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We report a point-particle ponderomotive model of a Dirac electron oscillating in a high-frequency
field. Starting from the Dirac Lagrangian density, we derive a reduced phase-space Lagrangian that
describes the relativistic time-averaged dynamics of such a particle in a geometrical optics laser
pulse propagating in vacuum. The pulse is allowed to have an arbitrarily large amplitude provided
that radiation damping and pair production are negligible. The model captures the Bargmann-
Michel-Telegdi (BMT) spin dynamics, the Stern-Gerlach spin-orbital coupling, the conventional
ponderomotive forces, and the interaction with large-scale background fields (if any). Agreement
with the BMT spin precession equation is shown numerically. The commonly known theory, in which
ponderomotive effects are incorporated in the particle effective mass, is reproduced as a special case
when the spin-orbital coupling is negligible. This model could be useful for studying laser-plasma

interactions in relativistic spin-1/2 plasmas.

I. INTRODUCTION

In recent years, many works have been focused on in-
corporating quantum effects into classical plasma dynam-
ics [1, 2]. In particular, various models have been pro-
posed to marry spin equations with classical equations of
plasma dynamics. This includes the early works by Tak-
abayasi [3, 4] as well as the most recent works presented
in Refs. [5-13]. Of particular interest in this regard is the
regime when particles interact with high-frequency elec-
tromagnetic (EM) radiation. In this regime, it is pos-
sible to introduce a simpler time-averaged description,
in which particles experience effective time-averaged, or
“ponderomotive,” forces [14-16]. It was shown recently
that the inclusion of spin effects yields intriguing cor-
rections to this time-averaged dynamics [17, 18]. How-
ever, current “spin-ponderomotive” theories remain lim-
ited to regimes when (i) the particle de Broglie wave-
length is much less than the radiation wavelength and
(ii) the radiation amplitude is small enough so that it
can be treated as a perturbation. These conditions are
far more restrictive than those of spinless particle theo-
ries, where non-perturbative, relativistic ponderomotive
effects can be accommodated within the effectively mod-
ified particle mass [19-23]. One may wonder then: is it
possible to derive a fully relativistic, and yet transpar-
ent, theory accounting also for the spin dynamics and
the Stern-Gerlach-type spin-orbital coupling?

Excitingly, the answer is yes, and the purpose of this
paper is to propose such a description for the first time.
More specifically, what we report here is a point-particle
ponderomotive model of a Dirac electron [24]. Starting
from the Dirac Lagrangian density, we derive a phase-
space Lagrangian (75) with a canonical Hamiltonian (76)
that describes the relativistic time-averaged dynamics of
such particle in a geometrical optics (GO) laser pulse
propagating in vacuum [25]. The pulse is allowed to
have an arbitrarily large amplitude (as long as radiation
damping and pair production are negligible) and, in case
of nonrelativistic interactions, a wavelength comparable
to the electron de Broglie wavelength. The model cap-

tures the spin dynamics, the spin-orbital coupling, the
conventional ponderomotive forces, and the interaction
with large-scale background fields (if any). Agreement
with the Bargmann-Michel-Telegdi (BMT) spin preces-
sion equation [26] is shown numerically. The aforemen-
tioned “effective-mass” theory for spinless particles [23]
is reproduced as a special case when the spin-orbital cou-
pling is negligible. Also notably, the point-particle La-
grangian that we derive has a canonical structure, which
could be helpful in simulating the corresponding dynam-
ics using symplectic methods [27].

This work is organized as follows. In Sec. II the ba-
sic notation is defined. In Sec. III the main assump-
tions used throughout the work are presented. To arrive
at the point-particle ponderomotive model, Secs. V-
VII apply successive approximations and reparameter-
izations to approximate the Dirac Lagrangian density.
Specifically, in Sec. IV we derive a ponderomotive La-
grangian density that captures the average dynamics of
a Dirac particle. In Sec. V we obtain a reduced La-
grangian model that explicitly shows orbital-spin cou-
pling effects. In Sec. VI we deduce a “fluid” Lagrangian
model that describes the particle wave packet dynamics.
In Sec. VII we calculate the point-particle limit of such
“fluid” model. In Sec. VIII the ponderomotive model
is numerically compared to a generalized non-averaged
BMT model. In Sec. IX the main results are summa-
rized.

II. NOTATION

The following notation is used throughout the pa-
per. The symbol “=" denotes definitions, “h.c.” de-
notes “Hermitian conjugate,” and “c.c.” denotes “com-
plex conjugate.” Unless indicated otherwise, we use nat-
ural units so that the speed of light and the Plank con-
stant equal one (¢ = h = 1). The identity N x N ma-
trix is denoted by I. The Minkowski metric is adopted
with signature (+,—,—,—). Greek indices span from 0

to 3 and refer to spacetime coordinates z* = (z°,x)



with 2% corresponding to the time variable ¢. Also,
9, = 0/0z" = (0;, V) and d*z = dtd3z. Latin in-
dices span from 1 to 3 and denote the spatial variables,
ie, x = (z!,22,2%) and 9; = 9/0x'. Summation over
repeated indexes is assumed. In particular, for arbitrary
four-vectors a and b, we have a-b = a"b, = a’® —a-b
and a2 = a-a. The Feynman slash notation is used:
¢ = a,y", where v = (9Y,~) are the Dirac matrices
(see below). The average of an arbitary complex-valued
function f(x,©) with respect to a phase © is denoted by
(f). In Euler-Lagrange equations (ELEs), the notation
“da :” means that the corresponding equation is obtained
by extremizing the action integral with respect to a.

III. BASIC FORMALISM

As for any quantum particle or non-dissipative wave
[28], the dynamics of the Dirac electron [24] is governed
by the least action principle dA = 0, where A is the
action integral

A= /sa%, (1)

and £ is the Lagrangian density given by [29]

8= 1 [I7 (@) ~ (ub1r"] — Py — s, (2)

Here ¢ and m are the particle charge and mass, 9 is a
complex four-component wave function, and v = 1140 is
its Dirac conjugate. The Dirac matrices v* satisfy

Py + Ayt = 2" 1, 3)

where g"” is the Minkowski metric tensor. Hence,
b+ bd = 2(a - b)Ly, (4)
¢,¢, = 32]147 (5)

for any pair of four-vectors a and b. In this work, the
standard representation of the Dirac matrices is used:

() (5

where o = (0,,0,,0,) are the 2 x 2 Pauli matrices. No-
tice that these matrices satisfy

(7)1 = 709#4°. (7)

We consider the interaction of an electron with an EM
field such that the four-vector potential A has the form

A(ex, ) = Apg(ex) + Aosc(ex, O). (8)

Here Apg(ex) describes a background field that is slow, as
determined by the small dimensionless parameter € (yet
to be specified). The other part of the vector potential

Acsc(ex,©) = Re [AOSC’C(ex)eie} , (9)

describes a rapidly oscillating EM wave field, e.g., a laser
pulse. Here Aggc c(ex) is a complex four-vector describing
the laser envelope with a slow spacetime dependence, and
© is a rapid phase. The EM wave frequency is defined
by w(ex) = —0;0, and the wave vector is k(ex) = VO.
Accordingly, k* = —0*0 = (w,k). We describe Agse
within the geometrical-optics approximation [30] and as-
sume that the interaction takes place in vacuum. Then,
k satisfies the vacuum dispersion relation

k2 =w? —Kk*>=0, (10)
which can also be expressed as
FE = K21, = 0. (11)

Furthermore, a Lorentz gauge condition is chosen for the
oscillatory field such that
DAL = 0. (12)

0sC
In this work, we neglect radiation damping and assume
W fwe < 1, (13)

where w. = m is the Compton frequency and w’ is the fre-
quency in the electron rest frame. Then, pair production
(and annihilation) can be neglected. We also assume

1 1
= _— 1 1
€ = max (w77 k|€> < 1, ( 4)

where 7 and /¢ are the characteristic temporal and spa-
tial scales of k, Apg, and Aggcc. Using this ordering and
the Lagrangian density (2), we aim to derive a reduced
Lagrangian density that describes the ponderomotive (O-
averaged) dynamics of an electron accurately enough to
capture the spin-orbital coupling effects to the leading
order in e. As shown in Refs. [31, 32|, this requires
that O(e) terms be retained when approximating the La-
grangian density (2). Such reduced Lagrangian density
is derived as follows.

IV. PONDEROMOTIVE MODEL

In this section, we derive a ponderomotive Lagrangian
density for the four-component Dirac wave function.

A. Wave function parameterization

Consider the following representation for the four-
component wave function:

P(x) = g’ (15)

Here 6(x) is a fast real phase, and £(ex, ©) is a complex
four-component vector slow compared to 6(x). In these
variables, the Lagrangian density (2) is expressed as



= 2 [E7(0,6) — (0.E)"¢]
FE(f — qhose —mIL) € (16)
where
T (ex) = pt — q AL, (17)
pﬂ(ex) = —0,0. (18)

It is convenient to parameterize £ in terms of the “semi-
classical” Volkov solution (Appendix A) since the latter
becomes the exact solution in the limit of vanishing e.
Specifically, we write

&(ex,©) = Eei‘ggo. (19)
Here ¢ is a near-constant function with an asymptotic
representation of the form

oo

Z ™l (ex)e™®. (20)

n=—oo

p(ex, ©) =

(so that ¢ — o — const at € — 0), the real phase 6 is
given by
e

f(ex, ©) = 9 7 Agge 4O’

7k
2 ©
N 2(5«)/ (Alsc — (Alsc)) 40" (21)

and has the property <9~) =0, and =
as follows:

is a matrix defined

Z(ex, ©) = I, + ﬁ“ (22)

Notice also that the Dirac conjugate of £ is given by

€= (Bep)in0 = e ptEin0 — ¢=50FT,0  (23)

where

V2N =10 |Is + ( )Aowv K
=I —_ . 24
4 + 2(7T . k) AOSC% ( )
Here we used Egs. (3), (7), and (22).

B. Lagrangian density in the new variables

Inserting Eqgs. (19) and (23) into Eq. (16) leads to

£ =3 2N 1 Zp —pmy =17 20 — 37 211 g A e B
=£ =£2 =£3
+3 [@70“707 E(Oup) — c.c.] —p7°=T0(90)=p
=2, =Ls
T _
+ 590 [’yO:T’yOfy“(é) =) — h. C.] . (25)
Y

Let us explicitly calculate each term in Eq. (2
tuting Eqgs. (22) and (24) into £, leads to

5). Substi-

£1 =72 ¢
[H4+2( _ )A%ck]ﬁ[ 2(:.1()%4404@
= [+ g (el + Ao

(]2
+ MAosckﬁkAosc} ¥

osc' qusc'7r
—@[#Jrqrﬁosﬁ P vt
qusc'k q gsc
— A . — 2
e e

where we used Egs. (4), (5), and (11). Similarly,

Lo =— @mVOEWOEw

1+ 5 ( st o] |11 5 b ¢
o [ 1 5 (a4 )| ¢
=—pm <1 + qA;‘“fk' k) 2 (27)

where we used Eq. (11) to get the third line and Eq. (4)
to get the last line. For £3, one obtains

L3 WO“T Y WCY
_ QAOSC% QkAosc
¥ 4+2( k):|QAOSC|:4+2(7T_k) ¥
= @ QAOSC + LAOSC%‘AOSC
| -k

3
q
+4(ﬂ_ 3 k)2 AOSC%AQsckAOSC] "2
2quosc : k 2A2

= Qb qAOSC + Tk Aosc - osck
q3Aosc :
+2(7T~)A0§C%AOSC:| Pp- (28)

The terms £4, £5, and £¢ in Eq. (25) involve spacetime
derivatives of (9, =, ¢), which have slow spacetime and
rapid © dependences. For notational convenience, let us
write the derivative operator d,, as follows:

0,f(ex”,©) = ed, f(ex”,©) — kDo f(ex”,©),  (29)

where f is an arbitrary function and d,, indicates a deriva-
tion with respect to the first argument of f. Then, £4



can be written as follows:

L= [w‘uvov E(0up) —c.c.
-5 [sm =M k= (0ep) — c.c.]
L X > ~ [1°E M E () — c.c]
- —g el
[wo“vov E(dup) —c.c],  (30)

where in the third line, we used Egs. (11), (22), and (24).
Similarly, substituting Eq. (21) into £5 leads to

L5 = —p7"E0(P0)=p

= [ur gh=b koo [1+ fPAss] o

e [114 N ;J(Aosc%] (49) [1[4 N qkﬁAosc} -

7 - k) 2(m - k)
_ 4 qAosc * T . 2Aisc <AC2>50>
B 2m-k) 2K
—€p {]14 + gé"fckk)] (46) {]L; + quéf"iﬂ @ (31)

2
qa-X q X
Aoscf

2(m - k)?

g;¢[q?<<¢mﬂ4>

Finally, the last term £¢ gives

L 2s@[v°”v°7 (0,E) —h.c] ¢

_ e Hh N quqc%] J [q%/fiosc}

27 otr k) | " [2(7 k)
gt o ]} e

Substituting Eqgs. (26)-(32) into Eq. (25) leads to

1

£ = 5 [pkOey) - (Do@)kv]
i ¢+k2(<A<2>;C)> —mly| ¢+ F+G, (33)
where
F= % (e 2T E(dyp) — c.c.] (34)
and
Ak o= o Lo+ L] 4 [1, 4 e

27 2(m -

Here we introduced x(ex, ®) = k(ex) - Apsc(€x, @) From
Egs. (12) and (29), one has k,00 Al = ed, A"

0sC 0scC?

o
X:e/ d, A (ex,0") dO'. (36)

It is seen then that x = O(e), so G = O(e).

C. Approximate Lagrangian density

The reduced Lagrangian density £ that governs the
time-averaged, or ponderomotive, dynamics can be de-
rived as the time average of £, as usual [33, 34]. In our
case, the time average coincides with the ©-average, so

L=(2). (37)

Remember that we are interested in calculating £ with
accuracy up to O(e). Using Egs. (11) and (20) and also

L e {[h N G oscF

(4o
| [stss] - e s [ s e 0

(

the fact that x is shifted in phase from A,sc by 7/2 [cf.
Eq. (36)], it can be shown that (G) = O(e?). Therefore,
the contribution of G to £ can be neglected. Similarly,
we can also neglect the first term in Eq. (33) since

~ £ (PK(do0) — (Gop)k)

Z TLE‘Qn‘(gnk'(ﬁn = 0(62)7 (38)

n=—oo

where we substituted the asymptotic expansion (20).
The second term in Eq. (33) gives

< 41 il <) mh]@>

7‘L+k < 0sc —ml,

= Po Yo + 0(52)- (39)




By following similar considerations, we also calculate
(F), namely as follows. Averaging the first term in F
gives

(07 21 7" Ed o)

(e 53] e 25

= o :FYH + 4(77'q7k)2 <Aosck7M7VkVAosc>:| d;APO

= ¥o :’Y” + 4(:7)2 <Aosc;é (21{;” - k,yli) Aosc>:| dp«LPO
= @0 ’Y“ +E ( ) <AOSC%AOSC>:| 10

= @Orudu@Oa (40)

where we used Eqs. (3) and (1
modified Dirac matrices

1). We also introduced the

q2
].—W(GX) i’)’“ + k“m <A030%Aosc>
:’7# + k#2(7;17k)2 <Aosc(2x - Aosck)>

— k= ( oE 5 (AoscAose) K

vﬂkzéﬁgﬁﬁ (a1)

Gathering the previous results, we obtain the following
reduced Lagrangian density

g:gwwwmwwm@Wﬂ

(<Aggc)> —mly| ¢+ O0(e?), (42)

where ¢ = g. Since only slow spacetime dependences
appear in Eq. (42), we dropped the “ed,” notation for
slow spacetime derivatives and returned to the “0,” no-
tation.

|t +Fk

V. REDUCED MODEL

In this section, the Lagrangian density (42) is fur-
ther simplified by considering only positive kinetic en-
ergy particle states. The resulting model describes two-
component wave functions instead of four-component
wave functions, which leads to explicit identification of
the spin-coupling term.

A. Particle and antiparticle states

First let us briefly review the case when € is vanishingly
small so that 0,¢ can be neglected. Then, Eq. (42) can

be approximated as

P
2 k) Ly| o (43)

where ¢, ¢, and 6 can be treated as independent vari-
ables. [The Lagrangian density £y depends on 6 in the
sense that it depends on 7, which is defined through 9,0
(Sec. IV A).] When varying the action with respect to ¢,
the corresponding ELE is

6o (X—mly) ¢ =0, (44)

Lo[0, ¢, 9] = 7‘L+%

where
M(ex) = 7' 4+ ak (45)
is a quasi four-momentum [35] and

<Ac2>sc> (46)

aex) = W

The local eigenvalues are obtained by solving
det (X — mly) = 0. (47)

Since the local dispersion relation (47) has the same form
as that of the free-streaming Dirac particle [36], one has

AA=m-m4 ¢ (AL,) =m?, (48)

0sC

where we used Eq. (10). Solving for 7° leads to

70 = 0,0 — qVog = £1/ (V0 — qAng)? +my.  (49)
Here meg is the “effective mass” [19-21] given by

meg(ex) = m? — ¢* (Ad) (ex). (50)

Equation (49) is the well known Hamilton-Jacobi equa-
tion that governs the ponderomotive dynamics of a rel-
ativistic spinless particle interacting with an oscillating
EM vacuum field and a slowly varying background EM
field [37-40]. The two roots in Eq. (49) represent solu-
tions for the particle and the antiparticle states.

B. Eigenmode decomposition

Corresponding to the eigenvalues given by Eq. (49),
there exists four orthonormal eigenvectors h, which are
obtained from Eq. (44) and represent the particle and the
antiparticle states. Since h, form a complete basis, one
can write { = h,¢9, where ¢? are scalar functions. Recall
also that pair production is neglected in our model due
to the assumption (13). Let us hence focus on particle
states, merely for clarity, which correspond to positive

kinetic energies
Eoff = /T2 + M2 (51)



in the limit of vanishing e. We will assume that only such
states are actually excited (we call these eigenmodes “ac-
tive”), whereas the antiparticle states acquire nonzero
amplitudes only through the medium inhomogeneities
(we call these eigenmodes “passive”). When designat-
ing the active mode eigenvectors by h; o and the passive
mode eigenvectors by hs 4, we have

q O(Y), ¢=1,2
¢ :{Ogelg, 323,4 (52)

As shown in Ref. [31], due to the mutual orthogonality of
all hy, the contribution of passive modes to £ is o(e), so it
can be neglected entirely. In other words, for the purpose
of calculating £, it is sufficient to adopt & ~ hi¢' +
ho¢?. Tt is convenient to write this active eigenmode
decomposition in a matrix form

P(ex) = U, (53)

m+ A0 I
U(ex) = 4 e (”f?o) (54)

is a 4 x 2 matrix having hy and he as its columns and

e = (7). (5%)

12

where

It is to be noted that 7;1(ex) and 72(ex) describe wave
envelopes corresponding to the spin-up and spin-down

states of the Dirac electron.
q A X Ebg q2
Q. = — | By, — kxV
i1 (ex) Eeff ( P8 T A0 ) + 2eep (- k) xV{

Pl [(

2eetr(m- k)2 | \m 4+ A0

and 7 - k = gopr (w — k - vp).

When substituting Egs. (51), (60), and (62) into
Eq. (56), one obtains the following effective Lagrangian
density

L=-n' (@9 + /72 +mP + qug> n

i 1
+ 5 [ (den) = (den")n] + Sn'o - Qe (64)

The first line of Eq. (64) represents the zeroth-order La-
grangian density that would describe a spinless relativis-
tic electron. The second line, which is of order e, in-
troduces spin-orbit coupling effects. Also note that the

A2

— k> X [koqug +k x qBpg — (7"0,)K]

When inserting the eigenmode representation (53) into
Eq. (42), one obtains [31]

L=K—=n"(€-U)n+o(e), (56)
where
K = % [T WA TH B (3,m) — c.c.] (57)
E =00 +ee + qVhg, (58)
U = % (17O (9, W) — h.c.] . (59)

The terms I and U, which are of order ¢, represent cor-
rections to the lowest-order (in €) Lagrangian density.
Specifically, for K one obtains (Appendix B 1)

i

K= [n'(dn) = (din)a] (60)

where d; = 9;+vq-V is a convective derivative associated
to the zeroth-order velocity field

. Oee
vo(ex) = 8pﬂ = eﬂ-ﬁ' (61)

Regarding U, one obtains the ponderomotive spin-orbit
coupling Hamiltonian (Appendix B 2)

U= %a - Qe (62)
where
(A x k)0, <Ac2,SC> EAxV <Ac2)sc>
we) T T T M

Axk

- 2 e B - K]} (69

(

Lagrangian density (64) is analogous to that describing
circularly-polarized EM waves in isotropic dielectric me-
dia when polarization effects are included [41].

VI. CONTINUOUS WAVE MODEL

Here we construct a “fluid” description of the Dirac
electron described by Eq. (64). Let us adopt the repre-
sentation 7 = zv/Z, where Z(x) = 77 is a real function
(called the action density) and z(x) is a unit vector such
that zfz = 1. [From now on, we drop € in the function ar-
guments to simplify the notation, but we will continue to



assume that the corresponding functions are slow.] Since
the common phase of the two components of z can be
attributed to 6, we parameterize z in terms of just two
real functions ((x) and ¥(x):

67“9/ cos
2(9,¢) = < ew/;sin(gg)) . )

Like in the case of the Pauli particle [32], ¢ determines the

relative fraction of “spin-up” and “spin-down” quanta.

Notice that, under this reparameterization, the spin vec-

tor S(x) is given by

sin ¢ cos ¥

sin ¢ sin v
cos (

1
S = izT oz = : (66)
where S = |S| =1/2.
Expressing Eq. (64) in terms of the four independent
variables (0,Z, ¢, 9) leads to

L[,Z,¢,9] =1 [ata + m+ Vo

f%(dm) cos ¢ — S(¢, V) - Qeg} , (67)

where one can immediately recognize the first line of
Eq. (67) as Hayes’ representation of the Lagrangian den-
sity of a GO wave [42]. Four ELEs are yielded. The first

one is the action conservation theorem
00: OIT+V-(ZV)=0. (68)
The flow velocity is given by V = vy 4+ u, where

o |1
ui—% [2(VO-V19)COSC+S((,19)-QEH (69)
is the spin-driven deflection of the electron’s center of
mass. The second ELE is a Hamilton-Jacobi equation

6L : 00+ /72 +mZ; + qVig

1
- §(dﬂ9) cos( —8(¢, ) - Qe = 0, (70)
whose gradient yields the momentum equation

Oy + (vo - V)7 = gEpg + qvo X Bpyg
V (Ale)

1
Seur +V [z(dtﬁ) cosC+S- Q| . (71)

Note that the first line is the well known relativistic mo-
mentum equation. The first term in the second line rep-
resents the well known nonlinear ponderomotive force
due to the oscillating EM field [39] while the last two
terms represent the ponderomotive Stern-Gerlach spin
force. Finally, the remaining two ELEs are

0¢: (di¥)sin¢ = 2(9cS) - Qe (72)

09 : O(ZcosC) + V- (voZcos() = 2(09S) - Qegr. (73)
These equations describe the phase-averaged electron
spin precession. Together, Egs. (68)-(73) provide a com-
plete “fluid” description of the ponderomotive dynamics
of a Dirac electron.

VII. POINT-PARTICLE MODEL
A. Ponderomotive model

The ray equations corresponding to the above field
equations can be obtained as a point-particle limit. In
this limit, Z can be approximated with a delta function,

Z(t,x)=9d(x—X(t)), (74)

where X(t) is the location of the center of the wave
packet. As in Refs. [31, 32], the Lagrangian density (67)
can be replaced by a point-particle Lagrangian L.g =
[ £ d3z, namely,

Lg[X,P, 2,21 =P - X + 1271

(ZTZ'—Z'TZ)
— Hez(t,X,P,Z,Z"), (75)

where the effective Hamiltonian is given by

Heg(t, X, P, Z, Z1) = yeggmc?® + qVipg — gZT o Q2.
(76)
Here P(t) = V0(t,X(¢)) is the canonical momentum,
and Z(t) = =z(t,X(t)) is a complex two-component
spinor. For clarity, we have re-introduced c¢ and h.
The effective Lorentz factor associated with the particle
oscillation-center motion is

P Ay, \ 2
%ff(t,X,P)i\/Ha%Jr(—q bg), (77)

me  mc?

where

¢* (A.)

ag(t,X) = — 5

(78)
is positive under the assumed metric. For example, sup-
pose a standard representation of the laser vector po-
tential is Age = Re[A1(x)e’®], where A, -k = 0
[37, 43, 44]. Then, the Lorentz condition (12) determines
the scalar potential envelope Visee = i(V - Ay )c?/w =
O(¢). Hence, Eq. (78) yields

q2|AL‘2

2 o
0= gz

(79)
where we neglected a term of O(¢?). Note also that,
loosely speaking, a? is the measure of the particle quiver
energy in units mc?. Accordingly, nonrelativistic inter-
actions correspond to ag < 1.

The effective precession frequency Qg is given by

Qe (t, X, P) = Q1 + Qo + Q3+ O(e?),  (80)

where



. q A x Ebg
Q X,P)= By, — —— 1
1(t, ) ) VeffMC ( bg mC+AO) ) (8 )
mc? (A x k)dya2 wA x Va2
Qt,X,P)=— —— |kx Va2 — 0 _ o 82
2(t, X, P) 279 (M - k) [ VT T A me? 1 Ale] (82)
mca? wA wqEy k x ¢By,
Q3(t, X, P) = — E -k . & — (II"9,)k
3(t, X, P) 2795 (1 - k)2 (mc2 + A%¢ > . { 2 ' c (I°9,) }
2 II x k
o 0 “ [k qBy, — (179,)w].  (83)

Here IT" = (mcvesr, P — qAyng/c), k' = (w/c, k), 0, =
(¢710;, V), and

2,22
mecag

Iz — TTH _ Lk
AP, X, P) =TI LT

(84)

Notably, A* — II* at ag — 0 and A* — TI* —
ktmc?ag/(2w) at ag — +oo. Also, if the spin-orbital in-
teraction is neglected, the present model yields the spin-
less ponderomotive model that was developed in Ref. [40]
for a particle interacting with a laser pulse and a slow
background fields simultaneously.

Treating X(t), P(t), Z(t), and Zt(t) as independent
variables leads to the following ELEs:

6P X =mc?Operr — S - Op Qe (85)
60X : P = —dx(mc®yeg + qVig) + S - OxQesr,  (86)
5zt 7= %Qcﬁ- oZ, (87)
57 . 7t = —%ZTQeﬂF .o, (88)

where S(t) is the particle spin vector,

S(t) = gZT(t)aZ(t), (89)
and S = h/2. Equations (77)-(89) form a complete set
of equations. The first terms on the right hand side of
Egs. (85) and (86) describe the dynamics of a relativistic
spinless particle in agreement with earlier theories [37—
40]. The second terms describe the ponderomotive spin-
orbit coupling. Equations (87) and (88) also yield the
following ponderomotive equation for spin precession,

S =8 x Qug, (90)
which can be checked by direct substitution. Equations

(75)-(90) are the main result of this work.

B. Extended BMT model

Let us compare our ponderomotive point-particle
Lagrangian (75) with the complete point-particle La-

279e (M - k)2 me 4+ A°

grangian of a Dirac electron [31]
n . ih e "
Lxpur[X,P,Z, 7] =P-X+? (Z Z -7 Z)
— Hxpur(t, X, P, Z,Z"), (91)

where the Hamiltonian is given by

h
Hxpur(t, X, P, Z, Z1) = ymc? + qV — §ZTU' - QpurZ

(92)
and the BMT precession frequency [26] is
qg [B (vo/e)xE
S =

Here vo = II/(ym), and

y(t,X,P)'\/lJr <P‘1A>2. (94)

me  mc?

Obviously, LxysT — Leg when ag — 0.
The corresponding ELEs are

P

P: X=——8-9pQpur, (95)
ym
. P B
§X: P=qE+ xﬂf +S-0xQeur,  (96)
(SZ]L : Z = %QBMT . O'Z, (97)
67 Zt = —EZTQBMT 0. (98)

2

These equations also yield the BMT spin precession equa-
tion, similar to Eq. (90), with Qg replaced by Qpur.
However, as opposed to the original BMT model [26, 29],
Egs. (95)-(98) also capture the spin-orbital coupling. Be-
cause of that, they represent a generalization of the BMT
model, which we call “extended BMT” (XBMT).

The XBMT model applies, in principle, to arbitrary
fields, provided that (i) the spin-orbital coupling is weak
and (ii) the particle de Broglie wavelength A remains
much shorter than the smallest spatial scale of the EM
fields. In application to the particle motion in a laser
field, it can describe details that the ponderomotive
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FIG. 1: Motion of a single Dirac electron under the action of a relativistically intense laser pulse (numerical simulation):
black dashed — ponderomotive model described by the Lagrangian (75); colored — XBMT model described by the Lagrangian
(91). (a) Schematic of the interaction; yellow and red is the laser field, blue is the particle; arrows denote the direction of
the laser wave vector k, the oscillating vector potential Aosc, the particle canonical momentum P, and the particle spin S.
The unit vectors along the reference axes are denoted by e;. Figures (b)-(f) show the components of the particle canonical
momentum P, Lorentz factor 7y, velocity V, and spin S. The red, green, and blue lines correspond to projections on the

z, y, and z axes, respectively.

We consider an electron initially traveling along the z-axis and colliding with a counter-

propagating laser pulse. The initial position of the particle is Xo = (¢/2)e, the initial momentum is Po/(mc) = 20e;, and
the normalized initial spin vector is So/h = 0.14e, + 0.33e, + 0.35e.. The envelope of the vector potential of the laser pulse is
qAosc/(mc®) = 30 sech [(z — 50 + ct) /€] exp [—(2® + y°) /€?] e, where £ = 20|k| . These parameters correspond to a maximum

intensity Imax ~ 1.23 X 102! VV/cm2 for a 1 pm laser.

model misses due to phase averaging. In this sense,
the XBMT model is more precise than the ponderomo-
tive model above. However, the XBMT (and, similarly,
BMT) model is also more complicated for the same rea-
son and, in application to laser fields, requires A/, < 1,
where \j, is the laser wavelength. No such assumption
was made to derive the ponderomotive model above. In-
stead, Eq. (13) was assumed, which implies

A AL < ¢/, (99)

where vg is the particle speed. For nonrelativistic parti-
cles (vg < ¢), this can be satisfied even at A;, < A. In that
sense, the ponderomotive model is, perhaps surprisingly,
more general than XBMT.

VIII. NUMERICAL SIMULATIONS

To test our ponderomotive model, we applied it to sim-
ulate the single-particle motion and compare the results
with the XBMT model in two test cases. In the first test
case, we consider the dynamics of a Dirac electron col-
liding with a counter-propagating relativistically strong
(ap > 1) laser pulse. The simulation parameters are
given in the caption of Fig. 1, and a schematic of the
interaction is presented in Fig. 1(a). From Figs. 1(b)-
1(e), it is seen that the ponderomotive model accurately

describes the mean evolution of the particle momentum,
kinetic energy, and velocity. The main contribution to
the variations in V, and V, is the ponderomotive force
caused by spatial gradient of the effective mass. How-
ever, the acceleration on the xz-plane is caused by the
Stern-Gerlach force, as shown in Fig. 1(e). Also notice
that the ponderomotive model is extremely accurate in
describing the particle spin precession, as can be seen in
Fig. 1(f).

In the second test case, we consider a Dirac electron
immersed in a background magnetic field along the z-
axis and interacting with a laser plane wave traveling
along the z-axis. The simulation parameters are given in
Fig. 2. As can be seen in Figs. 2(a)-2(f), the ponderomo-
tive model accurately describes the particle position, mo-
mentum, velocity, and spin. Notably, these simulations
also support the spinless model developed in Ref. [40] for
a particle interacting with a relativistic laser field and a
large-scale background field simultaneously.

IX. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we report a point-particle ponderomotive
model of a Dirac electron oscillating in a high-frequency
field. Starting from the first-principle Dirac Lagrangian
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FIG. 2: Motion of a Dirac electron under the action of an external background field and a relativistically intense laser pulse
(numerical simulation): black dashed — ponderomotive model described by the Lagrangian (75); colored — XBMT model
described by the Lagrangian (91). Figures (a)-(c) show the components of the particle canonical momentum P, velocity V, and
spin S. The red, green, and blue lines correspond to projections on the z, y, and z axes, respectively. We consider an electron
initially traveling along the z-axis and colliding with a counter-propagating laser pulse. Figures (d)-(f) show the components of
the particle position X. The initial position of the particle is X = 0, the initial momentum is Po/(mc) = (—2e,+3e.), and the
normalized initial spin vector is So/h = 0.14e,+0.33e,+0.35e.. A background magnetic field is added such that qApe/(mc?) =
0.1(—yes + zey)/2, which corresponds to a static homogeneous magnetic field By ~ 10.7 MG aligned towards the z-axis. The
envelope of the vector potential of the laser pulse is assumed to have the form gAqsc/(mc?) = 10 sech [(z — 8¢ + ct) /€] e, where
{ = 20|k|71. These parameters correspond to a maximum laser intensity Imax >~ 1.37 X 10%° VV/Cm2 for a 1 um laser.

density, we derived a reduced phase-space Lagrangian
that describes the relativistic time-averaged dynamics of
such particle in a geometrical-optics laser pulse in vac-
uum. The pulse is allowed to have an arbitrarily large
amplitude (as long as radiation damping and pair pro-
duction are negligible) and, in case of nonrelativistic in-
teractions, a wavelength comparable to the electron de
Broglie wavelength. The model captures the BMT spin
dynamics, the Stern-Gerlach spin-orbital coupling, the
conventional ponderomotive forces, and the interaction
with large-scale background fields (if any). Agreement
with the BMT spin precession equation is shown numeri-
cally. Also, the well known theory, in which ponderomo-
tive effects are incorporated in the particle effective mass,
is reproduced as a special case when the spin-orbital cou-
pling is negligible.

As a final note, the underlying essence of this paper
is to illustrate the convenience of using the Lagrangian
wave formalism for deriving reduced point-particle mod-
els. To derive the ponderomotive model above by using
the point-particle equations of motion and spin would
have been a torturous task. However, the bilinear struc-
ture of the wave Lagrangian enabled a straightforward
deduction of the reduced model. Following this reason-
ing, we believe that the ability to treat particles and
waves on the same footing as fields may have far-reaching
implications, e.g., for plasma theory. This will be dis-
cussed in future publications.
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Grant No. HDTRA1-11-1-0037, and by the U.S. DOD
NDSEG Fellowship through Contract No. 32-CFR-168a.

Appendix A: Semiclassical Volkov state

Volkov states are eigenstates of the Dirac equation
with an homogeneous EM vacuum field [45-47]. Here we
present a derivation of these states. Consider the second
order Dirac equation,

1
(.D;LDH + m? + QQU#UFMV) P =0, (Al)

where iD,, = i0, —qA,, is the covariant derivative, o, =
[V Yv]/2 is twice the (relativistic) spin operator, and
v = gAY — 9V A" is the EM tensor. We start with
the case, where Apg is constant and Ay (©) is strictly
periodic. Since Eq. (A1) is linear, we search for ¢ in the
Floquet-Bloch form. Specifically, we consider 1) = ue®,
where u is a periodic four-component function of © and

pu = —0,0 is constant. It is also convenient to rewrite u
in the form u = =@, where Z(©) is a matrix operator,



0(0) is a real scalar function, and ¢ is a constant four-
component spinor. This leads to

7% —m? +2(r - k)890~ —2q( - Agse) + 2 A2 } Hop

0sC

1
—2i(m - k) (0o E)p — §q0,“,F‘“’E<p =0, (A2)
where 7 = pH — qA’,;g.
Equation (A2) can be satisfied identically if we require
that # and = satisfy the following equations:

7% —m? 4 2(m - k)6@9 —2q(m - Aose) + ¢ AOSC 0,
(A3)

. - 1 -

—2i(m - k)(00E) — iqawF“ =Z=0. (A4)
The integration constants can be chosen arbitrarily since
they merely redefine ¢. We hence require = — I, at
vanishing A,y and <t9> = 0 (so that 6 represents a phase
shift due to the oscillating EM field). For =, this gives

- ©
= — ‘9 Y=Y, ’
E(ex, 0) =T exp l‘l(” w / o FH(0") de

=l + L%‘Aoso(@)a

2(m - k) (A5)

where we used

O M =0, (0 AY — 9 AM)
= — U',ul/(kua@Agsc - kyaOA
=— i(ka@AosC - a@Aosck)

= 22%8@ Aosc .

Here f A osot+Aosc kb = 0 since k-Ayge = 0 [see Eq. (12)]. We
note that the ordered exponential [denoted by T exp(...)]

OSC)

(A6)

J
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becomes an ordinary exponential due to

UuuFW(Gl)UociFu&(@Q)
= —4%[8@AOSC(®1)]k[a@AOSC(@Q)]

= 4%%6@AOSC(@1)AOSC(®2)
=0, (AT)
where we substituted Eq. (11). To obtain 6, we aver-
age Eq. (A3). This leads to Eq. (47), which serves as
a dispersion relation for 7,. Subtracting Eq. (47) from
Eq. (A3) and solving for 6 leads to Eq. (21). Finally, if
one substitutes ¢ = Ze?tf¢ into the first-order Dirac
equation, one finds that constant ¢ indeed satisfies that
equation.

The above solution can be extended also to a wave
with a slowly inhomogeneous amplitude; i.e., when the
vector potential has the form A(ex, ©). This can be done
by substituting the ansatz, 1) = Zet9 into the Dirac
equation with the same = and 0, as before, and requiring
that p,, is slow. This will lead to an equation for ¢ with a
perturbation linear in e. Hence, one can construct a solu-
tion for ¢ as an asymptotic power series in €. The general
form of such series in given by Eq. (20), and finding the
coefficients ¢,, explicitly is not needed here.

Appendix B: Auxiliary Formulas

1. Kinetic Term IC

Let us re-express Eq. (57) as

K= % [WT‘I’TVOFO‘I’(@U) + 7T w,T . U (Vn) — c.c.] .
(B1)
Substituting Egs. (41), (45), (46), and (54) into WTA°T0W
leads to

o Eoc I
(I :Z3) (7070 - Mvok) < o )

m—+A0

oA
ko m-+A0

) Kl (RO1, - 7("%1(;;?
m-k\—-o -k+k ma+A0

- m4+A° ) A Kl o 2keX
e (m+2X92 7.k m—l—)\o m—l—/\o
- m+ N 1 A2 —m?  Ka [, 2k A ()\0) —m?
2e (m+X0)2 7k m+ P ( A0)2
=, (B2)



where \ - A = m? from Eq. (4

8). Also notice that A -k = 7 - k from Egs. (10

12

) and (45). Similarly,

+ )0 Q Hz
U =T (I 1 %5) (70 — ko
v . (T2 +Z30) (v v —k— %) s
_m+/\0(11 U,)\) 0 o ke K —o-k I,
T2z 0 P\ 0 Tk \—o-k & AT
0 A (ok)(o-A)
:m + A (Hg U,AO) ?r.r(zi)\o) x o kOHQ B
2€ef m+A o 7k \—o-k+Ek° m"+)A‘0
:m-i-)\o 0'(0'~/\)+(0'-)\)0'_ka 10 2k - A L \? I,
2€ef m + A0 -k m+ A0 (m+ \9)2
-k
:/\ oz]Iz
Eeff
T
=—1s. B3
Zr, (B3)
[
Hence, notice the following corollary of Egs. (B2) and  using Eqs. (54) and (B4):
(B3) that we will use below:
Im [UT4OTH (0., )0, c0n
(U0 D)9, = I, <at + = v) —Ld,  (B4) : e )
Eoff = —ilm [(\IIT’yOF”‘I’)au In €ef-f]
where d; is the same as defined in Sec. V B. Substituting 1
Eq. (B4) into Eq. (57) leads to Eq. (60). = —§Im (d¢ Ineeqr)
=0 (B7)
2. Expression for U
since eef is real. Then, Y = — Py — P, — Q; — Q,, where
An alternative representation of ¢/ in Eq. (59) is
- 070
U = —Im [U1~00(3, )], (B5) 7’f =Im [U17T(05, 0)(9,\:)] (BS)
» =Im [U14T (9, ¥ ( )]s (B9)
where “Im” is short for the “anti-Hermitian part of.” To 070
calculate 0, W, let us consider ¥ as a function Qt ~Im [\II TH(0x0 W) (91A )] ’ (B10)
» =Im [UTHOT (95 ) - (V)] (B11)
U(t,x) = U(eer(t,x), A\ (¢, %), A(t,X)). (B6)
Notice that the contribution to Eq. (B5) from the partial When substituting Eqgs. (41), (45), (46), and (54) into
derivative with respect to eeg is zero. This is shown by P:, we obtain
|
P; =Im [\IITWOFO(aAL\I/)(at)\i)}
m+ \° 0
— I oA OFO o
v [< 27 (230
7m+)\01m _ Ka K —o-k 0
" % o) b= ok w0 )] (2
1 oA 0 Ko (—(o-k)(o- 9N
e tm { (2 5550) [(0' . 875/\) ok ( o k'O
1 (0-AN)(o- 9N Ko Ko (o-X)(o-k'0N)
= I ‘k)(o - O A) —
2geﬁ~m[ m+ A0 S
1 A XA Ka X x k9 o'
= : — — k x K09, A| . B12
et {m+A0 Tk mAA pokl (B12)
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The next term, P,, is calculated similarly:

Py =Im [T (0, ) - (VA)]

m 4+ A0 N 0 o o K —o-k 0
e Im{(b mﬂo) KU 0>_k (_"'k K >:|<Vm(i)\)0\)>}

{0 [(7T0 ) -5 RS
(k (

o (- Nk -V)(o- A
-k m+ A

-V)(O’-A)—

_ ! Im[(o’-V)(U-)\)-i-Wa'k(O"k)

1 @ KaXx (k- V)X
= . —kx (k- — B1
25630' {Vx)ﬁ—ﬁlk x (k- V)A Tk om0 } (B13)
Furthermore, the expressions for Q; and Q, are given by
Q; =Im [UT°TO(950 ) (9,\%)]
m 4+ A0 oA Ko (K0 -0 -k 0
= e Im { (]Ig 77”_,'_)\0) []L; Tk \o kRO (m+)\0)2 N0
_ O \Y oA 0 Ko ((o-k)(o-N)
—2663(m+)\0)1m{(ﬂ2 m+)\0) —o- N 1.k kg . A
O \Y (0-AN)(o-A)  Ka (k°)2a (o - X)(o - )
= Im | — _ K)o -
2eei(m + NO) [ m + A0 P AN
k’oafAO «
= — - -(k B14
2aeff(m+)\0)7r-ka (e X), (B14)
Q, =Im [T (950 T) - (VA?)]
_m + )\0 ]I oA 0 o ko —o-k ) O
T 2t L 5550) (o o) Mmook &0 ~ R VA
1 A 0)(0'>\) 0y @ ((o-k)(o-A)
225 — (k- -V
26eff(m+)\0) { [( -V )7r-k —k%(o - X)

1 ! (o-A)(o-A)
=1 A (o -A) = (k- VA k) (o A) — KO
s UL ICRAZO PSS AU R CHSIER VR e

S S 0o_ 0
T Ul [)\ X VAY = (e x A) (k- VA )} . (B15)
Substituting Eqgs. (B12)-(B15) leads to
1 A X (VAU +9A) a a KOXx (B*0,)A + (k x A)(k*9,)\°
= - : A k x (k"9,)A — K £ . (Bl
u 2€effa [VX * m—+ A0 +7r~k x (KF0,) 7k m —+ A0 (B16)
[
Equation (B16) can be simplified as follows. The first 821,9 = 8,%“9. Hence,
term can be rewritten as
VA =V’ +aVE’ + k'Va
~_ _ 0
V x A=V x (7 + ka) ~ — V(0,0 + qug) adik + K"V
=V x (V0 — qAyg + ka) =—0,(VO — q*’tbg) —q(VVig + 0t Apg)
— — By —k x Va (B17) —adk+k Va
= — A+ qEpg + K°Va + koo (B18)

since V x k = V x VO = 0. Moreover, we note that Similarly, the numerator of the last term simplifies to



EOX < (K"9,)X + (k x A)(k"9,)\°

= A x [k°(k*9,)m — k(k"0,)n°] (B19)

where

(k"0,)k =k°0:k + (k- V)k
=k'V9,0 + k'V 9,0
=—k'VE" + k'VE;
= VI[(+°)* - K’]/2

=0 (B20)

q A X Ebg q2
- B —
u 2ecft 7 ( EC Y ) + deog(m -k

)7

n @ o EOX
2ec (- k) m + A0

We can simplify the last two lines of Eq. (B21) with

V(r-k)+ (k"0,)m

=V (%’ —k-7) + k0 + (k- V)7

~kqELg + m°VE + (k- V)7 — V (k- )

:kOqug — V9,0 + k-V)mw
—1'V9,0 — k; V7'

=k°qEpg — 10k — (- V)k + (k- V)7 — k; V7'

=k"qEpg — (710,)k — k x (V x )

=k'qELg — (7"0,)k —k x [V x (V0 — qAy)]

=k"qEpg + k x ¢Bpg — (770,)k, (B22)

kx V(

- k) x [V (7 - k) + (k9,7

14

and (k"9,)k° = 0. Here we used Eq. (10). By substitut-
ing Egs. (B17)-(B19) and explicitly showing the deriva-
tives of a, we obtain

(A x K)o, (A2

0osc

m+ \0

B o o (Axk)
260 (m-k) m+ N0

) KA x V(AZ)

A2 >_ m+)\0

0osc

[(k"0,)m° — 9y(m - k)] . (B21)

(

(k#9,)7° — Oy (7 - k)
=k20,7° + k- V7 — 0,(n°k° — 7 - k)
=k - V7’ + 0y(m - k) — 7°0,k°
~k - (=0 + qEpg) + Oy(m - k) — 700, k°
=¢k - Epg — 70:k° + - 9.k
=gk - Epg — 700,k + 7 - 9, VO
=gk - Epg — 7°0,k° — (- V)K°

=gk - Epg — (710,)k". (B23)

Hence, we obtain Egs. (62) and (63).
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