C: Diagrams without flavor indices

Since the spinor and flavor structure of the interactions factor, it’s convenient to first calcu-
late the diagrams which correct the four-point interaction without reference to the fermion flavor
indices. We denote these generalized vertices with the Feynman graphs shown in Fig. 11. The
set of diagrams with only internal mass-like disorder and photon lines is shown in Fig. 12, while
diagrams with only gauge-like disorder and photon lines are shown in Fig. 13. Finally, Fig. 14 lists
those diagrams which have contributions from both mass and gauge-like disorder. While there are

many repetitions, all integrals have been included for completeness.
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—_———
q E = 27'('(5((]0) []]‘]ab []l]cd q = 2775(q0) [Z'/Yu]ab [Z.fyu]cd
—>—:—>—
d, m cm d7 m 1% 6 m

FIG. 11: Feynman rules for diagrams without flavor indices. a, b, ¢, d on the graphs label the
spinor indices, and ¢ and m label the replica indices. The vertex on the left describes mass-like
disorders, such as M,(r) and M, ,(r), and the diagram on the right corresponds to the SU(2)

scalar and vector potential disorder, V,(r), and A; ().

o o et —
o o 0 % o o
(a) ¥ @75 (~¢) (b) v/ ®7; (12) (c) 1®1 (5) () 11 (g)
1 ud RG
D —— S—
] ] -]
I iy ?u
2 2
(e) Convergent (f) Convergent (g)lel (—%) (h)1®1l (—%)
— — —————— —_———
ﬁ ﬁ S SN
v 1 v p 1 1
4 4
Hlel (%) il (%) (k) Cancels Fig. 12(1) (1) Cancels Fig. 12(k)

FIG. 12: 4-point diagrams with photon and mass-like disorder internal lines. Below each
diagram, the divergent piece, if present, is given. (The factor of 27d(qy) has been been

suppressed for simplicity.)
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v H v 1%
v m " v

_Z"yj@’}/j, (,UJ,V):(O,O),(]{Z,E) Z‘7j®7ja (M,I/):(0,0),(/{?,E)
(@) (&) b) () )
191-9"®9% (u,v)=(0,0),(¢0) 191+1°®9°% (n,v)=(0,0),(£0)
H v I
# ﬁ
v v v o
(c) 2m(po)y° @10 (i) (d) 27m(po)y° ®1° (5L) (e) Convergent
¢ GHO [ §v0 4 Z 51/] x 0 |:_5,M0 + Zj 5#]}
w v
2
(f) 2w6 (po)y* & y* (—%) (g) 273 (po)y* ® ’y“ S(gzN) (h) Convergent
p 1 1 1
%u iz iz %u
(i) Vanishes (j) Vanishes (k) Cancels Fig. 13(1) (1) Cancels Fig. 13(k)

FIG. 13: 4-point diagrams with photon and gauge-like disorder internal lines. Below each
diagram, the divergent piece, if present, is given. (The factor of 2wd(gp) has been been

suppressed for simplicity.)
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(g) Cancels Fig. 14(h)  (h) Cancels Fig. 14(g) (i) tr[0y)] Zv (:&) () tr (0] Lo (1)
><(2—5Mj)]1®]1 X(Q—(Suj)]l@]l

FIG. 14: 4-point diagrams with both mass-like and gauge-like disorder internal lines. Below each
diagram, the divergent piece, if present, is given. (The factor of 27d(qy) has been been
suppressed for simplicity.) The tr [Of] term in Figs. 14(i) and 14(j) indicates that once the

action on the flavour indices has been specified, a trace over this operator should be taken.

1. Diagrams with mass-type disorder and photon lines: Fig: 12

In this section, we evaluate the diagrams with only internal mass disorder and photon lines.

These are listed in Fig: 12.
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Two internal mass lines, no crossing: Fig. 12(a)

. _. [ dPq i[=q—p),7v* _ ilg+p)s)”
Fig. 12(a) = 6/ 276(qo)2m6(qo + — ®
g ( ) H (27T)D (QO) (QO pO) (q+p)2 <q+p)2
d’q / b q*/2
— 2 —€ [ d J ® .
e / enl o T T Ve e — o
~ 1
= 2m(po)y’ ®; (_4_7re) -+ finite. (C1)

Two internal mass lines, with crossing: Fig. 12(b)

d"q iga® _ (g +p)sy”
Fig. 12(b) = u ¢ | ——=27d(qp)276
1g ( ) H / (27T)D ™ (qo) m (qO +p0> q2 ® (q +p)2
. 1 _
= 21 (po)Y’ ® i <R> + finite. (C2)
Vertex correction from disorder: Figs. 12(c) and 12(d)
d"q igay (¢ —D)s7"°
Fig. 12(c) = p~ ¢ 276(qo)2md 1
1g (C) 2 / (27T)D ™ (QO> m (pO) q2 (q _p)g ®
. 'Yj ® v / ddq /1 q2 ‘
=2m — dx ® 1 + finite
(p()) ILL |: 2 (27T)d 0 [q2 + I(l . I)p2]2
1
=2m(py) 1 ® 1 (—) + finite. (C3)
2me
The other vertex gives the same correction:
1
Fig. 12(d) = 2n(pp) 1 ® 1 <2—> + finite. (C4)
e
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One internal gauge-like disorder line and one photon line: Figs. 12(e) and 12(f)

The diagrams are both convergent. We see this by writing

—€ 2 D _ o y B
. p=g? [ dPk 1o (mikay®) . ik 4+ @)sy
Fig. 12(e) = 278 (ko) — i7" p
i 12(e) = 58 | @mp 2m0Wh) g T @ T e
—€ 2 d
_ WYy dkv“va@)%%';
2N J (2m)? k| (g5 + k2)
= finite, (C5)

where we have assumed that ¢ = (go,0). The same reasoning shows that Fig. 12(f) is convergent

as well.

Vertex correction from photon: Figs. 12(g) and 12(h)

160g" [ d% . 167" il +p)mﬂmi ® 1
2N (2m)P >  (q+p)? 4]

Fig. 12(g) = 27m6(po)

—€ 2 1
= 2o Lyt ot [ [T e L
=276(py)l ® 1 (_%) + finite. (C6)
Similarly,
Fig. 12(h) = 2m0(po)1 ® 1 (—224—‘92> + finite. (C7)
T2(2N)e

Internal fermion loop with two photon legs: Figs. 12(i) and 12(j)

Because of the sum over N in the internal fermion loop, several two-loop diagrams contribute
to the order in perturbation theory we are considering. Since the frequency d-function which
renormalizes disorder must come entirely from the single disorder leg in Figs. 12(i) and 12(j), we can
determine the divergence by sending zero (spatial) momentum through this diagram. Therefore,

it becomes easier to first calculate the vertices shown in Figs. 12(i) and 12(j).
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q+k oco0o0 YY) q+k

)
FIG. 15: Fermion loop subdiagrams which appear in the O(gg, ge/2N) bilinear counter terms.

We have

—€ 2 D : a g B8 y _ P
. wg d”q | igay™igey” . ,i(q — k)4
Fig. 15(a) = ——2 9 t z
ig 15(a) 2N / (2m)P r{ e ¢ (g —k)?

. dPq 4aqs(q — k)

w8 | @t ey

N dPq (q—k) N dPq [* 2eMP(1 — x)k
— 2 e 2 ,uzzp/ P - _ € 2/_/ d 14 CS
W | e ea—kE = P eop fy Tiprsa—aper P

We note that since the photons are diagonal in flavour space, the mass disorder in the loop must
also be diagonal. It follows that this diagram will only contribute to disorder coupling to the

singlet mass operator, ¢7), and, for this reason, we have taken the flavour trace to be 2N. The full

diagram is then

1 dPk . i(k+p)ey? . ,(16) dq ! 2emP(1 — x)k
Fig. 12(1) = =276 1 265/ v ol om / /d L
te. 1200) = =2l © 0% [ omp ™ " er e e ) @0 Jy M r e ok

(C9)
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We set p = 0 and use an IR cutoff. Then, we can take k,k, — 50p/€2/d and

i, L, 4
_6_17 YV € = C_ﬂ YA€ M/\GUW =1L (C10)

Inserting this into the expression above, we find

11—z
¢+ z(1 — z)k?)?

Fig. 12(1) = —2m6(po)1 ® 1 - 2(16)°p —262N/ / dPk dD) -

B 164* )

For the second diagram, we calculate the vertex in Fig. 15(b).

B ; p
' 1Y 157y Z(q—i-k:) L
Fig. 15(b) = 2N/ [ 2 o e k;2 iy (C12)

This is identical to Eq. (C8) except with k — —k and p > v:

dq ! 2¢"P(1 — x)k
Fi.15b:—62/—/d:c P = Fig. 15(a). C13
g 15(b) =4g @mP Jo [+ 2(1 - 2)k?)? 8- 15(a) (C13)
It follows that
Fig. 12() = Fig. 120) = 200 (po)1 © 1 [ —22) 1 fnit (C14)
1g. 1g. T0(Po 22N nite

Internal fermion loop with one photon and one disorder line: Figs. 12(k) and 12(1)

As above, we approach the two-loop diagrams by first calculating the relevant fermion loop

vertices, shown in Figs. 15(c) and 15(d). We have

—€/2 2 D ; o B (0 — o
. g d”q . [iga"igsy” . i(q — K)o
Fig. 15(c) = — tr [O t " C15
‘g 10le) = ="yt f”/ (2m)P { R Py (C18)

Here, we leave the flavour index behaviour of the vertices arbitrary by letting Oy be a general

2N x 2N Hermitian matrix. Similarly

—€e/2 2 dD . k o . 8 - o
: _ Mg q . [ilg+k)ey . iqs7" iqay
Fig. 15(d) = oI tr [Oﬂ]/ (QW)Dtr { TEE iy PR (C16)

Taking ¢ — —q and noting that tr[y7y#7%72] = tr[y*y?y#~], this becomes

—€/2 2 dP i~ GaanyP (g — k) .~°
N | q . gy igey” . Jila -k . .
Flg. 10(d) = Wtr [Ofl]/ (27T)Dtr |: q2 q2 Z’y“ (q — k)? :| = —Flg 10(C). (Cl7>

It follows that the divergences in Figs. 12(k) and 12(1) cancel.
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2. Diagrams with gauge-like disorder and photon lines: Fig. 13

Two internal gauge-like disorder lines, no crossing: Fig. 13(a)

: 1 j UV v 1 :
Fig. 13(a) = 27r(p0)§ Z Vi’ @ Ay <_2_7T€) + finite
J

=2V @y, (1) =1(0,0)
= 27(po) (4%6) 1®1-7"®4° (uv)=1(0,0),(¢0) + finite (C18)

_Z]"Yj@’}/jv (”7y):(€>k)

Two internal gauge-like disorder lines, with crossing: Fig. 13(b)

e

1 . 1
Fig. 13(b) = 27(po) > Yy @ vyt ( 5 ) + finite
J

Zj/yj@'yj? (M?V):(QO)
= 27 (po) (ﬁ) 101+~1°®4° (uv)=(0,0),(¢,0) + finite (C19)
Zj '7j @ Vs (ﬂ? V) = (k’@

Vertex correction from gauge-like disorder: Figs. 13(c) and 13(d)

' dP gy ila—plgy”
Fig. 13(c) = /—qZ7r5(q0)2775(p0)w” doy it | by Y @ iy,

(2m)P q* (¢ —p)?
1 ddq /1 q2 :| )
:2 — d Vj“‘y®u+ﬁ.t
m(po) [ 2 / (2m)4 J, ! [¢* + z(1 — x)p2]2 TS HIve
0 (1, v) = (£,0), (4, k)
1 .
= 2m(po) (ﬁ) Y@ (mv) = (0,0) + finite
Yo (wv)=(0,0)

1
= 27(po)y° ® 7° <ﬁ) o0

50+ ) 5”1 (C20)
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The other vertex gives the same correction:

—§HO ¢ Z SHI

J

Fig. 13(d) = 27 (po)7° @ 7° (i) 50 + finite (C21)

One internal gauge-like disorder line and one photon line: Figs. 13(e) and 13(h)

This situation is identical to the one in Eq. (C5) except for some 7 matrices: both Fig. 13(e)
and 13(h) are finite.

Vertex correction from photon: Figs. 13(f) and 15(g)

. 16u . zqav ilg+ppy”. 1
Fig. 13(f) = 270 (po) / it T
0= ’ Z (¢+p)?* "4l
d"q [ — a3 = (1 = T)paps
= 27(po) Qi ®v“/ / FV1
0 Z (27T)D 0 [q + .I'(l x)p2]5/2
i 8g° .
= 27’(’5(]?0)’}/ ® Y —m + finite. (022)
Similarly,
Fig. 13(g) = 27 (po)y" @ +* —L + finite. (C23)
3m2(2N)e

Internal fermion loop with one disorder and two photon legs: Figs. 13(i) and 13(j)

None of the gauge-like disorder terms are diagonal in the flavour indices. As we remarked above,
this is because the global U(1) current has scaling dimension 3, making it extremely irrelevant.
Therefore, the gauge-like disorder in Figs. 13(i) and 13(j) inserts an 2N x 2N traceless Hermitian

matrix into the fermion loop. Upon taking the trace, both vanish.
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Internal fermion loops with two disorder and one photon leg: Figs. 13(k) and 13(1)

As we did for the two loop diagrams with mass-like disorder above, we first calculate the fermion

loop vertices. The vertices relevant to our diagrams are shown in Figs. 15(e) and 15(f). We have

—6/2 D ; B y e’ ) _ P
. w%g dq  [igey” . Ligay™ . Li(qg— k)P U]
Fig. 15(e) = ——=tr |O / tr[ T 1 7
g ( ) /—2N [ fl] (27T)D q2 8 q2 Y (q — k)Q
—€/2 dP —k
p g q oo o1 9a8(q — K)o
-2 410 / B P oI NC ek CAS SR 24
Non (O] 2m)? (VAP A ] CEEEE (C24)

where Oy; is the matrix in flavour space coming from disorder vertices. Similarly, reversing the

direction of the fermion loop, we have

—€/2 dp ; a ; B ; k) ~P

. p g q . i ige0” . silg+ k),
Fig. 15(f) = -2 2 [0 t Z

e 150) ==y vl fl]/(sz)r{ e gk

p g dPq 5 Gas(q+ K)o
= <tr|O — Y APV 2222 77 25
van | ﬂ]/(%)Drhvfmvv]((f)?(ﬁk)? (29

Noting that
tr [y 12 eyt = (=1) e [yt ] (C26)

and taking ¢ — —¢q, we have

—€/2 dP —k
3 = ,LL ﬂ q v o (6% qaq q o . =
Fig. 15(f) = —Wtr [Ofl]/Wtr [’Y VYA Ay } m = —Fig. 15(e).  (C27)

We conclude that Figs. 13(k) and 13(1) cancel one another.

3. Both potential and mass disorder diagrams: Fig. 14

One internal mass-like and gauge-like disorder lines, no crossing: Fig. 1/(a)

. dPq Li=d o uilg+p)sy”
_ o [e% pm_\Nt - /e
Fig. 14(a) /—(27T)D27T5(QO)27T5 (¢ +p) iv T2 ® vy (q+p)?

] R Y ddq 1 q2
= 270 D KAt ® Had . Lj/ / dx -+ finite
(Po)Y" " @ Yy 2 ) @ )y Tl 0P

, 1 .
= 21 (po) ZJ: Y @41 (R) o finite
1\ =27 ®%,  w=0
~2r0m) (1 27O (c28)

M/ l1e1-109, u=t
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One internal mass-like and gauge-like disorder lines, with crossing: Fig. 1/(b)

- . 1
Fig. 14(b) = —27d(po) 27”73 QY v, (—) + finite

4de
J
—27r(5(p)( 1 ) =327 ® =0, (C20)
_ o) [ ——
4e
—1®1-7"®7", p=1{

Mass disorder vertex correction from potential disorder: Figs. 1/(c) and 14(d)

Fig. 14(c) = 2m(py) 1 @ 1 (—%) + finite (C30)
e
and
Fig. 14(d) = 27(py) 1 ® 1 (—QL) + finite (C31)
e

Potential disorder vertex correction from mass disorder: Figs. 1/(e) and 1/(f)

, dP 07" ila—plgr’
Fig. 14(e) —/—q27r5(q0)2ﬂ5(p0)2q 7 iyt | ls @ 1Yy

(2m)P ¢ (¢ —p)?
1 ddq /1 q2 )
=27 = dx Iyfy; @ v + finite
(#o) [2 / e o Ve rai—apPl T
1
= 27(po) 0"’ @ 4° <—> + finite (C32)
2me
Similarly,
1
Fig. 14(f) = 276(po)0"°7" @ 4* (2—> + finite (C33)
e
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Internal fermion loop with internal gauge and photon legs: Figs. 1/(g) and 1/(h)

In order to calculate Figs. 14(g) and 14(h), we being by determining the subdiagrams in
Figs. 15(g) and 15(h):

—¢/2 av 00" . L igsY? . Li(g — k)
L p?g q . [ig." . igs7” . (g — ko
Fig. 1509 = =4 Zuwlog) [ e [ i

(C34)

where Oy, is the matrix in flavour space resulting from disorder vertices. Similarly, the other

diagram gives

—€/2 dD . o . 8 . k -
Fig. 15(h) = — 2 —Ztr[0y)] / : q . [zqa’y o 1957 Wz(qu )oY }

VoN 2m)P q? q? (g + k)2
—¢/2 dP 0. L igsY? . L i(g — k)e”
g q . [igay™ . Ligey” . Li(qg — k) .
=0 _Jy t p — _Fig. 15
N r [(’)ﬂ]/ am)P r [ 7 iy 2 iy (= k2 ] Fig. 15(h)  (C35)

where in the last line we took ¢ — —q. It follows that these diagrams cancel with each other.

Internal fermion loop with internal mass and gauge disorder and photon lines: Figs. 1/ (i) and 14(j)

We start by evaluating the fermion loop vertices in Figs. 15(i) and 15(j). Actually, it’s not
difficult to see that up to the photon vertex coupling, ¢/ 2g9/V/2N, these diagrams are identical
to the vertices in Figs. 15(a) and 15(b), determined in Egs. (C8) and (C13):

Fig. 15(i) = Fig. 15(j)

—¢/2 D 1 2eMvr(1 —
" f%r[oﬂ]/(d—q/ o L2k, (C36)
0 q

V2N

Proceeding as we did for this case, we have

Fig. 14(i) = Fig. 14(j)

—€ 2 D . o D 1
- wg d”k ke 16 / d”q / 2eMP(1 — x)k,
= 27r5(p0)1®—2N tr [Oﬂ]/—(27r)D27T5(k0)w 2 7 2n7 |, d:p[
32:“’_652
dik dPq [* 6707 1 1—z
X dx (—i)V' Y€, —— — C37
/(27‘(‘)d / (ZW)D\/O' I( Z)’Y e 6;1 p d |k’| [qz —f—m(l —1’)]{}2]2 ( )
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where tr [Oy] indicates that, in order to allow disorder vertices which are off-diagonal in the flavour
indices, we have not yet explicitly taken the trace over the flavours. Moreover, we sum over v, o,

and p but not p. With this in mind, we note

i V.o j 1 vy 1 j
— 3 D Y w50 = 2 D e P euma’ = < (d—4)) 1. (C38)
oprj vAj
Performing the ¢, k, and = integrals, we obtain,
Fig. 14(i) = Fig. 14(j)
g (1 :
=271(po)1 ® 1tr [Oy] oN (4_7re) (2 —6,;) + finite

216 (po)tr (O] )]l®]l, =0,

(C39)

G

2md(po)tr (O] 5

Appendix D: 4-point diagrams contributing to fermion bilinear counter terms

The diagrams which contribute to the g-functions at O(gg, ge/N) are shown in Fig. 6 and in
Tables. I through III. The divergences are based on the integrals determined in Sec. C and only

7

diagrams which do not vanish are shown. The label “n;” indicates the degeneracy of the diagram
or else the existence of a diagram with a nearly identical form.

Some of the diagrams result in divergences proportional to [y* ® v#] [1 ® 1] and would appear
to imply that disorder coupling to the U(1) gauge current J* is generated. While counter terms are

technically required to render the theory finite, we emphasize that it is not necessary to consider

them since J* already has a large scaling dimension at the QEDj fixed point.

Appendix E: Diagrams renormalizing flux disorder, g¢ and ggp

The renormalization of g¢ and gg result from terms in the photon self-energy which are propor-
tional to 2wd(pg). It follows that the usual 1/2N corrections to the photon propagator, like shown
in Fig. 16(a), do not renormalize the flux disorder.

In order to renormalize g¢ and gz we must have a disorder line going through the middle. This
would allow a diagram like that shown in Fig. 16(b). The trace over fermion flavours means that

the only disorder we could place between the two loops is the singlet mass-like disorder, with

A7



diagram \nd‘divergence H diagram ‘nd‘divergence

a b ) a b A
- S (L) {—5‘”’ [V enliel] e S (2 ) {5‘”’ [V ev]lel]
n n 1 N 1
o . + 3 [ [V @] [oe ® o] } B N + 3|2 [v7 @ 5] [oe ® o] }
a b b a
b,?5 b I ©
e
1 25,2 (e~ Syen) 1910 Bod] SREIE S LERILES
D - D S
a a
a a
—D-n—b—?—b- >
s a : \Y s a .
i1, | PO el e W |2 [T el oel
DN . el e
a a
a ”=\\ a 2=\
: ARC SR 2 2|5, (e e 1] 0]
> ————
a
b, ? b,j a,i

| BS
/
|

|

» Zab (%) ZC |€abc| ['Yj ®'yj} [Uc ®Uc] X: Zab (M) Z ‘eabc| ’Y] ®’YJ] [Uc ®O’c]
1 1
| (-2 ) wenlne . | s (B mewlne

Y

o
<
RS
~
8
~
sl
<

Y=

|
o
()
S
(e

a,0 9 2 (*g;i:) (2911.,(1 -2 gv,b)

. 2
a,j 1 Z ( 1694, a8 > 'Yj ® ;i [Oa ® Ua]
s ) | : x [1* @] [0* ® o]

|

| /
8 LI\
=} lv

b,0 a,0 b,0 a,0
1 Z(Lb g'“;f: -2 Z:C |Eabc‘ [’Y] ®PYJ] [UC ® GC] :( > ( > 1 Zab g'”:ﬂg:«b Zc }eabc| [PYJ ® A/j] [UC ® UC]
+2 (12?)[7J®7.7} [1e1] :) - ): +X, 4‘%?)[%@77} [1®1]
a,U b70 b,O a,O

M d p 1% b,j b,j
2‘]1) a
2
()a,O 2 Za, (_ ;f%é?ii) [,yo ® 70} [O.a ® Ua} ()a,[) 9 Za ( ) ( 9A,a Zb QA,b)
- - - - < [7° ®7][U ® 7a]
a,0 a,0

TABLE I: Feynman diagrams which determine the bilinear counter terms.
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TABLE II: Feynman diagrams which determine the bilinear counter terms.
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| diagram |ng|divergence | diagram [ng|divergence

Za gt,aTiA,a {_ []1 ® ]l} [-ﬂ ® 1]
b a,j o o aJ o7
- 1®1 29¢t,a
N , [ ®]1e ]} . 5 |Za (— o, )(2gA,a—EbgA,b)
. - b +Eabwzcleabc|{_m®l} [0C®UC] —P—:—P— X[1®ﬂ] [0’a®0'a]
a,j b
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———— —_—
.b 401 0ga ug? o b 49t.09v,a8”
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o a, j < a,0
n a,j H a,0

TABLE III: Feynman diagrams which determine the bilinear counter terms.

(a) (b)

FIG. 16: Diagrams which enter into the photon self-energy at leading order. (a) will not

renormalize the disorder and (b) vanishes.

coupling gs. This diagram is O(2Ng,) ~ O(1) and so thankfully it vanishes:

dP qay® i 8 APk [ikey” i(k 0
Fig. 16(b) :27r5(p0)2N,u_2€g295/ 9ty {Zq 1" ilg + )iy zﬂ/ tr [Z 7 ikt Py

Cm)P | ¢ (q+p? 1) @Cm)P | B (k+p)?
7e(p) (p)
(E1)
where
I(p) = —itr [y*7"y"] / - / st (E2)
(2m)P J, (2 + 2(1 — 2)p?]?

We next consider the situation with two internal disorder lines. These lines must go between
the two bubbles otherwise they will be cancelled by a vertex or a field strength renormalization
and will not lead to a renormalization of the flux disorder. Furthermore, one of the internal lines

must correspond to a flux disorder interaction since otherwise the divergence will be cancelled by
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FIG. 17: Diagrams which renormalize the flux disorder at O(ge, g¢/2N). Depending on whether

the internal indices are (o, p) = (0,0) or (7, 7), the coupling constant are —gp or gg¢ respectively.

one of the bilinear disorder counter terms we determined in the previous two sections. This leaves
the diagrams with one internal disorder line coupling to the topological current and one to the
mass since all other bilinear disorder types will vanish upon tracing over the flavour indices. These
diagrams are shown in Fig. 17. Depending on whether the internal indices (o, p) are (0,0) or (i, 7)
the diagrams are proportional to —g?g.gs or g*gsge respectively. They therefore contribute at the
same order as the diagrams in the previous two sections. We note that diagrams which two internal
flux disorder lines appear at a order in g¢ and 1/2N.

Ignoring coupling constants for the moment, for any give u,v, o, and p, it’s easy to check that

the four diagrams being added in Fig. 17 all have the same value. Therefore, their sum is equal to

d’k [ dPq dPL kok
: A _1)2 2 _ _ o7
Fig. 17 = 4(—1)*(16) / 57 / )P (%)D%(S(ko)%é( ko + po) (5@ 7 >
107" Ui(q+k)ﬁi(q+p)wA1 {i(€+p)w”i(5+k)ﬂ'. Silay® ,,} (E3)

2 gt k2 (g+p) (q+p)? (+k2 e "

X tr {ify
Noting that

(N i+ K ilay® il i+ ) (L p)ay™
Y| =t iy , E4
[ Grpr ErRe e ST e e g |0 Y

we define a function

dPq Go(q +k)s(q +p)x
Fro(k, _/ Lty [Ty BN 22 : E5
(5:p) (2m)P ] ¢*(q + k)?(q + p)? (E5)
It follows that
Fig. 17 = 4(16)? - 2m4( )/dd—k}““”(k )FP(k,p) (6 _oko ). (E6)
g. - To\Po (27T>d P P op 2

By dimensional analysis and gauge invariance, we know that any divergence arising from the sum

of these diagrams must take the form
1 — KV,0p 2 pupu .
Fig. 17=C X 21 (po)p (5uv — ) + finite (ET)

p2
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where C*"?? is a constant proportional to 1/e. It follows that our problem can be significantly
simplified by differentiating twice with respect to p, setting it to zero, and using a cuttoff ur to

regulate the IR divergence. That is

CHrop — 4(16)2 / % (60,; _ k;_’;ﬂ) ain [}‘,uo(k,’ O)fyp(k7 0)] , (E8)

up to finite pieces. Noting that we should only differentiate with respect to p? = p? + pz, since
po = 0, we have
82 o v, 1 j o TV o 9J v o 9j TV,
e [F7 (k, 0)F (k, 0)] = o > (0,0 FrF e + FrO 0 F 4 20, F1 P F) (E9)
J
where 0; = 0/0p;.
We start by finding F*(k,0):
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Here, we have set D = 3 since the integral is finite; we will continue to do so below. So the first

two terms in the derivative of F#?F"? vanish, leaving only the third. We are left to find

dPq qu(q+k) 20)q
. Tuo — 5. Hom/@n/ O B A a B — AT . E11
7 (10) = ayr [119°777°7] [ @) (@) (g T b (5’“ pe ) (ELD

We separate this into two terms:
d°q qag+k)s
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The “B” part is slightly more complicated,

dPq ! (1—xz)?
 FHO (o — 65t uoszﬂx\/ /d N
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and so we further separate this into three pieces:
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For the first part of [0;F"?(k,0)], we replace the four ¢’s with
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The second piece evaluates to
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Finally, the third part is
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Adding the three contributions, we find

21 1
[0;F" (K, 0)] 5 = 0jn ol ]Zk| <3e’m’ — 13 ("o k™ 4 €7 ko k* + e“”“kak”]) , (E21)
and, upon including [0;F*(k,0)] ,, we obtain
) 1
0,7 (k,0) = 6, 32L|k| <6W’7 + 5 [T koK + €k + e“""‘kak”]) : (E22)

We can now extract the divergence. When we only consider the magnetic disorder, the internal

indices in Eq. (E8) are fixed at (o, p) = (0,0). In this case, we have

d 4 y 4 dk 1
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When we have (o, p) = (i,7) we find

i dk 1 2 i g keik
> o :4(16)2/—(2ﬂ)dﬁ2—d > 0 Fr(k, 0)0,F (K, 0) (&j—k—;>

5,J=T,y Li,j=z,y

= """ (i> : (E24)

e

Multiplying by the corresponding coupling constants, we obtain the counter terms cited in Eq. (43):
1 1
5 — 4 5 , 5 e 4 s _ . E25
£ 5993<m) B yggs<m) (E25)

Appendix F: Current-current correlators

In this appendix we review our calculation of the Feynman diagrams shown in Figs. 10(a) to

10(e). Since no divergences are present in these diagrams, no counter-terms will be necessary.

1. Bare loop

The leading term is shown in Fig. 10(a). It is simply

ar TG B
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where we used tr [T77?] = 5;. Setting p = 0 and p = v = xz,we have
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FIG. 18: Subdiagrams which contribute to the flavour conductivity.

2. Vertex diagrams

a. Contribution proportional to g .

We begin by calculating the 1-loop vertex contribution shown in Fig. 18(a):

g +p)ayila+k+p)p)”. i(a+ k)1 ign”
q2

(F3)

Fig. 18(a) = ¢,.T" ® z“/—Qak
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o) = 8000 | oy (o mo)? + W) [ + 7)1 d ) @) [(ao 4 po)? + K7 [ 1 K7
Io(t;or,po) Jd(;;po)
(F4)

The full diagram in Fig. 10(b) is then

0 [ s e g o )
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where 7, = +1 and 7,, = —1.
We perform the integral over k in Iy ¢ and Iy 4 and analytically continuing to d = 2 + € spatial

dimensions:

+ 2
1Y (g0, p0) = Ivo(qo, po) + > q0(90 +po) | { % ]} (F6)

)
I = -0
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Performing the q integral, we have

d*q q0(q0 + po) _ 1 aol@+po) @
/ e ot B+ T polpo + 2a0) {<qo+po>2}‘ (F7)

Plugging these into Eq. F'5 and integrating over gy we find,

|P0|

Fig. 10(b) = 17,6"6"" - g;.—— (F8)
967
b.  Contribution proportional to ga .
The diagram in Fig. 10(d) vanishes. We can see this by noting that
de oYY k B kE)oy? g’
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where I3,(qo, po) is defined in Eq. F4. The full diagram is therefore
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Noting that Fig. 10(b) has no epsilon pole, when ¢ — 0, this diagram vanishes: Fig. 10(d) = 0.

3. Self-energy diagram

a. Contribution proportional to g .

The self-energy subdiagram is

. . - dk i(g + k)’ o [ A%
Fis 1) =g | et S =t | Gt
11 1
_ 0 R | dre 7E] — — 21 Fi11
9217 qo { e 1 og [4me 7] in 08 %} (F11)

Ix.(qo0)
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The full diagram is therefore

Bq | [igey™ . igey” . Li(g+p) vp
Fig. 10(c) = —1 x 2 X g, tr[T"T*]tr [0%0? tr |l ;025 P I
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We see that the constant (and divergent) portion of Ix(pg) integrates to zero since it is odd in gq.

The term proportional to the log on the other hand, can be rewritten and solved:

2 2 2 2
Flg 10(0) 57‘55(1,() 1 /% <1 + qo _I_ (QO +p0) ].Og |:( qO :|> QO(QO _l'pO) log |:( q() :|
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b.  Contribution proportional to ga .

This diagram is nearly identical to the previous one:

: ST [ oa d’q  [iga igs7” . Lila+p)yy”
Fig. 10(e) = —1 x 2 X ga.tr[T"T*]tr [0 b} / (2ﬂ)3tr [ qz iy iy, 527 iv" ((q+;§7 iv"| g0l (qo)
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— 9% 4gA’26r56ab/ Q3 2(]0((](2) ; pO)(q 2(]0) 5 IE(QO)
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— 675§ . 29, Ipol F14
96m (F14)

where I5(qp) is given in Eq. F11.
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