
This is the accepted manuscript made available via CHORUS. The article has been
published as:

Quantum Illumination with a Hetero-Homodyne Receiver
and Sequential Detection

Maximilian Reichert, Quntao Zhuang, Jeffrey H. Shapiro, and Roberto Di Candia
Phys. Rev. Applied 20, 014030 — Published 14 July 2023

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevApplied.20.014030

https://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevApplied.20.014030


Quantum Illumination with a Hetero-Homodyne Receiver and Sequential Detection

Maximilian Reichert,1, 2, ∗ Quntao Zhuang,3, 4, † Jeffrey H. Shapiro,5, ‡ and Roberto Di Candia6, 7, §

1Department of Physical Chemistry, University of the Basque Country UPV/EHU, Apartado 644, 48080 Bilbao, Spain
2EHU Quantum Center, University of the Basque Country UPV/EHU, Bilbao, Spain

3Ming Hsieh Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California 90089, USA

4Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California 90089, USA
5Research Laboratory of Electronics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139, USA

6Department of Information and Communications Engineering, Aalto University, Espoo, 02150 Finland
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We propose a hetero-homodyne receiver for quantum illumination (QI) target detection. Unlike
prior QI receivers, it uses a cascaded positive operator-valued measurement (POVM) that does not
require a quantum interaction between QI’s returned radiation and its stored idler. When used
without sequential detection its performance matches the 3 dB quantum advantage over optimum
classical illumination (CI) that Guha and Erkmen’s [Phys. Rev. A 80, 052310 (2009)] phase-
conjugate and parametric amplifier receivers enjoy. When used in a sequential detection QI protocol,
the hetero-homodyne receiver offers a 9 dB quantum advantage over a conventional CI radar, and
a 3 dB advantage over a CI radar with sequential detection. Our work is a significant step forward
toward a practical quantum radar for the microwave region, and, more generally, emphasizes the
potential offered by cascaded POVMs for quantum radar.

I. INTRODUCTION

Quantum radars use resources unavailable to their clas-
sical counterparts, principally entanglement, to obtain
improved remote-sensing performance at the same trans-
mitted energy, see Refs. [1–3] for recent reviews. To
date, the only quantum radar protocol whose target-
detection performance is predicted to exceed that of its
best classical competitor is Tan et al.’s quantum illu-
mination (QI) [4]. QI with optimum reception offers
a 6 dB quantum advantage in error-probability expo-
nent for detecting a weakly-reflecting target embedded in
high-brightness (many photons/s-Hz) background noise.
This advantage only occurs in a lossy, noisy setting that
destroys the initial entanglement between QI’s transmit-
ted signal and its stored idler. In particular, Nair [5]
has shown that in the absence of noise conventional
coherent-state radar closely approximates the target-
detection performance of the optimum quantum radar of
the same transmitted energy. So, because daytime back-
ground light at near-visible wavelengths has extremely
low brightness, e.g., 10−6 photon/s-Hz at 1.55µm wave-
length [6], Tan et al.’s QI attracted little interest from
the radar community until Barzanjeh et al. [7] described
how it might be used at microwave wavelengths, where
high-brightness background noise is the norm and QI’s
quantum advantage could help in detecting stealth tar-
gets.

Tan et al.’s QI relies on the nonclassical phase-sensitive
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cross correlation between the brightness-NS signal and
idler beams produced by a spontaneous parametric
downconverter (SPDC), viz., signal and idler consist-
ing of M ≫ 1 independent and identically-distributed
(iid) mode pairs in two-mode squeezed-vacuum (TMSV)
states. The TMSV’s nonclassical cross correlation,√
NS(NS + 1), greatly exceeds the classical limit, NS ,

in low-brightness (NS ≪ 1) operation, and disappears
as NS grows without bound. Furthermore, because con-
ventional interference techniques are incapable of detect-
ing phase-sensitive correlation [1], the first proposed re-
ceivers [8] for obtaining any quantum advantage from QI
used parametric amplifiers to convert phase-sensitive cor-
relation into phase-insensitive correlation prior to detec-
tion by conventional techniques. These proposals—Guha
and Erkmen’s parametric amplifier (PA) and the phase-
conjugate (PC) receivers—deliver at most a 3 dB quan-
tum advantage in error-probability exponent, and to do
so they require a quantum memory capable of losslessly
storing the idler’s high time-bandwidth product quantum
state for the roundtrip radar-to-target-to-radar propaga-
tion delay. So far, however, only 20% quantum advan-
tage has been demonstrated in optical wavelength (with
high-brightness noise injection) [9] and microwave wave-
length [10] table-top experiments.

The first explicit architecture for obtaining QI’s full
6 dB quantum advantage was the feed-forward sum-
frequency generation receiver [11], whose implementation
requires an as yet unavailable single-photon nonlinearity
as well as a quantum memory for idler storage. A more
recent architecture, the correlation-to-displacement re-
ceiver [12], circumvents the need for a single-photon non-
linearity, but requires a lossless M × M programmable
beam splitter with M ≫ 1—which will be a daunting
implementation task at microwave wavelengths—as well
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FIG. 1. Sketch of the Tan et al.’s QI protocol with hetero-
homodyne reception. A signal-idler system is initialized in an
M mode-pair TMSV state, with each signal and idler mode
containing NS ≪ 1 photons on average. The signal is sent to
test for the presence of a weakly-reflecting (roundtrip trans-
missivity κ ≪ 1) target embedded in high-brightness back-
ground noise (NB ≫ 1 photons/s-Hz). The hetero-homodyne
receiver measures the cross correlation between the returned
radiation and the idler. Because the low-brightness TMSV
mode pairs’ phase-sensitive cross correlation

√
NS(NS + 1)

greatly exceeds the classical limit NS , QI outperforms clas-
sical illumination in this regime even though loss and noise
have destroyed the TMSV states’ initial entanglement. het:
heterodyne. hom: homodyne. FF: feed-forward.

as the aforementioned quantum memory for idler stor-
age. Were available technology capable of realizing such
QI receivers, the ultimate performance for Tan et al.’s
target-detection scenario would be obtained, because the-
ory [13–19] has proven the optimality of theM mode-pair
TMSV state for that setting.

This paper reports a significant advance for microwave
QI, and, more generally, emphasizes the potential of-
fered by cascaded positive-operator valued (POVM) mea-
surements for quantum radar. First, motivated by
Shi et al. [12]’s coherence-to-displacement conversion and
Shapiro’s use of sequential detection [20] to break Nair’s
performance limit on noise-free target detection [5], we
propose a hetero-homodyne receiver for QI, a cascaded
POVM that, unlike prior QI receivers, does not need a
quantum interaction between QI’s returned radiation and
its stored idler, see Fig. 1. Our receiver achieves a 3 dB
advantage over the optimum receiver for Tan et al.’s QI,
i.e., 9 dB better than a conventional classical radar.

We will start our development in Sec. II with a review
of classical versus quantum illumination without sequen-
tial detection. Next, in Sec. III, we will describe our
hetero-homodyne receiver and show that it is a cascaded-
POVM variant of the PC receiver which achieves the
same 3 dB quantum advantage over classical illumination
(CI) when sequential detection is not employed. Sec-
tion IV introduces sequential detection and shows how
it affords 6 dB performance gains to both CI and our

hetero-homodyne QI when they operate at low single-
trial signal-to-noise ratio within the asymptotic regime of
interest, i.e., detecting the presence of a weakly-reflecting
target embedded in high-brightness background noise. In
Sec. V we report simulation results for CI and QI sequen-
tial detection that illustrate the distribution of the num-
ber of trials needed by these receivers and compare er-
ror probabilities obtained from simulations to the earlier
asymptotic results. We wrap up with Sec. VI’s summary
of what was accomplished plus some additional issues re-
garding the hetero-homodyne receiver and its use with
sequential detection.

II. CLASSICAL VERSUS QUANTUM
ILLUMINATION

The target-detection scenario of interest is the follow-
ing. A positive-frequency,

√
photons/s-units, quantum

field operator ÊS(t)e
−iω0t with center frequency ω0 has

its excitation time-limited to t ∈ T0 ≡ [0, T ] and (ap-
proximately) bandlimited to B ≫ 1/T Hz. This signal
field interrogates a region of space at range R in which
there may (hypothesisH1) or may not (hypothesisH0) be
a weakly-reflecting target embedded in always-present,
high-brightness background radiation. For t ∈ TR ≡
[2R/c, 2R/c + T ], the returned radiation collected from
that region, after bandlimiting to BHz about ω0/2π, is
then

ÊR(t)e
−iω0t = Ê

(0)
B (t)e−iω0t, (1)

under H0, and

ÊR(t)e
−iω0t =

[
√
κ eiθÊS(t− 2R/c) +

√
1− κ Ê

(1)
B (t)]e−iω0t, (2)

under H1. Here: c is light speed; 0 < κ ≪ 1 is
the roundtrip radar-to-target-to-radar transmissivity; θ
is the target return’s phase delay; and the background

noise’s baseband field operators, Ê
(0)
B (t) and Ê

(1)
B (t), are

in zero-mean Gaussian states that are completely char-
acterized by their fluorescence spectra [21],

S
(k)
BB(ω) =

∫
dτ ⟨Ê(k)†

B (t+ τ)Ê
(k)
B (t)⟩eiωτ , (3)

for k = 0, 1, with [22]

S
(0)
BB(ω) =

{
NB ≫ 1, for |ω|/2π ≤ B/2,

0, elsewhere,
(4)

and

S
(1)
BB(ω) =

{
NB/(1− κ), for |ω|/2π ≤ B/2,

0, elsewhere.
(5)

For simplicity, we shall assume equally-likely hypothe-
ses, set the phase delay θ to 2ω0R/c [23], and take er-
ror probability to be our performance metric. In CI,
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minimum error-probability operation for a given average
transmitted photon number,

NT ≡
∫ T

0

dt ⟨Ê†
S(t)ÊS(t)⟩, (6)

is achieved using coherent-state radiation |ES(t)⟩S [24]
with

∫ T

0

dt |ES(t)|2 = NT . (7)

The quantum Chernoff bound [25] on optimum CI’s error
probability, easily evaluated using results from Pirandola
and Lloyd [26], is

Pr(e)CI ≤ e−κNT /4NB/2. (8)

This bound is exponentially tight in increasing signal-to-
noise ratio, SNR ≡ κNT /NB . Indeed, homodyne detec-
tion realizes

Pr(e)homCI = Q(
√
SNR/2) ≤ e−SNR/4/2, (9)

where

Q(x) ≡
∫ ∞

x

dy e−y2/2/
√
2π, (10)

and so is the optimum CI receiver when NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1,
and NB ≫ 1, which is our asymptotic regime of interest.

Tan et al.’s QI carves duration T , bandwidth B ≫
1/T signal and idler pulses from an SPDC’s outputs. In
annihilation-operator mode expansions, their baseband
field operators are

ÊS(t) =

∞∑

m=−∞
âSm

e−i2πmt/T

√
T

, (11)

and

ÊI(t) =

∞∑

m=−∞
âIm

ei2πmt/T

√
T

, (12)

for t ∈ T0, and their excited mode pairs, {(âSm , âIm) :
−(M−1)/2 ≤ m ≤ (M−1)/2} with M ≫ 1 an odd inte-
ger, are in iid TMSV states with average photon number
NS ≪ 1 in each mode, and MNS = NT . The signal in-
terrogates the region of interest, as in CI, while the idler
is retained for a joint measurement with the returned
radiation. Because this QI setup still involves Gaussian
states, the optimum QI receiver’s Chernoff bound is eas-
ily found to be

Pr(e)QI ≤ e−κMNS/NB/2, (13)

whose error-probability exponent is 6 dB higher than that
of optimum CI. For the PA and PC receivers, Guha and
Erkmen [8] show that

Pr(e)PAQI ≈ Pr(e)PC
QI ≤ e−κMNS/2NB/2 (14)

ÊLO(t)e�i!0t
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FIG. 2. Schematic of the hetero-homodyne receiver. Thick
arrows represent quantum microwave fields. Thin arrows rep-
resent baseband signals that are conditioned on the outcome
of the heterodyne measurement.

are the relevant Chernoff bounds. A central limit theo-
rem argument, justified by M ≫ 1, gives

Pr(e)PAQI ≈ Pr(e)PC
QI ≈ Q(

√
κMNS/NB), (15)

i.e., these receivers achieve a 3 dB quantum advantage
over optimum CI.

III. THE HETERO-HOMODYNE RECEIVER

Figure 2 shows a schematic of the hetero-homodyne
receiver. The T -s-duration returned radiation—shown
by its positive frequency field operator—undergoes ideal
(unit quantum efficiency, bandwidth B) heterodyne de-
tection to an intermediate frequency ωIF. In-phase
(I) and quadrature (Q) demodulation results in the
complex-valued measurement outcome ER(t) whose clas-
sical statistics are those of the positive operator-valued
measurement (POVM) ÊR(t) [27]. That measurement
outcome then does I and −Q modulation [28] of a mi-

crowave local oscillator (LO) field, ÊLO(t)e
−iω0t, with

ÊLO(t) in the coherent state |ELO(t)⟩ with mean field

⟨ÊLO(t)⟩ = ELO(t) =
√

PLO/T , for t ∈ TR. (16)

The resulting LO field, Ê′
LO(t)e

iω0t, is used for ideal (unit
quantum efficiency, bilateral bandwidth B) homodyne
detection of the idler field, which has been held in a quan-
tum memory for 2R/c, the range delay to the region of
interest. Conditioned on the heterodyne detector’s out-
put, Ê′

LO(t) will be in a coherent state with conditional
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mean

E[ Ê′
LO(t) | ER(t) ] ∝ E∗

R(t), for t ∈ TR. (17)

Consequently, the homodyne detector’s output, condi-
tioned on the heterodyne detector’s output, is—with a
convenient normalization—a measurement of the observ-
able Re[ER(t)ÊI(t − 2R/c)] for t ∈ TR. The sufficient
statistic ℓ for the minimum error-probability processor
based on knowledge of the heterodyne detector’s out-
put and the observable measurement is the integral of
the homodyne output over TR, and the minimum error-
probability decision is a simple threshold test, as shown
in Fig. 2. The derivation of this optimum decision strat-
egy is given in Appendix A; what follows is a simplified
performance analysis that assumes NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, and
NB ≫ 1, and uses M ≫ 1 to justify a central limit theo-
rem approximation.

To understand the hetero-homodyne receiver, it helps
to use the mode expansions given earlier. Het-
erodyne detection of the mth excited return mode,
âRm

e−i2πm(t−2R/c)/T
√
T for t ∈ TR and −(M − 1)/2 ≤

m ≤ (M − 1)/2, followed by I and Q demodulation,
yields outcomes equal to the real and imaginary parts of
the âRm POVM. Defining aRm to be the complex num-
ber assembled from those outcomes, we get the baseband
waveform

ER(t−2R/c) =

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

aRm

e−i2πm(t−2R/c)/T

√
T

(18)

as the classical signal applied to the I and −Q modula-
tor. That modulator transforms the coherent-state local
oscillator’s mean field ELO(t) to

E′
LO(t) ∝

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

a∗Rm

e−i2πm(t−2R/c)/T

√
T

, (19)

for t ∈ TR, conditioned on the heterodyne detectors’ out-
put. Moreover, under that conditioning, Ê′

LO(t) remains
a coherent-state field. Thus, under that conditioning,
integrating the homodyne detector’s output over TR is
(with a convenient normalization) a measurement of

ℓ̂ ≡
∫

TR

dtRe[ER(t)ÊI(t− 2R/c)] (20)

=

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

Re(aRm
âIm). (21)

The essence of the hetero-homodyne receiver is revealed
by this result: the sufficient statistic measures the phase-
sensitive cross correlation between the returned radia-
tion and the stored idler, viz., QI’s signature of target
presence. At this point, QI performance analysis for the
hetero-homodyne reception is easy, as we now show.

Let {ℓm} be the classical outcomes of the
{Re(aRm

âIm)} measurements. Then, given the true

hypothesis and the heterodyne detector’s outputs, the
fluctuating parts of the {ℓm},

∆ℓm ≡ ℓm − E(ℓm | Hk, aRm
), (22)

are iid zero-mean Gaussian random variables. It follows
that the {ℓm} are statistically independent Gaussian ran-
dom variables given the true hypothesis and the {aRm}.
(See Appendix A for details of the projected idler states
created under H0 and H1 by heterodyne detection of the
returned radiation.) Now, because the {aRm

} are iid un-
der H0 and H1, we have that the {ℓm} are iid given the
true hypothesis. So, because M ≫ 1, the central limit
theorem implies that ℓ is Gaussian distributed given the
true hypothesis.

For NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, and NB ≫ 1, the ℓ̂ measurement’s
outcome has conditional means

E[ ℓ | H0 ] = 0, (23)

and

E[ ℓ | H1 ] ≈ M
√
κNS , (24)

and conditional variances

Var[ ℓ | H0 ] ≈ Var[ ℓ | H1 ] ≈ MNB/4; (25)

see Appendix A for the exact results. It follows that the
minimum error-probability decision rule is to decide H1

when

ℓ ≥ γ ≡ M
√
κNS/2 (26)

and decide H0 otherwise. This rule’s error probability is

Pr(e) ≈ Q(
√
MκNS/NB) ≤ e−MκNS/2NB/2, (27)

whose error-probability exponent is 3 dB better than that
of the best CI radar with NT = MNS .
It is no accident that the hetero-homodyne receiver

achieves the same performance as Guha and Erkmen’s
PC receiver. As seen in Fig 2, heterodyne detection fol-
lowed by I and −Q modulation realizes the phase con-
jugation operation needed to convert the phase-sensitive
cross correlation between the returned radiation and the
idler into a quantity measurable via homodyne detection.
The PC receiver uses a parametric amplifier to accom-
plish phase conjugation that permits the phase-sensitive
cross correlation to be observed via conventional second-
order interference. The hetero-homodyne receiver differs
from the PC receiver in that the latter measures a POVM
on the joint Hilbert space of the returned radiation and
the idler, whereas the former measures a POVM on the
Hilbert space of the returned radiation and uses the out-
come of that measurement to choose the observable that
will be measured on the idler. As a result, the hetero-
homodyne receiver suffers less added quantum noise from
its conjugation operation than does the PC receiver from
its conjugation operation, but both amounts are incon-
sequential in the asymptotic regime of interest wherein



5

NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, and NB ≫ 1; see Appendix B for the
details. Note that QI’s hetero-homodyne, PC, and PA re-
ceivers all require knowledge of the target return’s phase
delay θ, which is an issue we shall return to later, as well
as a quantum memory to store the idler for the roundtrip
range delay 2R/c.

It might seem that the hetero-homodyne receiver’s re-
quiring a quantum memory for idler storage could be cir-
cumvented by: (1) heterodyning the idler, (2) delaying
(by 2R/c) the classical outcome of that measurement,
(3) using that delayed signal to I and −Q modulate the
LO that homodynes the returned radiation, and (4) per-
forms the likelihood-ratio test (LRT) on the homodyne
output. As shown in Appendix C, this approach fails to
offer any quantum advantage owing to the idler’s state
being dominated by quantum noise, whereas the returned
radiation’s state is dominated by classical noise.

IV. CI AND QI WITH SEQUENTIAL
DETECTION

Wald [29] originated the sequential probability-ratio
test (SPRT) as an alternative to the standard (LRT) used
for fixed-length data. Consider observation of a random
vector x that has conditional probability density func-
tions (pdfs) px|Hk

(X | Hk) for k = 0, 1. The LRT

Λx(X) ≡ px|H1
(X | H1)

px|H0
(X | H0)

say H1

≥
<

say H0

η, (28)

with η = Pr(H0)/Pr(H1) minimizes the error probabil-
ity. Alternatively, η can be chosen to ensure that the
miss probability, PM ≡ Pr(decide H0 | H1 true), is min-
imized subject to the false-alarm probability constraint
PF ≡ Pr(decide H1 | H0 true) ≤ α.

In a non-adaptive SPRT, a sequence of iid random vec-
tors, {xn : n = 1, 2, . . .}, are available, and desired maxi-
mum values α and β have been set in advance for PF and
PM , respectively. From α, β, thresholds A = (1 − β)/α
and B = (1−α)/β can be set [29] such that the following
protocol guarantees PF ≤ α and PM ≤ β:

1. Define zn = {x1,x2, . . . ,xn}.
2. For n = 1, 2, . . . , until the protocol terminates,

compute Λzn
(Zn).

3. If Λzn
(Zn) ≥ A, declare H1 and terminate.

4. If Λzn(Zn) ≤ B, declare H0 and terminate.

5. If B < Λzn(Zn) < A, increment n and continue.

Furthermore, at low single-trial SNR Ref. [29] shows that
PF ≈ α and PM ≈ β.

To exhibit the benefits offered by sequential detection,
we shall assume NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1 and NB ≫ 1, and ap-
ply the SPRT protocol to CI using homodyne detection

and to QI using hetero-homodyne detection. For each
transmission, the CI transmitter will employ a coherent
state |√MSNS⟩. The QI transmitter, on the other hand,
will employ MS iid TMSV mode pairs with average pho-
ton number NS in each signal and idler. For both sys-
tems we assume MS ≫ 1 and κMSNS/NB ≪ 1 [30] and
evaluate the average number of transmissions—hence the
average transmitted photon number—under the assump-
tions of equally-likely hypotheses and α = β, i.e., equal
false-alarm and miss probabilities. Within this operating
regime, the results we seek follow readily from Ref. [29].
Consider first CI’s SPRT. On each transmission

the homodyne receiver’s sufficient statistic, ℓhomn , is a
conditionally-Gaussian random variable with conditional
means

E[ ℓCI
n | H0 ] = 0 (29)

and

E[ ℓCI
n | H1 ] = MS

√
κNS , (30)

and conditional variances

Var[ ℓCI
n | H0 ] = Var[ ℓCI

n | H1 ] = MSNB/2. (31)

Let KCI be the number of trials at which the SPRT pro-
tocol terminates. From the result in Sec. 5.4.5 of Ref. [29],
we have that

E[KCI | H0 ] ≈ E[KCI | H1 ] (32)

≈ NB ln[(1− α)/α](1− 2α)/κMSNS , (33)

under our assumption of low single-trial SNR. It then
follows that the average number of transmissions is

⟨KCI⟩ ≈ NB ln[(1− α)/α](1− 2α)/κMSNS , (34)

and the average number of transmitted photons is
NSPRT

T = ⟨KCI⟩MSNS .
With α = β, our CI SPRT is guaranteed to have

Pr(e) ≤ α, and this bound is tight at low single-trial
SNR [29]. So, for operation at Pr(e) ≪ 1, we can use

Pr(e) ∼ e−κNLRT
T /4NB (35)

for LRT-based CI target detection, i.e., without sequen-
tial detection a low error probability requires

NLRT
T ∼ −4NB ln[Pr(e)]/κ (36)

photons on average. SPRT-based CI target detection,
however, achieves the same low error probability with

NSPRT
T = NLRT

T /4, (37)

viz., a 6 dB sequential-detection advantage in error-
probability exponent. Putting aside operational consid-
erations regarding sequential detection’s practicality for
radar target detection—see Ref. [20] for some discussion
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of these considerations—this CI sequential-detection ad-
vantage matches the quantum advantage of the yet-to-
be implemented optimum quantum receiver for QI with-
out sequential detection. Thus, if sequential detection is
suitable for radar target detection, there should be lit-
tle interest in further pursuit of Tan et al. QI without
sequential detection.

Now consider SPRT-based QI target detection using
the hetero-homodyne receiver. Similar to what we have
done earlier for QI without sequential detection, we can
use NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, NB ≫ 1, and MS ≫ 1, to justify
approximating the receiver’s single-trial sufficient statis-
tics, {ℓQI

n }, as iid conditionally-Gaussian random vari-
ables with conditional means

E[ ℓQI
n | H0 ] = 0 (38)

and

E[ ℓQI
n | H1 ] ≈ MS

√
κNS , (39)

and conditional variances

Var[ ℓQI
n | H0 ] ≈ Var[ ℓQI

n | H1 ] ≈ MSNB/4. (40)

Then, because we again have low single-trial SNR, we can
parallel what we did for SPRT-based CI and find that

NSPRT
T = NLRT

T /4, (41)

where the left-hand side is the average number of trans-
mitted photons needed to achieve a particular error
probability using hetero-homodyne QI reception with an
SPRT, and the right-hand side is the average number
of transmitted photons needed to realize that same er-
ror probability using hetero-homodyne reception with
a single-transmission LRT. Here too there is a 6 dB
sequential-detection advantage in error-probability expo-
nent for SPRT QI versus LRT QI. Also, as was the case
for LRT QI versus LRT CI, we find that SPRT QI has
a 3 dB quantum advantage over SPRT CI. Note that
compared to conventional (non-sequential) CI, hetero-
homodyne QI with sequential detection provides a 9 dB
quantum advantage.

V. SIMULATION RESULTS

Here we present sequential-detection simulation results
for CI and QI illustrating the probability distributions for
their number of required trials and comparing their error
probabilities with those of their non-sequential counter-
parts.

Figure 3 shows the probability distributions for the
number of SPRT trials used by CI and QI assuming
NS = 0.01, κ = 0.01, NB = 100, MS = 105, and
α = β = 10−4, with each distribution being gener-
ated from 106 simulated experiments for each hypothesis.
These parameter values imply operation at the edge of
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FIG. 3. Simulated probability distributions for the number
of SPRT trials used by CI and QI assuming NS = 0.01, κ =
0.01, NB = 100, MS = 105, and α = β = 10−4. Each
distribution was generated from 106 simulated experiments
for each hypothesis.

low single-trial SNR, viz., MκNS/NB = 0.1, thus appre-
ciable deviations from asymptotic behavior might occur.
So, because

PrCI
SPRT(e) ∼ e−⟨KCI⟩MSκNS/NB (42)

in this regime, we expect ⟨KCI⟩ ∼ 92 for PrCI
SPRT(e) ≈

α = β = 10−4, which is in good agreement with the
simulation result ⟨KCI⟩ = 95. The simulation gave

log10[Pr
CI
SPRT(e)] = −4.13 ± 0.073 with 95% confidence,

implying 6.21×10−5 ≤ PrCI
SPRT(e) ≤ 8.70×10−5, in good

agreement with theory given that this example is at the
edge of the low single-trial SNR regime.
Turning now to the QI case,

PrQI
SPRT(e) ∼ e−2⟨KQI⟩MSκNS/NB (43)

leads us to expect ⟨KQI⟩ ∼ 46 for PrQI
SPRT(e) ≈ α = β =

10−4, which is in good agreement with our simulation re-

sult ⟨KQI⟩ = 49. The simulation gave log10[Pr
QI
SPRT(e)] =

−4.17 ± 0.077 with 95% confidence, implying 5.66 ×
10−5 ≤ PrQI

SPRT(e) ≤ 7.93 × 10−5. Again we see good
agreement with theory given operation is at the edge of
the low single-trial SNR regime.
Figure 4 compares the error probabilities of non-

sequential and sequential CI and QI versus their average
number of transmitted signal photons, NT . All assume
NS = 0.01, κ = 0.01, and NB = 100 with CI using homo-
dyne detection and QI using hetero-homodyne detection.
The solid curves are theoretical results from Eqs. (9) and
(27) for CI and QI, respectively. The points are sequen-
tial results from 106 experiments for each hypothesis us-
ing MS = 105 with α = β = 10−1, 10−2, 10−3, 10−4, and
10−5. The dashed curves were obtained as follows. For
sequential CI we used PrCI

SPRT(e) ≈ α in Eq. (34) and
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FIG. 4. CI and QI error probabilities versus average num-
ber of transmitted signal photons, NT , assuming NS = 0.01,
κ = 0.01, and NB = 100. The solid curves are theory results
from Eqs. (9) and (27) for non-sequential CI with homodyne
detection and non-sequential QI with hetero-homodyne detec-
tion, respectively. The points are simulated error probabili-
ties for sequential CI with homodyne detection and sequen-
tial QI with hetero-homodyne detection with MS = 105 for
α = β = 10−1, 10−2, 10−3, 10−4, and 10−5. Each point was
generated from 106 simulated experiments for each hypothe-
sis. See the text for how the dashed curves were obtained.

solved for ⟨KCI⟩ as a function of PrCI
SPRT(e). Then we

plotted PrCI
SPRT(e) versus

NT ≈ NB ln

[
[1− PrCI

SPRT(e)]

PrCI
SPRT(e)

]
[1− 2PrCI

SPRT(e)]

κ
. (44)

Sequential QI’s dashed curve was obtained, using its 3 dB
energy advantage over sequential CI, from

NT ≈ NB ln

[
[1− PrQI

SPRT(e)]

PrQI
SPRT(e)

]
[1− 2PrQI

SPRT(e)]

2κ
. (45)

Examination of Fig. 4 shows excellent agreement be-
tween theory and simulation for sequential CI and QI,
with the large 95% confidence interval for α = β = 10−5

being due to our using only 106 experiments for each hy-
pothesis in the simulations. Figure 4 also confirms the
6 dB error-exponent advantage that sequential CI and se-
quential QI enjoy over their non-sequential counterparts.

VI. DISCUSSION

Our paper has made two significant advances for mi-
crowave QI: (1) it proposed the hetero-homodyne re-
ceiver, whose non-sequential performance matches that
of the Guha and Erkmen’s PA and PC receivers in QI’s
usualNS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, NB ≫ 1,M ≫ 1 operating regime,
but exceeds their performance outside this regime; and

(2) it showed that sequential detection, at low single-
trial SNR in QI’s usual operating regime, provides a 6 dB
increase in error-probability exponent for both CI ho-
modyne detection and QI hetero-homodyne detection as
compared to their non-sequential counterparts. In ad-
dition, it showed that cascaded POVMs—of which the
hetero-homodyne receiver is an example—should be con-
sidered for quantum radar.

Advance (2) demonstrates that Tan et al.’s TMSV QI
does not saturate what can be gained from using entan-
glement for target detection in a lossy, noisy environment
despite the optimality proofs from Refs. [13–19]. That
demonstration begs the question of why it does not con-
tradict those proofs. The answer is simple. Those proofs
assume pure-state, signal-idler pulses with fixed time du-
ration, whereas sequential detection employs a random
number of fixed-duration pulses making its overall time
duration random.

Three other questions that immediately arise are: (1)
whether the MS mode-pair TMSV states are optimum for
hetero-homodyne reception using our sequential proto-
col; (2) whether known optimum QI receivers for single-
pulse operation can increase their 6 dB quantum advan-
tage by employing them in the sequential protocol; and
(3) for either single-pulse receiver, whether our form of
the sequential protocol can be improved. With regard to
the first question, we suspect that TMSV states are op-
timal for the hetero-homodyne reception’s non-adaptive
SPRT, but a different answer might emerge from recent
work on quantum sequential detection [31]. The answer
to the second question is a definite yes. Replacing the
hetero-homodyne receiver with either the feed-forward
sum-frequency generation receiver [11] or the coherence-
to-displacement receiver [12] improves the SNR on each
pulse by 3 dB in comparison with hetero-homodyne re-
ception. So, operating at low single-pulse SNR, these op-
timum receivers will accrue an additional 6 dB quantum
advantage over their non-sequential counterparts, as can
easily be proved by paralleling the calculation we did for
hetero-homodyne reception’s SPRT. Of course, this per-
formance gain comes at the expense of vastly more com-
plicated single-pulse receivers. For the third question we
note that sequential use of the hetero-homodyne receiver
or the optimum QI receivers might increase their quan-
tum advantages by letting their kth transmitted pulse
employ a brightness, NS(k), that depends on the like-
lihood accumulated from the prior measurements in a
manner that minimizes the average number of pulses
needed to reach convergence. We leave exploration of
this possibility for future work.

At this point it behooves us to address some additional
issues regarding the hetero-homodyne receiver and its use
with sequential detection. On the negative side are its
continuing need for knowledge of the target’s phase de-
lay and its requiring a quantum memory for idler storage.
Conventional (non-sequential) CI with homodyne detec-
tion has no idler to store, but it has the same need for
phase-delay information. That said, CI target detection
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employing heterodyne detection, plus matched filtering
and envelope detection at the intermediate frequency, ob-
viates the need for phase-delay information and suffers
only ∼3 dB loss in error-probability exponent [32]. Non-
sequential QI with a dual hetero-homodyne receiver that
homodynes both quadratures and incoherently combines
their outputs offers insensitivity to the target’s phase de-
lay, but it suffers a 3 dB SNR loss from its 50–50 split-
ting of the stored idler and therefore fails to provide any
quantum advantage.

On the positive side for sequential hetero-homodyne
QI is its less demanding bandwidth requirement. In par-
ticular, a low QI error probability, Pr(e) ≪ 1, requires

B ∼ −2NB ln[Pr(e)]/κNST (46)

for non-sequential operation and

BS ∼ −NB ln[Pr(e)]/2κNST ⟨KQI⟩ ≪ B (47)

for sequential operation at the same pulse duration. Be-
cause we are operating withNS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1 andNB ≫ 1,
both of these bandwidth requirements will be demanding
in the microwave region [33], but that for sequential op-
eration will be substantially less so. In fairness, we must
note that error probability at fixed κNS/NB is deter-
mined by time-bandwidth product, and the sequential
approach’s relaxed bandwidth requirement comes from
its using a total time duration in excess of ⟨KQI⟩T as
compared to non-sequential operation’s T s duration. So
non-sequential operation that does coherent processing
of M/MS bandwidth-BS pulses would use a total time
duration equal to the sequential system’s average time
duration. In that case, although both systems use the
same effective time-bandwidth product, the multi-pulse
non-sequential system would have 6 dB lower SNR than
its sequential counterpart, as seen in Sec. IV.

A final point worth noting is that the hetero-homodyne
receiver does not circumvent QI’s single-bin-interrogation
limit, i.e., for best performance its receiver’s joint mea-
surement must be made on returned radiation from a sin-
gle azimuth-elevation-range-Doppler-polarization bin [1].
Hence, the total time duration spent probing that bin
must be short enough to freeze the target’s motion. Se-
quential detection’s entailing longer interrogation times
than non-sequential (single-pulse) operation exacerbates
this problem for detecting airborne targets, and espe-
cially so when it utilizes far more than its average num-
ber of pulses; see Sec. V’s distributions for the number
of trials needed. However, hetero-homodyne reception
is applicable to tasks that are not plagued by the pre-
ceding limits on its use in quantum radar. Indeed, we
believe its non-adaptive form is immediately relevant to
the phase estimation, entanglement-assisted communica-
tion, and general thermal-loss channel pattern hypothesis
testing considered by Shi et al. [12]. For example, hetero-
homodyne reception’s same non-sequential LRT can be
used, with γ = 0, for entanglement-assisted binary phase-
shift keyed communication.

In conclusion, we believe the hetero-homodyne receiver
we have proposed both pushes microwave QI target de-
tection closer to fruition and underscores the need for
continued research into quantum radar.
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Appendix A: Likelihood-Ratio Test for
Hetero-Homodyne Reception

Our first task, in this appendix, is to show that with
ER(t) for t ∈ TR being the classical random process out-

come from heterodyne detection of ÊR(t), and

ℓ̂ ≡
∫

TR

dtRe[ER(t)ÊI(t− 2R/c)] (A1)

being an observable obtained from homodyne detection
of ÊI(t − 2R/c) using a local oscillator whose mean
field is proportional to E∗

R(t), then the LRT for hetero-
homodyne QI’s minimum error-probability decision be-
tween equally-likely target absence and presence reduces
to threshold test

ℓ

say H1

≥
<

say H0

γ ≡ M
√
κNS/2, (A2)

where ℓ is the outcome of the ℓ̂ measurement and opera-
tion is in QI’s usual asymptotic regime, NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1,
NB ≫ 1, and M ≫ 1. The second task, for this ap-
pendix, is to validate the threshold test’s error probabil-
ity expression given in Sec. III.
Given the true hypothesis, the M mode pairs,

{(âRm
, âIm)}, comprising ÊR(t) and ÊI(t − 2R/c) are

iid. Thus it suffices to start with just a generic mode
pair, (âR, âI), to accomplish our tasks. The pair’s joint

density operator, ρ̂
(k)
RI , given hypothesis Hk is true, is

completely characterized by its normally-ordered form,

ρ
(k)
RI (aR, aI) ≡ R⟨aR| I⟨aI |ρ̂(k)RI |aI⟩I |aR⟩R, (A3)

where |aR⟩R and |aI⟩I are coherent states of the âR and
âI modes. The conditional state of the âI mode under
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Hk, given that heterodyne detection of the âR mode has
resulted in outcome aR, is completely characterized by
its normally-ordered form

ρ
(k)
I|R(aI | aR) = R⟨aR| I⟨aI |ρ̂(k)RI |aI⟩I |aR⟩R

R⟨aR|ρ̂(k)R |aR⟩R
, (A4)

where ρ̂
(k)
R is the reduced density operator of the âR mode

under hypothesis Hk.
For Tan et al.’s target detection scenario, both the

numerator and denominator in Eq. (A4) represent zero-
mean Gaussian states. Under hypothesis H0, the âR and
âI modes are in a product of thermal states with av-
erage photon numbers NB and NS , respectively. Thus

ρ
(0)
I|R(aI | aR) is a thermal state with average photon num-

ber NS , which can be approximated by the vacuum state
when NS ≪ 1. Under hypothesis H1, however, the âR
and âI modes are correlated, as seen from ρ

(1)
RI(αR, αI)’s

covariance matrix,

Λ
(1)
RI =

[
Λ
(1)
R Λ

(1)
RI

(Λ
(1)
RI)

T ΛI

]
, (A5)

where

Λ
(1)
R =

1

2

[
κNS +NB + 1 0

0 κNS +NB + 1

]
(A6)

≈ NB

2
I2, (A7)

Λ
(1)
RI =

1

2

[ √
κNS(NS + 1) 0

0 −
√

κNS(NS + 1)

]
(A8)

≈ 1

2

[ √
κNS 0

0 −√
κNS

]
, (A9)

and

ΛI =
NS + 1

2
I2 ≈ I2

2
, (A10)

with I2 being the 2× 2 identity matrix.
Standard results for jointly-Gaussian random variables

now gives us that ρ
(1)
I|R(aI | aR)/π is the probability den-

sity for a 2D Gaussian random vector,

aI =

[
Re(aI)

Im(aI)

]
, (A11)

with mean value (using the obvious definition for aR)

E[aI | H1,aR] = (Λ
(1)
RI)

T (Λ
(1)
R )−1aR, (A12)

=

√
κNS(NS + 1)

κNS +NB + 1

[
1 0

0 −1

]
aR (A13)

≈
√
κNS

NB

[
1 0

0 −1

]
aR, (A14)

and covariance matrix

Λ
(1)
I|R = Λ

(1)
I − (Λ

(1)
RI)

T (Λ
(1)
R )−1Λ

(1)
RI (A15)

=
(NB + 1)(NS + 1)

2(κNS +NB + 1)
I2 ≈ I2

2
. (A16)

Stated succinctly, these results imply that in QI’s asymp-

totic regime ρ̂
(1)
I|R is the coherent state |(√κNS/NB)a

∗
R⟩I ,

where aR is the outcome of heterodyne detecting the âR
mode, while ρ̂

(0)
I|R is the vacuum state.

Given aR, let â
′
LO be the LO mode that beats against

the âI mode during homodyne detection. Under that
conditioning the LO mode is in a coherent state |a′LO⟩
with a′LO ∝ a∗R. Thus, with the appropriate normal-
ization, the homodyne output a′Ir can be taken to be
Re(aRâI), where the âI mode is in the vacuum state if the
target is absent and the coherent state |(√κNS/NB)a

∗
R⟩I

if the target is present. Armed with this information we
can now evaluate the LRT for hetero-homodyne QI. We
start from

paR|H1
(αR | H1)pa′

Ir
|H1,aR

(α′
Ir

| H1, aR)

paR|H0
(αR | H0)pa′

Ir
|H0,aR

(α′
Ir

| H0, aR)

say H1

≥
<
H0

1,

(A17)
where the threshold value assumes equally-likely target
absence and presence. Substituting in the probability
densities, taking logarithms of both sides, and rearrang-
ing terms reduces the LRT to

α′
Ir

say H1

≥
<
H0

√
κNS

2NB
|aR|2. (A18)

for a decision based on one mode pair. Summing over all
M mode pairs, this threshold test becomes the result we
are seeking, viz.,

ℓ

say H1

≥
<
H0

√
κNS

2NB

∫

TR

dt |ER(t)|2 ≈ M
√

κNS/2, (A19)

where the approximation is due to M ≫ 1 and the law
of large numbers. So, to validate the error probability
expression from Sec. III, it only remains for us to verify
the asymptotic-regime conditional means and variances
of ℓ given the true hypothesis. Here, for completeness, we
will postpone assuming NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, and NB ≫ 1 so
that general results are available for use in Appendix B.
Using mode expansions for ER(t) and ÊI(t − 2R/c),

we have that

ℓ̂ =

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

Re(aRm
âIm), (A20)
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from which our earlier results immediately give

E(ℓ | H0) = 0, (A21)

and

E(ℓ | H1) =

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

Re

[√
κNS(NS + 1)

κNS +NB + 1
⟨|aRm

|2⟩
]

(A22)

= M
√
κNS(NS + 1) ≈ M

√
κNS , (A23)

which reproduce the conditional means given in Sec. III.
To obtain the ℓ’s conditional variances, given the true

hypothesis, we use iterated expectation, i.e.,

Var(ℓ | Hk) = E{Var[ℓ | Hk, ER(t)] | Hk}
+Var{E[ℓ | Hk, ER(t)] | Hk}. (A24)

Under H0 this result becomes

Var(ℓ | H0) =

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

⟨|aRm |2⟩
4

= MNB/4, (A25)

while under H1 it becomes

Var(ℓ | H1) =

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

⟨|aRm
|2⟩

4

+
κNS(NS + 1)

(κNS +NB + 1)2

(M−1)/2∑

m=−(M−1)/2

Var(|aRm
|2 | H1)

= MNB/4 +
2MκNS(NS + 1)

κNS +NB + 1
≈ MNB/4, (A26)

again reproducing the results from Sec. III.

Appendix B: Comparison Between QI PC and QI
Hetero-Homodyne Reception

The sufficient statistic, ℓPC , for Guha and Erkmen’s
PC receiver is the outcome of measuring the observable

ℓ̂PC ≡
(M−1)/2∑

m=(M−1)/2

Re[(
√
2 â†Vm

+ âRm
)âIm ], (B1)

where the {âVm
} are the vacuum-state, signal-port inputs

to the PC receiver’s parametric amplifier that is used to
conjugate the return modes. In QI’s NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1,
NB ≫ 1, M ≫ 1 asymptotic regime, the PC receiver’s
minimum error-probability decision rule is

ℓPC

say H1

≥
<
H0

M
√
κNS /2, (B2)

ÊI(t)e
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ÊR(t)e�i!0t
<latexit sha1_base64="zQmdfThZyn8YhYnFFXXguC2PWaI=">AAACBHicbVC7SgNBFJ2NrxhfUcEmzWIQYmHYjaApAyJYRjEPSOIyO7lJhsw+mLkrhCWFjd9gZWtjoYitH2En+jFOHoVGD1w4nHMv997jhoIrtKwPIzE3v7C4lFxOrayurW+kN7eqKogkgwoLRCDrLlUguA8V5CigHkqgniug5vZPRn7tGqTigX+JgxBaHu36vMMZRS056UyzRzE+HToXOdyHq/iANwMPutSxcOiks1beGsP8S+wpyZZ2wvu7r89i2Um/N9sBizzwkQmqVMO2QmzFVCJnAoapZqQgpKxPu9DQ1KceqFY8fmJo7mmlbXYCqctHc6z+nIipp9TAc3WnR7GnZr2R+J/XiLBTbMXcDyMEn00WdSJhYmCOEjHbXAJDMdCEMsn1rSbrUUkZ6txSOgR79uW/pFrI24f5wrlO44hMkCQZsktyxCbHpETOSJlUCCM35IE8kWfj1ng0XozXSWvCmM5sk18w3r4BXcCbnQ==</latexit>

Z

TR

dt
<latexit sha1_base64="96WJUbLC6aNhtI72CbdLf7ppBl0=">AAACB3icbVDLSsNAFJ34tr6iLgUZFcFVSSr42AluXFZttdCEMJlM7dDJJMzcCCVk58b/cOXGhSJu/QV3bvwD/8FJ60KrBy4czrmXe+8JU8E1OM67NTY+MTk1PTNbmZtfWFyyl1cudJIpypo0EYlqhUQzwSVrAgfBWqliJA4Fuwx7x6V/ec2U5olsQD9lfkyuJO9wSsBIgb3ucQlB7sUEupSIvFEEZ4W3kXsqxlEBgb3lVJ0B8F/ifpOtoz3/8/D8464e2G9elNAsZhKoIFq3XScFPycKOBWsqHiZZimhPXLF2oZKEjPt54M/CrxtlAh3EmVKAh6oPydyEmvdj0PTWd6rR71S/M9rZ9A58HMu0wyYpMNFnUxgSHAZCo64YhRE3xBCFTe3YtolilAw0VVMCO7oy3/JRa3q7lZrp2UaaIgZtIY20Q5y0T46QieojpqIoht0jx7Rk3VrPVjP1suwdcz6nllFv2C9fgGY9J1y</latexit>

say H1

�
<

say H0
<latexit sha1_base64="kXEj4knngKf+UfWjELPWUzGnLQ4="></latexit>

heterodyne
<latexit sha1_base64="bTEJD/aZqsM8J2+0vrPWENiq6/o=">AAAB8XicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkF9Vjw4rGC/cA2lM1m0i7dbMLuRiih/8KLB0W8+m+8+W/ctjlo64OBx3szzMwLUsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZIphi2WiER1A6pRcIktw43AbqqQxoHATjC+nfmdJ1SaJ/LBTFL0YzqUPOKMGis9jtCgSsKJxEGl6tbcOcgq8QpShQLNQeWrHyYsi1EaJqjWPc9NjZ9TZTgTOC33M40pZWM6xJ6lksao/Xx+8ZScWyUkUaJsSUPm6u+JnMZaT+LAdsbUjPSyNxP/83qZiW78nMs0MyjZYlGUCWISMnufhFwhM2JiCWWK21sJG1FFmc1Bl20I3vLLq6Rdr3mXtfp9vdq4KuIowSmcwQV4cA0NuIMmtICBhGd4hTdHOy/Ou/OxaF1zipkT+APn8wfwWJEL</latexit>

demodulation
<latexit sha1_base64="NSv2kkZtmRXg7FjIcC169CX7LkU=">AAAB83icbVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3wSK4KjMV1GXBjcsK9gHtUDKZ2zY0mQx5CGXob7hxoYhbf8adf2M6nYW2Hrhwcs695N4TpZxp4/vfXmljc2t7p7xb2ds/ODyqHp90tLSKQptKLlUvIho4S6BtmOHQSxUQEXHoRtO7hd99AqWZTB7NLIVQkHHCRowS46RBDELGluePYbXm1/0ceJ0EBamhAq1h9WsQS2oFJIZyonU/8FMTZkQZRjnMKwOrISV0SsbQdzQhAnSY5TvP8YVTYjySylVicK7+nsiI0HomItcpiJnoVW8h/uf1rRndhhlLUmsgocuPRpZjI/EiABwzBdTwmSOEKuZ2xXRCFKHGxVRxIQSrJ6+TTqMeXNUbD41a87qIo4zO0Dm6RAG6QU10j1qojShK0TN6RW+e9V68d+9j2VryiplT9Afe5w97ApHt</latexit>

I and Q
<latexit sha1_base64="r4nZZX6durDBXKvB8CrmGbN1gpw=">AAAB+3icbVBNS8NAEN3Ur1q/Yj16WWwETyWpoB4LXvTWgq2FNpTNZtMu3d2E3Y20hPwVLx4U8eof8ea/cdvmoK0PBh7vzTAzL0gYVdp1v63SxubW9k55t7K3f3B4ZB9XuypOJSYdHLNY9gKkCKOCdDTVjPQSSRAPGHkMJrdz//GJSEVj8aBnCfE5GgkaUYy0kYZ2dcCDeJo59w5EIoRO28mHds2tuwvAdeIVpAYKtIb21yCMccqJ0Jghpfqem2g/Q1JTzEheGaSKJAhP0Ij0DRWIE+Vni9tzeG6UEEaxNCU0XKi/JzLElZrxwHRypMdq1ZuL/3n9VEc3fkZFkmoi8HJRlDKoYzgPAoZUEqzZzBCEJTW3QjxGEmFt4qqYELzVl9dJt1H3LuuNdqPWvCriKINTcAYugAeuQRPcgRboAAym4Bm8gjcrt16sd+tj2VqyipkT8AfW5w/flZL8</latexit>

modulation
<latexit sha1_base64="sKqfhJN63nVsbfteEIpgZxoJpp8=">AAAB8XicbZDLSgMxFIbPeK31VnXpJlgEV2WmgrosuHFZwV6wHUomk2lDcxmSjFBK38KNC0Xc+jbufBvT6Sy09YfAx3/OIef8UcqZsb7/7a2tb2xubZd2yrt7+weHlaPjtlGZJrRFFFe6G2FDOZO0ZZnltJtqikXEaSca387rnSeqDVPywU5SGgo8lCxhBFtnPQoVZzzHQaXq1/xcaBWCAqpQqDmofPVjRTJBpSUcG9ML/NSGU6wtI5zOyv3M0BSTMR7SnkOJBTXhNN94hs6dE6NEafekRbn7e2KKhTETEblOge3ILNfm5n+1XmaTm3DKZJpZKsnioyTjyCo0Px/FTFNi+cQBJpq5XREZYY2JdSGVXQjB8smr0K7Xgsta/b5ebVwVcZTgFM7gAgK4hgbcQRNaQEDCM7zCm2e8F+/d+1i0rnnFzAn8kff5A/gUkRA=</latexit>

I and �Q
<latexit sha1_base64="JOyliJmCQkPxeHOC26sWKtFrCUw=">AAAB/HicbVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vaJduBhvBjSWpoC4LbnTXgn1AG8pkMm2HzkzCzEQMof6KGxeKuPVD3Pk3TtsstPXAhcM593LvPUHMqNKu+20V1tY3NreK26Wd3b39A/vwqK2iRGLSwhGLZDdAijAqSEtTzUg3lgTxgJFOMLmZ+Z0HIhWNxL1OY+JzNBJ0SDHSRhrY5T4PosfMuXMgEiF0zpvOdGBX3Ko7B1wlXk4qIEdjYH/1wwgnnAiNGVKq57mx9jMkNcWMTEv9RJEY4QkakZ6hAnGi/Gx+/BSeGiWEw0iaEhrO1d8TGeJKpTwwnRzpsVr2ZuJ/Xi/Rw2s/oyJONBF4sWiYMKgjOEsChlQSrFlqCMKSmlshHiOJsDZ5lUwI3vLLq6Rdq3oX1VqzVqlf5nEUwTE4AWfAA1egDm5BA7QABil4Bq/gzXqyXqx362PRWrDymTL4A+vzB045kzM=</latexit>

Ê0
LO(t)e�i!0t

<latexit sha1_base64="wfTOgQY5PP9Xh42lPJ54YL307J8=">AAACDHicbVC7SgNBFJ31GeMrKtjYDIqohWFXQS0DIlgIKhgVsjHMTm6SITO7y8xdISz7ATbWVv6CjYUitn6AnejHOEksfB0YOJxzLnfuCWIpDLrumzMwODQ8Mpoby49PTE5NF2ZmT02UaA5lHslInwfMgBQhlFGghPNYA1OBhLOgvdv1zy5BGxGFJ9iJoapYMxQNwRlaqVZY8lsM071spZb6WtGDw2wV1+AiXRd+pKDJai5mNuUW3R7oX+J9kaXSfHx78/G+c1QrvPr1iCcKQuSSGVPx3BirKdMouIQs7ycGYsbbrAkVS0OmwFTT3jEZXbZKnTYibV+ItKd+n0iZMqajAptUDFvmt9cV//MqCTZ2qqkI4wQh5P1FjURSjGi3GVoXGjjKjiWMa2H/SnmLacbR9pe3JXi/T/5LTjeK3mZx49i2sUX6yJEFskhWiUe2SYnskyNSJpxckTvyQB6da+feeXKe+9EB52tmjvyA8/IJDq6esA==</latexit>

homodyne
<latexit sha1_base64="lcIiVv1Cf2CS3kwrcOxKWDmEvH0=">AAAB73icbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hd0I6jHgxWME84BkCbOzs8mQeawzs0JY8hNePCji1d/x5t84SfagiQUNRVU33V1Rypmxvv/tra1vbG5tl3bKu3v7B4eVo+O2UZkmtEUUV7obYUM5k7RlmeW0m2qKRcRpJxrfzvzOE9WGKflgJykNBR5KljCCrZO6IyVUPJF0UKn6NX8OtEqCglShQHNQ+erHimSCSks4NqYX+KkNc6wtI5xOy/3M0BSTMR7SnqMSC2rCfH7vFJ07JUaJ0q6kRXP190SOhTETEblOge3ILHsz8T+vl9nkJsyZTDNLJVksSjKOrEKz51HMNCWWTxzBRDN3KyIjrDGxLqKyCyFYfnmVtOu14LJWv69XG1dFHCU4hTO4gACuoQF30IQWEODwDK/w5j16L96797FoXfOKmRP4A+/zB14SkCM=</latexit>

`
<latexit sha1_base64="bd65jG5kPEvnUjTyq7EjNLDFjV0=">AAAB63icbZDLSgMxFIYzXmu9VV26CRahbspMBXVnwY3LCvYCnaFk0jNtaJIZkoxQSl9BFy4UcetbuPIR3Pkg7s20XWjrD4GP/z+HnHPChDNtXPfLWVpeWV1bz23kN7e2d3YLe/sNHaeKQp3GPFatkGjgTELdMMOhlSggIuTQDAdXWd68A6VZLG/NMIFAkJ5kEaPEZJYPnHcKRbfsToQXwZtB8fK99P3x4J/UOoVPvxvTVIA0lBOt256bmGBElGGUwzjvpxoSQgekB22LkgjQwWgy6xgfW6eLo1jZJw2euL87RkRoPRShrRTE9PV8lpn/Ze3URBfBiMkkNSDp9KMo5djEOFscd5kCavjQAqGK2Vkx7RNFqLHnydsjePMrL0KjUvZOy5Ubt1g9Q1Pl0CE6QiXkoXNURdeohuqIoj66R0/o2RHOo/PivE5Ll5xZzwH6I+ftB1Smkh0=</latexit>

`
<latexit sha1_base64="bd65jG5kPEvnUjTyq7EjNLDFjV0=">AAAB63icbZDLSgMxFIYzXmu9VV26CRahbspMBXVnwY3LCvYCnaFk0jNtaJIZkoxQSl9BFy4UcetbuPIR3Pkg7s20XWjrD4GP/z+HnHPChDNtXPfLWVpeWV1bz23kN7e2d3YLe/sNHaeKQp3GPFatkGjgTELdMMOhlSggIuTQDAdXWd68A6VZLG/NMIFAkJ5kEaPEZJYPnHcKRbfsToQXwZtB8fK99P3x4J/UOoVPvxvTVIA0lBOt256bmGBElGGUwzjvpxoSQgekB22LkgjQwWgy6xgfW6eLo1jZJw2euL87RkRoPRShrRTE9PV8lpn/Ze3URBfBiMkkNSDp9KMo5djEOFscd5kCavjQAqGK2Vkx7RNFqLHnydsjePMrL0KjUvZOy5Ubt1g9Q1Pl0CE6QiXkoXNURdeohuqIoj66R0/o2RHOo/PivE5Ll5xZzwH6I+ftB1Smkh0=</latexit>

�
<latexit sha1_base64="gs2E/c8j6nEz9lp0p6vk65imbEI=">AAAB7XicbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNro502g0GwCrsR1DJgYxnBPCBZwt3JbDJmZmeZmRXCkk8QbCwUsbX1N2zt/BB7J49CEw9cOJxzL/feEyacaeN5X87S8srq2npuI7+5tb2z6xb26lqmitAakVyqZgiachbTmmGG02aiKIiQ00Y4uBz7jTuqNJPxjRkmNBDQi1nECBgr1ds9EAI6btEreRPgReLPSLFSuHe/Dz7eqx33s92VJBU0NoSD1i3fS0yQgTKMcDrKt1NNEyAD6NGWpTEIqoNscu0IH1uliyOpbMUGT9TfExkIrYcitJ0CTF/Pe2PxP6+VmugiyFicpIbGZLooSjk2Eo9fx12mKDF8aAkQxeytmPRBATE2oLwNwZ9/eZHUyyX/tFS+tmmcoSly6BAdoRPko3NUQVeoimqIoFv0gJ7QsyOdR+fFeZ22LjmzmX30B87bDyjZkn8=</latexit>

decision
<latexit sha1_base64="TEKEHOKTXVCgT8QDzvc6oP4sv44=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkF9Vjw4rGC/YA2lM1m2i7dbOLuRiihf8KLB0W8+ne8+W/ctDlo64OBx3szzMwLEsG1cd1vZ219Y3Nru7RT3t3bPzisHB23dZwqhi0Wi1h1A6pRcIktw43AbqKQRoHATjC5zf3OEyrNY/lgpgn6ER1JPuSMGit1Q2Q89waVqltz5yCrxCtIFQo0B5WvfhizNEJpmKBa9zw3MX5GleFM4KzcTzUmlE3oCHuWShqh9rP5vTNybpWQDGNlSxoyV39PZDTSehoFtjOiZqyXvVz8z+ulZnjjZ1wmqUHJFouGqSAmJvnzJOQKmRFTSyhT3N5K2JgqyoyNqGxD8JZfXiXtes27rNXv69XGVRFHCU7hDC7Ag2towB00oQUMBDzDK7w5j86L8+58LFrXnGLmBP7A+fwBPaqQDg==</latexit>

Re[EI(t � 2R/c)ÊR(t)]
<latexit sha1_base64="xMmsZfZb00sYLDi/t5IWCU4xugA=">AAACCnicbVDJSgNBEO2JW4xbXG5eWoOQHIwzUdBjQAJ6i8EskAxDT6cnadKz0F0jhCFnL/6KFw+KePULvPk3dpaDJj4oeLxXRVU9NxJcgWl+G6ml5ZXVtfR6ZmNza3snu7vXUGEsKavTUISy5RLFBA9YHTgI1ookI74rWNMdXI/95gOTiofBPQwjZvukF3CPUwJacrJHSUf6uMZG7Ypzm4fTUu2MFjp9Akll5NTyULCdbM4smhPgRWLNSK584E1QdbJfnW5IY58FQAVRqm2ZEdgJkcCpYKNMJ1YsInRAeqytaUB8puxk8soIn2ili71Q6goAT9TfEwnxlRr6ru70CfTVvDcW//PaMXhXdsKDKAYW0OkiLxYYQjzOBXe5ZBTEUBNCJde3YtonklDQ6WV0CNb8y4ukUSpa58XSnU7jAk2RRofoGOWRhS5RGd2gKqojih7RM3pFb8aT8WK8Gx/T1pQxm9lHf2B8/gBTG5ui</latexit>

� = M
p
NS/2

<latexit sha1_base64="m0Lva5HuPdgX7xEkwnXVvZlObW4=">AAACBnicbVA9SwNBEN3zM8avqGAjwqIIVvEugqYRBBsbRdGYQC4cc5u9uGT3bt3dE8KRysafYGVvY6GIrb/BTvTHuEks/How8Hhvhpl5oeRMG9d9c4aGR0bHxnMT+cmp6ZnZwtz8mU5SRWiFJDxRtRA05SymFcMMpzWpKIiQ02rY3uv51UuqNEviU9ORtCGgFbOIETBWCgrLfguEALyDD3x9oUzmt0FKwIfBSXejFBRW3aLbB/5LvC+yursob28+3stHQeHVbyYkFTQ2hIPWdc+VppGBMoxw2s37qaYSSBtatG5pDILqRtZ/o4vXrNLEUaJsxQb31e8TGQitOyK0nQLMuf7t9cT/vHpqonIjY7FMDY3JYFGUcmwS3MsEN5mixPCOJUAUs7dicg4KiLHJ5W0I3u+X/5KzUtHbLJaObRpbaIAcWkIraB15aBvton10hCqIoCt0hx7Qo3Pt3DtPzvOgdcj5mllAP+C8fAL6kJvd</latexit>

FIG. 5. Schematic of a hetero-homodyne receiver with-
out quantum memory. Thick arrows represent quantum mi-
crowave fields. Thin arrows represent baseband signals that
are conditioned on the outcome of the heterodyne measure-
ment.

to decide between target absence and presence. This
receiver’s performance matches that of our hetero-
homodyne receiver. However, outside of that regime,
its sufficient statistic is noisier than that of the hetero-
homodyne receiver. In particular, both receivers’ suffi-
cient statistics have the same conditional means under
H0 and H1, but

Var(ℓPC | H0) =
M

4
[(NB + 1)(NS + 1) +NBNS + 2NS ]

(B3)
and

Var(ℓPC | H1) =
M

4
[(NR + 1)(NS + 1) +NRNS

+ 2NS + 2κNS(NS + 1)] (B4)

where NR ≡ κNS + NB , exceed their hetero-homodyne
receiver counterparts from Appendix A. The reason for
this behavior is that the PC receiver’s phase-conjugation
operation admits more quantum noise than does the
hetero-homodyne receiver.

Appendix C: Hetero-Homodyne Detection with
Idler Heterodyning

It is very tempting to replace the cascaded POVM
shown in Fig. 2 with the one shown in Fig. 5, because it
eliminates the need for idler storage in a quantum mem-
ory, as we now explain.
In this receiver architecture the roles of the returned

radiation and the stored idler have been exchanged. Het-
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erodyne detection is now performed on the idler, yielding
a classical random process EI(t) after I and Q demod-
ulation. This classical signal can be stored for the 2R/c
range delay without the need for a quantum memory. In-
deed, it can be sampled at the Nyquist rate for bandwidth
B, quantized finely, and stored in a conventional digital
memory for reconstitution when it is needed to drive the
I and −Qmodulation of the ÊLO(t) field. The observable
that is measured by homodyne detection, conditioned on

EI(t − 2R/c), is then ℓ̂ = Re[EI(t − 2R/c)ÊR(t)]. Par-
alleling the development from Appendix A, it is easily

shown that, with ℓ being the result of the ℓ̂ measure-
ment, the following threshold test minimizes the error
probability for equally-likely target absence and presence
when NS ≪ 1, κ ≪ 1, NB ≫ 1, and M ≫ 1:

ℓ

say H1

≥
<
H0

√
κNS

2

∫

TR

dt |EI(t− 2R/c)|2 ≈ M
√
κNS/2.

(C1)
Again paralleling what we did in Appendix A, we find
that

E(ℓ | H0) = 0, (C2)

E(ℓ | H1) ≈ M
√
κNS , (C3)

Var(ℓ | H1) ≈ Var(ℓ | H0) = MNB/2, (C4)

for the Fig. 5 receiver in QI’s asymptotic regime. Invok-
ing M ≫ 1 to approximate ℓ as conditionally Gaussian
given the true hypothesis, we get

Pr(e)QI = Q(
√

MκNS/2NB) ≤ e−MκNS/4NB/2, (C5)

which matches CI’s error probability.

Sadly, we have found that the Fig. 5 receiver offers no
quantum advantage, i.e., the need for quantum memory
cannot be circumvented in this manner. The reason for
the performance disparity between the Fig. 2 and Fig. 5
forms of hetero-homodyne reception is easily seen. Con-
ditioned on ER(t), the idler is quantum limited, hence
its homodyne detection suffers half the quantum noise
of its heterodyne detection. Conversely, conditioned on
EI(t− 2R/c), the returned radiation is background lim-
ited, hence its homodyne detection suffers the same noise
as its heterodyne detection.
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